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& Dre/aen, the 19th of Ociober, 1696. 
He was natural ſon of Frederick Au- 
uftus the ſecond, eleftor of Saxony, 
5 — king of Poland, by Aurora coun- 
7 of e, deſcended — one of the 

moſt diſtinguiſhed houſes in Sweden. 


From "Is infancy he betrayed ſtrong intima- 


tions of a military inclination, which grew upon 


bim as he advanced in years; there was a war- 
like turn in all his, amuſements. He had con- 


ceived ſuch an extraordinary fondneſs for horſes, 


that from the time he 0 d be with ſafety, he 


was always among 
When fit to be — out of the hands of 
women, and to be put under the tuition of a 
2 his royal father determined that he 
uld have an education ſuitable to his high 
9 þ and with Ba CONCULTENCE of his mother, 


Xe, 8 * | 
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appointed monſieur D' Alenpon, a captain in Bon- 
neval's regiment to be his preoeptor. He was a 
native 22 bred up it the principles of 
Calvin; he was conſpicuous for the politeneſs of 
his manners, and elegance of his behaviour. He 
vas a perfect maſter of alł the exerciſes in which 
young people of family * themſelves to excel. 

Given into ſuch hands, he gave a looſe to- his 
genius, thought” of nothing but fiding and 
fencing, for which be. deſpiſed all other exer- 
ciſes ; he was reſtive in regard to learning, and 
all ſorts of fineſſe wete made uſe of to prevail on 
him to acquire the little knowledge he did, 
The general conduct of bis life is to be attri- 
buted more to great natural partss than to any 
conſiderable acquitements by ſtudy of the po- 
liter: —_ 

He ſeemed to have an early foreknowlelige 
that France was to be one day his adopted coun- 
try. He therefore parti „ Guo optied himſelf 
to that language, and had moſtly people 'of that 
country attendants.on Him. 


From the time he was able to manage 2 horſe, 


he accompanied the eleQor in all his military 
expeditions, from whoſe great example, he 
learned intrepidity : he followed the king in all 
the campaigns of Poland; and never behaved 
unworthy of the iluftrious ſoumain he ſprang 
from. 

The troubles of Poland denz over, our young 
warrior had no farther opportunities of indulg- 
ing his martial diſpofition, at which he repined. 
But on bearing that the allies had declared war 


againſt 


Al. 


*. 


ene. 


 Mavkr ict Count SA E. = 3 
ag ainſt Franre, he determined within himſelf to 


go thither, nor could he be diſſuaded by all the 


dittculties repreſented to him, nor the tender 


intreaties of his mother. 


- He marched all the way on foot, 3 as a private 
ſoldier to the Netherlands, at that time the thea- 
tre of war; there he wained on the eleQtor king 
his father, who had repaited incognito to the 
camp of: the allies before Lyfe; which they had 
laid ſiege to. 
The fame of the duke of Marlborough, and 
of prince: Eugene, veſted with the command 
there, had filled him with a ſtrong deſire of 


making his firſt eſſays in the liſts of glory, under 


ewo ſuch renowned heroes. 

His father, who in the army paſſed inde the 
name of count MHiſſein, had —— the com- 
mand of the troops of Saxony on general Schu- 
dembourg, who appointed count Saxe his aid- 
major-general. 'T'ho' no more than twelve years 
old, he mounted the trenches ſeveral times be- 
fore the city and citadel, under the eyes of his 


father, who was highly 'pleaſed with his un- 


daunted ſpirit. Every thing having been agreed 
on relating to the capitulation of the citadel of 


Liſie, the two armies ſeparated, and went into 


winter - quarters; ſo ended the campaign of 
1708. He returned to Dreſden. 

In the month of June of the following year, 
1709. he aſſiſted at the ſiege of Tournay, At 
which, as well as at that of Liſe in the preced- 
ing campaign, his * actions acquired * 

2 the 


( r 
the eſteem of Schulembourg, and the duke of 
Marlborough. „ iz 62 
The capitulation for the citadel of Tournay 
was no ſooner ſigned on. both ſides, than the 
allies having received information of the weak- 
neſs of the garriſon of Mons, detached a large 
body of horſe, carrying each a foot-ſoldier behind {| 
him, under the prince of Heſfje-Cafſe's command; 
in order to hinder the French from making them- 
ſelves maſter of the paſſage of the little river 
Hayne (from which the country of Haynault 
takes its name) and to inveſt Mons the capital 
thereof, before marſhal de Villars ſhould: be able 
to penetrate into their ſcheme,” ' ©: 
Ihe young count being very deſirous to make 
dne of this expedition, ſollicited for permiſſion 
| to follow the prince of Heſſè - Caſſel, which grant- 
| ed, he carried a foot-ſoldier behind him, and 
was one of the foremoſt in paſſing. the Hayne, 
ſword. in hand, while marſhal de Villars croſſed 
the river of Heineau, with a view of aſſiſting of 
Mons, and putting troops and proviſions in it. 
The two armies finding themſelves within ſight 
of one another, not far from that city, began by 
cannonading, and continued in order of battle 
a part of the night, . | DT 
Next day many ſkirmiſhes happened between 
the detachments. of both armies. |. Count Saxe 
had a ſhare in moſt of them; and was always 
vext when he heard that there had been any, at 
which he aſſiſted not, for his paſſion was to be 
in chem al. On 
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Mau ron Count Sax r. 8 
On the tenth of September, 1709. he very 
narrowly eſcaped n or killed in one 
of thoſe ſkirmiſhes. Nor could he have extri- 
cated himſelf, if by a piſtol-ſhot. he had not 
Luckily defeated: his purſuer's intent. And the 
following day, in the famous battle of Malpia- 
pet, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a determined 
bravery, that ſeemed quite above his age, declar- 
ing in the evening, That he was content with 
« bis day's wett N 
At the ſiege of Mons he mounted the firſt 
trenches, in the night between the 25th and the 
- 26th: of the ſame month. That city ſurrender- 
ing the tenth of October following, the campaign 
concluded by the ſeparation of the two armies 
for their reſpective winter-quarters. Count 
Saxe returned to Dreſden; and from all the 
court received congratulatory compliments for 
his gallant behaviour during the campaign. 
In March 1710. having learned that the Ruf 
ant were on their way for Livonia, he left Dreſ- 
deu, in order to repair to the ſiege of Riga, where 
Peter the Great commanded in perſon, 5 whom 
he was moſt graciouſly received. His behaviour 
in this — ſuch, as juſtified with 
this monarch the high character he had already 
r Goo no apron RD, 
He took leave of him to repair to Flanders, 
and arrived before Douay, at the time of its ca- 
pitulation, the 25th of June of the ſame year. 
He was not a little diſſatisfied with himſelf, for 
his not having come ſoon enough, to ſhare in the 
reduction of this city. But the ſiege of Bethune 
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begun ooh after, gave him N oppoftunt- 
dies of making up for loſt time. hs 

He expoſed himſelf fo andaantedly on many 
occaſions, that the duke of Marlborough ſaid of 
him, None but a man ignorant of what dan- 
ger is, would attempt what he wantonly did!“ 
Prince Eugene, in order to curb, thus accoſted 
him; “ Raſhneſs will never be deemed cou- 
** rage, and that he ought to beware of miſtaking 
« them, becauſe the true judges of both will ne⸗ 
er let themſelves be impoſed on- 

Theſe remonſtrances could not abate his art” 
dor, nor keep him from any attacks during the 
hege, Which over, the campaign ended, and he 
returned to Dreſden. From whence he ſet out 
in the year 1711. with the king his father, for 
the campaign of Pomerania, jointly with - the 
Danes, purſuant to the treaty of L. ald be- 
tween theſe two nations, and the a, an 
Charles the XIlth, king of Sueden. 

Young Saxe affiſted bis father in taking Top- 
rw; followed him alſo to Stralzund, where with 
bis piſtol in his hand; in full view of the ene 
my, he ſwam over the river; and although he 
| faw three officers and twenty ſoldiers killed dur- 
| ing his paſſage, he was no way diſmayed. The 
| ſeafon being too far ſpent, and the adjacent coun- 
try quite overflown, the united armies of Den- 
mark and Saxony were compelled to raiſe the 
ſiege, and alſo that of J/iſmar ; they notwith- 
ſtanding marched to Fort Penamuda, which they 


took, and then E As ſoon as the _ 


* 
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had repaired to the winter quarter count Saws 
returned to Dreſden. -. 

The king, who had been a mizoeks of his ex- 
perience and capacity, raiſed a regiment. of horſe 
for him. The count employed all the winter in 
lifting men, chuſing horſes, and diſciplining his 
troops. The king having complimented bim 
with the liberty of chuſing his own. officers, he 
choſe none but thoſe whom he knew to be truly 
brave. He preferred the pleaſure of exerciſing 
his regiment io all others, and longed for an 
opportunity to ſee them perform in an action 


eyolutions which he had invented. 


In the beginning of che 1712. the allied a 


mies of Paland and . Denmark were making 


ready to commence hoftilities againſt the teryi- 
tories of Germany, ſtill in the king of Sweden's 
poſſeſſion. The firſt operation was againſt the 
dutchy of Bremen. Count Saxe having received 
orders ſor this expedition, conducted his regi- 
ment to the rendezvous of the arm). 
Stade, the moſt important place in the dutch 
of Bremen, was befieged, and taken, before it 
was poſlible count Sieinbac could come to its re- 


lief; but as ſoon as that brave Srosdiſb general 
had reached the conquerors in the old dutchy of 
Mechelbourg, not far from a village called Ga- | 
delbuſh, he gave them battle the 20th of De- 


cember, 17 1 Z. The fight was ſo bloody and obſti- 
nate on both ſides, that more than ten thouſand 


men, killed or wounded, remained in the field. 


Notwithſtanding the allied army had ſuperiority 
of numbers, and the advantage of the ground, the 
1 B 4 Swedes 
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S'!ꝛubedes were victorious, and remained maſters of 

the field of battle, which their enemies were 
obliged to abandon, with part of their baggage 


1 


M. 
and artillery. 1. HEY eee eee. | CO 
In this engagemem, which laſted three hours, | ©! 
count Saxe Rad ſeveral of his officers and ſoldi- | 9! 
ers killed. A*horſe was killed under himſelf | © 
*withr a eannon-ball. - Altho' this was the firſt n 
time of his being at the head ef a regiment, he 
acquitted himſelf with all the refolution and d 
- caution of à conſummate warrior. The fine 0 
diſpoſitions which he made in his repeated at- a 
tacks, as well as in his retreat; obtained for him 
| the unixerfal approbation of friends and foes \ 
Count Saxe being returned to-Dreſtien; his 
principal oecupation ſor near a year, was to fe- 
cruit, and remount'his regiment, which had 
greatly ſuffered in the affair of Gadelbuſh;' be- 
cCauſe he had rallied his men ſeveral times during 
the action, and returned to charge the enemy. 
| About this time his mother reſolved on: hts 
marriage, in order to wean him from amours, 
| which he was very inelinable to, and found a very 
|| advantageous match for him in the young coun- 
| teſs of Lobin, a lady of high birth, and great 
= 2 Notwithſtanding that he had formerly 
|, expre ed a repugnancy to matrimony, yet in- 
| mediately after he had ſeen this blooming prin- 
ceſs, and was informed of her name being Yic- 
toria, he with raptures-confented to marry her. 
Nile has ſince often declared, that her name con- 
| | tributed as much as her beauty to his determina- 
| tion, or even herlarge eſtate # 4 


Nothing 


* 
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Mavk1ce Count Sax x. 9 
Nothing more was wanting but the king's 


conſent, who on his arrival was applied to by 


madam Koniſmarc. The king not only gave his 


conſent, but likewiſe undertook to defray tie 
| entire expence neceſſary for the ſolemnization 
of their nuptials, and ſuitable to ſo pleaſing an 
occaſion, gave ſeveral magnificent entertain- 


ments. 


In the beginning of the year 1715. eount 
Saxe was greatly pleaſed to learn, that the king 
of Polaud had named him to ſerve in Pomera— 


nia, with his regiment, under the orders of count 
Malterbath, who then commanded: the Saxons. 
The counteſs his ſpouſe, who found herſelf with 
child about that time, would not have conſented 
to his departure; he therefore to avoid the cere- 
monial of either bidding her or his mother adieu. 
left Dre/den about the end of the month of Ja- 
nuary, to go and join his regiment, deſtined 
with another regiment, to attack the iſle of 
Ujedom ; having with him but five officers of his 
regiment; and'twelve domeſtic ſervants, he ar- 


7 rived ata ton in Poland, on the river Pieteva, 


called Leopold, and the capital of Red- Ruſſia. 
While he waited there for an eſcort, becauſe 


the country was over-run with Poliſb parties, 


ſubſequent to the Ednfederacy that had been 
formed at- Sandomir, and which ſtill ſubſiſted, 
a report nevertheleſs was ſpread abroad, that a 
truce was-conchuded on between the Saxon troops 
and thoſe of the confederites of Sandomir. He 
judged ſuch a favourable opportunity of reach- 
ing his regiment with fafety, ought not to be 
le B 5 let 
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let ſlip; and therefore, ſet out from Leopold with 


all the Saxon officers, who had waited there as 
well as he for an eſcort. | | 


Zate at night he arrived at a borough called 
Crachnitæ, and there ſtopt at an inn. But the 


truce having been broken before he came, and 
the Poles of the Sandamir confederate army, be- 


ing informed that he was there, formed a de- 
ſign of carrying him off, together with marſhal 


count Flemming, whom they imagined to be 
with him; but, he had taken another road. In 


order to execute their deſign, they detached fix 

hundred horfe and two hundred-dragoons, which: 

an officer called Paſchtouisti commanded.  . 
Count Saxe was ſcarce ſeated down to ſupper, 


when news came to him, that a large body of 
troops had entered the place, and was marching 


towards the inn; that their project ſeemed level- 


led at him: ſo that it was time for him to be on 


his grrard, if not inclined to ſurrender, the truce 
being now at an end. Not having above a ſcore 
perſons remaining with him, the different apart- 
ments of the houſe being ſeparated one from the 


other, it was not practicable for him to defend 


them all. He abandoned the court, and took 


to the chambers, in each he poſted two or three 


men, whom he commanded te bore holes in the 
floor, that they might fixe from above on thoſe 


| who entered below; and as he could give aſſiſt- 


ance to his people but from the ſtable, he took 

his ſtation there with. hat men he had left. 
This diſpoſition was ſcarce made when the 
Peies appeared at the doors of the inn, which 
N 3 4 Were 
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were inſtantly broke open; but as the floors of 
the chamber were low, and thoſe placed in them 
could reach the enemy with their ſcrewed ba- 
yonets, unſeen, they availed themſelves of this 


advantage ; the firſt who entered were killed 
immediately, thoſe following, ſtopped aſtoniſh- 


ed, changed their attack, and endeavoured to get 
into the upper chambers through the windows. 


This movement of the enemy puzzled the 


count and his company, there being no means 


of preventing it. He therefore ſuffered them to 


proceed, reſolving to go up, and enter the cham- 
bers, the ſword in one hand, and the piſtol in 
the other, with his campanions. He entered 


firſt, and received a wound in his thigh, which 


he felt ever after; his followers ſeconded ſo well 


their intrepid leader, that their enemies were all 


eut to pieces, and thoſe who ſurvived threw 
themſelves out of the window. Being repulſed 


a ſecond:time, they altered their fcheme, and } 
beſet the houſe till day ſhould appear; then their | 
captain having poſted guards every where, ſent 
a ſummons to count Saxe to ſurrender, with 
menaces of ſetting fire to the houſe and borough, 
in caſe he refuſed: upon which the count call- 
ing upon him to withdraw, which he not obey- 
ed, was ſhot dead inſtant x. | 
The enemy not atall diſcouraged by the loſs of 


Paſcbtouiſti, but yet unwilling to ſhed the blood ̃⁊ 


of a king's ſon, they ſent a friar with a ſecond 
ſummons, who received the like anſwer. But 
an the mean time, the beſieged began to want 


proviſion and ammunition; they had powder 
9 B 6 


indeed 


having aſſiſted at different operations, he was 
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indeed, but no bullets. They had recourſe to 
Ton nails, and when theſe failed them, they 
loaded their fire-· arms with what ſilver they had 


in their pockets. But this reſource alſo failing, 


the count called his people together, of: whom 
not one was miſſing, and ſaid, “that as no quar- 


ter was to be expected, their buſineſs was to ſally 


out ſword: in hand thro' the enemy diſperſed 
round the inn to form the blockade; the dark - 
neſs of the night befriended them; that their 
retreat might be eaſily ſecured'in a neighbour- 
ing wood ; that the greateſt diſadvantage which 
could befal them, would be the meeting one of 
the rear- guards, whom, while ſurprized at fo un- 
expected a viſit, their buſineſs would be to charge 
ſword in hand, and not to. give them time to re- 
cover from their ala m. 1 4707 
Ss daring a propoſal from the young prince, 
aſtoniſned the hearers, at the ſame time that 
they . allowed. the validity of his arguments, 


agreeable to which, their little council of war 
broke up, they ſallied out, and as he had fore- 


ſeen, met with a guard of the enemy, whe net 
apprehenſive of any thing, had alighted to repoſe 
themſelves. The count's brave friends, animated 
by his heroic example, fell on with ſuch 1impetue- 
ſity as not to give them time to fire a ſnot; then 
ſeized on as many of their horſes as were judged 
neceſſary, en which they travelled the whole 


night to Sandomir, where a, Jaxen garriſon was 


lodged. The count continued his route to the 
rendezvous of the Saxon army; where after 


de- 


. 


⁊ un 


ſtep he had as yet taken, was to difband. the 
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detached the firſt of Augu/i to go and attack the 
iſland of Len, n ian a 

_Thither he marched at the head of his regi- 
ment, and preſſed the beſieged with. ſo. much 
vigour, that on the 1.5th of the ſame month, he 


was maſter of the iſland; while the Danes and 
Hanoverians blocked up Wiſinar, and came to 


join the grand army to form the ſiege of Stral- 

This ſiege was productive of greatdifficulties, 
becauſe; beſides the ſtrength and good: condition 
of its fortifications, it was defended by the king 
of . Sweden. in perſon: fo that although the 


| trenches were opened:the'20th-off Ofiber, it did 
not ſurrender :till-;the thirteenth of December. 
Charles: the XIIth left.it the night before, and 


made his way through the Ran fleet, which 
covered the Bakke ſeg, to prevent that monarch!s 


| eſcaping}... Theitaking of which put an. end to 
che campaign. rd) io © „ ** 


Count Saxe, on his arriyal at Dreſden in Fa- 
nary 1716. was highly tejoiced:to find his lady 


| delivered of a ſon, who, though ſeemingly of a 
; robuſt, conſtitution, died ſoon after his birth. 
and. was the only child he had by her. 


Overtures of · peace from the part of Sweden 


giving him idle time, he filled it up, by making 


ſeveral journies. to Ruſia, Poland, and Pruſſia. 
The Saxon miniſter, beſides his old pique to the 


counteſs of Konic/marc, conceived a violent jear 


louſy againſt, her ſon's riſing. merit, whom: to 
thwart he let flip no occaſion; but the boldeſt 


count's 
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count's regiment, and alſo that of prince Lou: 


5 irtemberg, whom he alſo hated..- | 200 „. 
' Young Saxe, ſtung to the quick at FLY mal 


treatment for all his ſervices, repaired do che xing, 


and repeated publicly to him all the acts of ma- 
levolence the Saxon miniſter had done to his mo- 
ther and himſelf.” Nay, warmed with the fub- 


ject, and ſomewhat forgetful of that reſpect due 


to his ſovereign, he abruptly declared, that M the 


king did not order adequate fatisfation ts be 


made him, he would take n, eafures him- 
felf. 12 182 2 39% * 1 23 v3 
nie king, though perhaps: 8 not dif. 
pleaſed with his ſon's ſpirit, anſwered him iir a 


menacin tone, Such words, and ſuch beha- 1 


* viour, might in al} kikelihood, make him a 


ladger in the caſtle of Kenighein,” the ſtate- 


priſon near Dreſden." 4 The count, without re- 
plying, left the king's apartmerity went directly 


to his ſtables, ordered one of the · beſt horſes to 


be ſaddled, on which. he rode off to his lady, 
who was then atlons ef ber c ſeats, twenty 
leagues diſtant from Dreſs un. Moreover he had 
not ſeen her for ſome Se on account of the 
capriciouſneſs of her temper, which was become 
ſo diſagreeable to him, that he wrote to his 
mother, that confinement in the caſtle of Konig - 


p . * nan r 
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flein for the reſt of his life, eould not be ſo in- 


ſupportable to him; as to remain eight days 
jonger where he was; and thereſore ſtrenuouſſy 


ſollicited her to conciliate the king's good graces 


to him, which on account of the paternal den⸗ 
3 he — for him; was eaſily obtained. 


Hopes 


Tbui 
* tral. 
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MaufR fer Count SAx E. 
Count Saxe's next requeſt of the king, was 


to go and ſerve in the Imperial army, conſiſting 
of. one hundred and fifty thouſand men, then. 


| aſlembled i in Hungary, under the command of 


prince Eugene of Savoy, to act againſt the Turks. 
The king not only conſented, but gave alſo or- 
ders for an equipage to be got ready for him, 
ſuitable to his birth; hut, he being too impatient 
to ſtay for it, ſet out ſor the camp at Belgrade; 
where he arrived the 20th of Ju-, 1717. Prince. 
Eugene, who had ſeen many. inſtances of count 


| Saxe's bravery in Flanders, received him in a di- 
ſtinguiſhed manner, and in perfon preſented him 
to all the princes then in his army, the moſt ſplen- 


did and magnificent which had ever been ſeen; 
for beſides a conſiderable number of foreign n- 


bility of the foremoſt rank, more than 


ſovereign. princes and others had repaired thi- 
ther from all parts, to ſerve in quality of volun- 
teers : and all diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their | 
bravery and magnificence. 

The paſſage of the Danube near - Bouzava, o on 
the 15th of June, 1717. was the firſt important 
expedition of this campaign, which being hap- 
pily executed, facilitated the ſiege of Belgrade 
ſooner than had been at firſt — It had 
been inveſted before the arrival of count Saxe. 
Beſides the operations of the ſiege, he was al- 
ways deli ghted to go ON ere W = 
Turks, 

He was e to kite Ben companpi/to is 
and have a little diverſion with them in the w 
of Wm by which he expoſed himſelf - 
2 moilr 
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moſt imminent dangers, as there was no 10 adh. 
ter to be expected from them. 
On the 1th of Augigſ in the ſame year, prince 
"*Eulgene gave the Turkiſh army (more than double 
the number of his) battle, obtained a complete 
victory over them, and all its conſequences, The 
next day the commander of Belgrade demanded 
to capitulate. On the 22d, the articles were 
ſigned on both ſides, and the ſame ay hut IR 
was delivered to the Imperialiſts. its? 
The defeated: Turks having retired to thei 
oven country, and the Imperial generals diſtri- 
buted their troops in the neighbourhood of Seni- 


lim, the volunteer princes. took leave of prince 


Engenc, and returned to their reſpectiwe homes. 
Count Saxe was the laſt of them who left the 
ariny. From Belgrade he travelled to Haven 
lat, a town in Poland; where the court was dt 
that time. He arrived there in the beginning 
-of the year 1718. and the king his father con- 
ferred on him the order of the }hite eagle. 
Tze reciprocal averſion of count Saxe and his 
Hide grew to ſuch a pitch, in fpite of all inter- 


mediation of the court, and their friends, that 
be reſalved on going ts France: there he arrived 
in the 1720. was moſt gracioufly received 


by che duke of Orleans, then regent of France, 


to whom he paid his court; who thoroughly in- 
formed of the caunt's military mexits, as well as 


of the motive of his coming to France, intereſted 


himſelf in his behalf, and propoſed to _ him 


an rwe An in Fance. — 
| He 


ea 
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He moſt gratefully thanked the regent, and 

umbly obſerved the dutiful neceſſity- of having 

is father's: conſent ; to which the regent re- 

lied, ++ Go, count, to the king your father ut 
Dreſden, and, in order to induce him to 
* grant your requeſt, and to ſhew him · at the 
ſame time how much I have ybur. prefetmetit 


at this court at heart, communicate to him 


the breviate · of a camp- murſtra wiwch'{ will 
order to be drawn up in your name? -4 
So extraordinary a mark of. favoui, of which 
ere are but few examples tò be found, eauſed 


great murmuring at Ferſailles, and. waz taken 
Reinouſſy by moſt of the: nobilny; that — 
them remonſtrated to M. Le Blanc, the then 

miniſter of war, but in vain. The breviate 


vas figned and delivered to the court. The 


Sform of it was as follows 


„This day, the ſeventh of ; Auguſt 1 720, 


the king at Paris, and intending to qualify 


count Saxe for entering into: his ſervice, in a 


J< poſt ſuitable to his birth; and at the ſame 
time to give a proof of the high eſteem he 
“bears to (the king) his father, has, by the ad- 
vice of the duke of Orleans ee 


abliſhed 


“* him in the rank of camp-marſhal in hi 
armies, to perform hereafter the functions of 
that poſt, with the full uſe and * rr 

* of all dignities and privileges annexe 


_- Signed LEWIS. 
Underneath LE BLANC.“ 


Count | 


to id, 
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| forfeited and valuable eſtates. The count had 


violent; as well as ton well grounded jealouſy, 


$8 TuzbLIF E, o 

Count Saxe having ſolved every objection his 
father. raiſed againſt his ſerving in France, he 
not only gav- the his conſent, but alſo en- 
ereaſeft his revenues, by granting him ſeveral 


alſo prejected a long while to have his marriage 


— 7 _ for: that purpoſe had conſulted d 
equently with very-eminent lawyers, to whom il , 
it appeared — cx fince it cduld ay tc 
be brought torbear by proof of adultery -agai 


one of the parties. Moreover, according to the 
laws of Saxony, adultery. is. capital crime, and 
e culprit puniſniable wich deten 

The young count was a bold man, and was 
reſolved: to run any riſk rather than be tied any 
Jenger to a perſon who had outlived his liking; 
and for the farther ſingularity, conſulted even 
with her about the means of effecting it: her too 


to Which he gave repeated cauſe, rendered him 
fo odious in her eyes, that he knew ſhe would 
readily ' concur, in order to become her own 
miſtreſs again. He played the provoking part 


'5 0 092 =, cx, rr 00 - 


ſo well, that ſhe ſigned a conſent to have their Ne 
„ in the ſpeedieſt manner poſ- . 
641 fer. F MEA SI94515% 
With this inſtrument he returned from her , 
country-ſeat to coutt, ſhewed it to the king, Þ a 
and entreated his majeſty's permiflion to make y Mn 
the intended uſe of it: ſhe repaired to court a ſe 
few days after, and having, by compact, ap- Ih 

pointed à day for his being convicted of adultery, 
| count 4 


ith. 
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count Saxe was exhibited 1 in bed with one of _— 
waiting - Women. r „aA 4-15 
Witneſſes poſted for the. puoi Gore to 'the 
fact: in virtue of their evidence the marriage 
was annulled, and count Saxe, conformable to 
the ſevere laws of that, country, ſentenced /to 
Rt, but in the mean jwhile the king had 
9 2 pardon to be made out for him, which, 
* ſatisfaction, as he ſat down to dim- 
ney with his majeſty Shag very day, heMoveren 
under his. napkin. . 527) Ad 10 302336 7 
She, in conſequence, wes, allowed: to Marry 
2gain; and was, married ein à ſhort time after 
to a Saxon officer, by whom ſhe had three chib- 
dren: ſhe had been dead long before the cöunt, 
who, whenever he went to Saxdny, ſo far from 
forgetting, always viſited: hex, Which made 
people imagine he regreted the loſs of 
her. - One thing, however, is true, that having 
given her his n that he would never marry 
again, he has religiouſiy obſerved it, tho he has 
had ſince. very brilliant opportunities. 
Leave obtained from the king of Poland to 
engage in the French ſervice, he arrived in 
Paris in the beginning of the yur 17223 and, 
3 there were no other, but foreign regiments 
1 at that time, he bought that of Spar at 
a very dear rate, which afterwards went by his 
name. , His firſt care was to change its. old ex- 
erciſe to that of his own invention, which he 
had fo ſucceſsfully practiſed in Saxony. 
Tho! from that period he had fixed his re. 
udence i in France, he viſited Poland and Saxony 
from 


2 t LIFE S 
from time to time. The French being in a ge: 
neral peace, in order ſtill to make a 1175 
proficiency in the art of war, he. applied him. 
Felf cloſely to engineering, fortification, and the 
mathematics, which he learned with as much 
eaſe as he had à repugnancy for other ſtudies 
Towards the end of the year 1925; an extra: 
ordinary event called him to Dreſden, and from 
-thence to Warfare, where the Poliſh court at 
that juncture c ſided, which was an invitation 
to accept of the ſovereignty of Courland, which 
he communicated to the king, who, foreſecing 
many obſtacles, gave him no encouragemem 
The count, however, inſtigated by his friends, 
and urged by Brake/” agent for the Courlanders, 
determined to repair (the under the pretext o 
going ſomewhere elſe) to Mittaio; the capital 
of —— where oy given the 18th of 20 
1726, and was received with great joy by the] 
ſtates. He — invert les Teh 
the dutcheſs dowager of Courland, to whom 
he inſinuated marriage, if the ſcheme ſhould 
ſucceed. Charmed before ſhe. had feen him 
with -his reputation, ſhe was now enamoyred 
of his perſon and manners, and promiſed her 
utmoſt aſſiſtance that his enterprize might ſuc- 
ceced: ſhe was ſecond daughter to the czar 
Nun Alexiowits, brother of Peter the Great: 
was born in the year 1693, and married in 1710 
to prince Frederict-Milliam duke of Courland, 
who dying without children in the year 17 10 
8 E RE + OE 147) HOT Os 1 1294 be- 
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Count Saxe is diſcoverd carrying a Lady 
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onhis Back. 
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oc P his dukedom to his brother Ferdi- 
Jad count Saxe put a fir al concluſion to 
ratters with her at this time, he might have 
maintained himſelf not only in Courland, but 
ould alſo have ſhared , with that princeſs the 
rone of Ruſſia, which ſhe was afterwards 
aiſed to. She neglected nothing on her ſide ; 
Pelides, duke Ferdinand was fo far from agree-, 
ble to his ſubjects, that they compelled him to 
treat to Dantzich, on account of een 
ich he had been guilty of in Caurland. An- 
ther objection they had to him was his religion, 
he being of the Romiſh faith, and they Lu- 
Ur ans. "W's 3 7 DEN 
For which. reaſons, . regardleſs of all pro- 
teſtations of duke Ferdinand, dictated by Po- 
and, their combined views were to give him a 
ſucceſſor, who, by ſtrenuouſſy maintaining their 


q * , 
. 


rights and liberties, might be able to throw off 
te yoke. of any Scher power, that ſhould en. 
deavour to infringe them, and alſo to maintain 
sd of chulung ee Pank ee 
elves. 1 3 moe ono eo aff wy 
During theſe tranſactions in Caurland, count 
axe returned to France, employed. all his ways 
and means there in arder to levy money, and men. 
One Leger was appointed Collector for the lb. 
criptions of his friends. At Liege another per- 
on was employed by. the count 10 enliſt all the 
leſerters who could be found, and of whatever 
ation. The ſcheme was to raiſe three thou- 
nd men: but the growing expence Serpathng 
I 7 y 
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by far the ſums collected; and Leger, in conſe. Ide 
quence, diſcontinuing to remit money, noſſ iin 
more than eighteen hundred men were en- Nu 
lifted, of Which half 3 on the way tc 

Tabec, the place they were to be embarked at m 
By cheſè diſaſters, the count received butſÞ ſe; 
nine Hundred effective men, whom, on theirf he 
arrival; he formed ihto a regiment, and dil- I cc 
— according to his own invented exer - m 
cite! . & (38 7 $2555 7 enen ; b ne 


over all competitors, he was unanimouſſy elected 
fücceſſor to duke Ferdinand. Two days after 
his- election, count Saxe ſent a notification 
thereof to the. primate of Polunu he alſo ſentſ p- 
one to the king, his father, with a private ac- 
count of all that had paſſed on the occaſion; Þ| t] 


Prince Afenzikoff, one of the competitors ſup- I ti 


—Anding. that neither by in- $ 


of count Saxe, employed eight hundred armedf ti 
ruffians to ſteal a march on, ſurprize, and carry © 
him off by force. This baſe intent was fruſtrated | ſ 
by the friendly intervention of the dutcheſs of d 
Conrland, who ſent her guards to his aſſiſtance; ( 
he having but about ſixty attendants, of which! 
but two were ſlightly hurt: his aſſailants aid 
befiegers had ſixteen killed, and more than ſixty i 
wounded ; of the latter was their commander, | 
which occaſioned his precipitate retreat. {| 


Count Sæxe's houſe having ſuffered greatly by 


r the dutcheſs prevailed on him to ac-W 
cept of an apartment in her palace, — f 
| 10 
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did, and made uſe of all the time he ſojourned 
in Mittaio the capital, where he was enter- 
tained at the dowager's expence, who omitted 
no. opportunity of giving demonſtrations how 
much ſhe regarded him. Every morning ſhe 
ſent a page to his levee to enquire about his 
health, and one of her officers to receive his 
commands. All. his returns: to her were the 
mere effects: of politeneſs; for paſſion he had 
none: his utmoſt feelitig for her was a ſenſe of 
gratitude. She, nevertheleſs, ſet out ſor St. 
Peterſburg, to procure a ratification of his elec- 
tion; thither he at the ſame time: ſent a letter to 
baron: D'Oflerman, privy counſellor to the em- 
́1111 
" Whatcontributod:to give a greater energy to 
I che ſolieitations of the dutchess of Curland, and 
S ſup· the favourable: impreſſions occaſioned by count 
y in- Saxe's. letter, was an unexpected declaration 
tion from the king of Poland, notified at Warſaw: 
rmedf to the Ruſſian miniſter, wherein he complained 
carry of the proceeding of prince Menxito in con- 
rated ſequierice whereof, baron D'O/ternian gave or- 
1s off ders that their troops ſhould forthwith evacuate: 
: Caur land. an wyHtorr N 2 eee 
The retreat of the Nuſſian troops afforded: 
but a ſhort- lived pleaſure to count Saxa, having 
intelligence from Poland that his ele ion had 
raiſed him a number of enemies there. 
The diet being on the point of aſſembling at 
Grodno, he thought proper to be preſent at it; 
and, on the th of October, arrived there in - 
cognito. But his real friends having yon 
5 | | im 
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him that his affair engroſſed all the thoughts 
of the diet, counſelled him to withdraw. 


The king of Poland was obliged to diſſemble 
on this occaſion, however he might have felt 


inwardly for his ſon; and debates running daily 
higher on this ſubject, he found himſelf under a 
political neceſſity of aer, to count Saxe, in 
ing terms, to return without delay, and de- 

ver up the act of his election, with every thing 
thereto appertaining. This letter was dated 
October the 11th, which not being anſwered, 
he wrote another the 18th, in — and 


more urgent terms. To the latter count Sax: 


wrote-an anſwer, ſpirited as a man of honour, 
and dutiful as a ſon, which he had ſcarce ſent 
off for Groduo, when he received a diploma, 


che king his father was neceſſitated to grant 


againſt him, at the reiterated ſolicitations of che 
nuncios; it was ſigned October the 26th.— For 
non- appearance, and à refuſal to give up the 


act of his election, count Nuxe was outlawed 


by the decrees of the diet. 77 
This was looked upon by ſome as a political 


ſtroke of the king's, in order that the count's 
pretenſions to Caurland might thereby be the 
better eſtabliſned. For the diet had no right to 
outlaw him, he not being a native of Poland; 


and, by doing it, they acknowledged him in a 


manner duke of Corrlandd. The nuncios, not 
fatisfied as yet with what the king had done for 
them, got a local commiſſion opened before the 


end of the year; that the abettors of the aſ- 
ſembling the ſtates of Courland, and all thoſe 
ttt | who 
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who had co- operated in the election of Count 
Saxe, ſhould undergo an enquiry. 

A reward being offered by the diet for Count 
Saxe's head, and thoſe of the deputies of the 
ſtates of Courland, who had been, in vain, at 
difterent times ſummoned to appear at it, he 
ſet out in private for Dreſden, where he raiſed 
all the money he could ; and, on the 24th of 
November, he returned to Mittau. The firſt 
thing he then did, was to form a guard of three 
hundred men, demimined to maintain himſelf 
at all events ; and ſhould he be compelled to 
give up his act of election, that he would yield 
it to the hands of thoſe only who had conferred 
that honour on him. 

The regency, however, rl leſt fuck] in- 
effectual preparations might ſtill excite greater 


reſentment in the Poles, remonſtrated to him 


their ſituation ; but deaf to all their propoſals, 
he for the firſt time ſpoke to them in the tone 
of a ſovereign, and acted as ſuch, Although 
under ſentence of baniſhment, Count Saxe ven- 
tured to go to Bralle/tock, in the beginning of 
the following year, at which time the king was 
detained there with ſickneſs: he had many pri- 
vate interviews. His father adviſed him, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, to deſiſt from his pretenſions on 
Courland, and was very urgent wtih him, that 
he might deliver the diploma of electionin to his 
hands : againſt which Count Saxe pleaded vari- 
ous excuſes ; and finding that his father was un- 
willing to aſſiſt him __ political views, he ſet 
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out for Mittau, and arrived there the fourth day 
of February in the ſame year. 

Soon after his arrival, the king, in order to 
quiet the Po/z/h miniſtry, ſent poſitive orders to 
him to withdraw from Courland, and join his regi- 
ment in France; commanding all his adherents 
to forſake, and come immediately to Warſaw, to 
account for their behaviour relatively to him. 


Count Saxe, who had drained the finances of 
all his friends, ſet out for Lepfick, where he 


raiſed all the money he could. Having learned 
that his father was at Pilnitz, and would remain 


there for ſome days, he went thither, and hav- 


ing waited on the king, while he ſojourned 
there; he returned to Mittato on the 15th of 
Joon, and in the moſt cautious manner he could, 
or the Poliſb republic had promiſed a high pre- 
mium - to whoever ſhould make him priſoner ; 


and if he had unluckily fallen into their power, 


perhaps all the king's authority would not have 
been able to ſave his life. He was met ſeveral 


times by Poles, who knew him through all his 


diſguiſe ; but having friendly wiſhes for, took 
no notice of him. 

After ſome time, Count Saxe perceived he 
could not remain longer at Mittato, becauſe, 
if he ſhould wait the arrival of the Poliſhß repu- 


blic's commiſſioners there, he mult run the riſk 


of being arreſted ; he therefore waited on the 
dutcheſs of Courland, to take his leave of her. He 
withdrew to Coniſberg, to wait the reſult as well 


of the commiſſion, as of the negociations, which 


were tranſacting for him in difterent courts ; 


I per 
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particularly that of England, on which he had 


founded great expectations. But as ſoon as he 


learned, that they had miſcarried, he left Co- 
niſberg, and repaired to Liban; whither thoſe 
of his people, who had remained at Dantzich,- 
came to join him, that he might be eſcorted by 
them to the iſland of U/maiz, where he landed 
the 8th of Augu/t 1727. Iwo days after, he 
reſolved to raiſe fortifications in that iſland, 
where he received a large convoy with proviſi- 
ons and ammunition. 

He compelled a hundred peaſants in the neigh- 
bourhood, to come and join the three hundred 
ſoldiers which he had, to work at the entrench- 
ments. He publiſhed a reſcript, on the 18th of 
the ſame month, inviting the Courlanders to re- 
pair to him there. But ſo far from conforming 


' therewith, they would not even permit the pu- 


blication of it in their villages. Their politics 
now were turned, to get well with the Polfþ 
republic's commiſſion, which was to arrive there 
ſoon, and to preſerve their country from the in- 
conveniencies it was menaced with. 

In the mean time, the Ruſſian generals (ſent 
by the intrigues of prince Menxiboſ, regent of 
Ruffia, ſince the empreſs's deceaſe, on the 17th 


| of May) who had been informed of the retreat 


of Count Saxe, marched towards the lake of U/- 


maiz, to which place they were to advance, to 


have a conference with him. General B:b1koff 
deſired an interview with the Count, which was 
granted. The diſcourſe being chiefly on the 
motives of his expedition, he declared the in- 
8 tentions 
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THE LIFE or 

tentions of the Court of Nuſſia, to which the 
upſhot of Count Saxe's anſwer was, “ That, as 
there is no fighting againſt impoſſibilities, he 


— —— — 


„ was willing to decline his engagements with 


% the Courlanders, on condition, that he ſhould 
cc be allowed an honourable retreat, and ten 
« days time to withdraw his effects, baggage 
and ammunition, &c.“ 

Inaſmuch as Bibigoſf could not take upon him 
to anſwer poſitively, he told Count Saxe, he 
would make a report to his collegue general La- 


cy; and withdrew, General Lacy penetrated into] 
the deſign of his requeſting ten days, which was 


to give him time to finiſh the entrenchments 
and works, which were already far advanced; 


and if ſuffered to be completed according to his 
plan, twenty thouſand Ry/ſrans would have 
found it a difficult matter to diſlodge him 


from that iſland, though his little army con- 
ſiſted but of three hundred men; therefore ge- 


neral Lacy conſidered how he might ſurprize 


him by ſtratagem, which, to effectuate, he 
cauſe the iſland to be ſurrounded; and on the 
18th of Auguſt, ſent a trumpeter to the Count, 
deſiring a conference with him. 

The Count, too great a politician, refuſed to 
go, and propoſed that general Lacy ſhould come 


to him, but unattended. This commander had 


poſted twelve hundred men round the ifland, 
with orders, upon a certain ſignal given, to at- 
tack the place from whence it ſhould come. 


Next day, he went alone to meet the Count, 


who 
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who having been informed of his project, thus 
accoſted him: 

Were I as ungenerous as you, 1 ſhould 
c this moment plunge a poinard in you : was 
« it becoming a general, who had four thou- 
ec ſand men, to employ treachery againſt an in- 
« jured and perſecuted man, whole little forces 
&« do not exceed three hundred.” Dit flaining 
any further conference, he. turned away from 
him. 

No ſignal appearing, the Ruſſians continued 
| in their poſts until evening ; then general Lacy 
gave them new orders, and ſent to inform the 
Count, „That he allowed him but four and 
twenty hours to retreat, which, if he did not 
* comply with, he muſt expect no quarter,“ 
The Count foreſ ſeeing that he muſt be oppreſſed 
by numbers, his entrenchments being unfiniſh- 
ed, retired the ſame day, which was the 19th 
of Auguſt, to Widau, leaving all his baggage to 
the diſcretion of the Ruſſians, who ſeized there- 
on, and made priſoners of all his people. His 
officers, and ſeveral noble Courlanders attached 
to his fortune, were treated by the Rullur ge 
nerals with great politeneſs. 

Count Saxe, who had gone from Conisberg to 
Elbourg, on leaving the ifland of Uſmaiz, ar- 
rived at Dantzic# incognito, the firſt of Oober. 
He then received from the counteſs of Konſ- 
marc, who was at Leipſic, large remittan- 
ces, and was met by a great many Courland 
noblemen, whoſe attachment to him was in- 
violable. 
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Having repaired to Dreſden, in the beginning 
of the year 1728, the Count ordered new live- 


opportunity of the King of Pruſſia's coming 
thither, of being reconciled with the king his 
father. After ſix weeks delay in Dreſden and 
Quecllinbourg, he returned to review his regi- 
ment in France; then ſet out for Dantzicł, 
where he arrived on the 2oth of April follow- 
Ing. 1 | 8 
He immediately viſited the dutcheſs of Cour- 
land, who happened to be there; but he did not 


too general love for the ſex had diſguſted her. 
By the death of his mother, Count Saxe in- 
herited effects of ſo conſiderable a value, as en- 
abled him to clear off all demands upon him. 
So having ſettled all his affairs in Saxony, he 
left it. * the beginning of the year 1729, 


hopes of his ſovereignty of Caurland and Semi- 
gallea; for as ſoon as he had arranged matters 
relative to his family in Paris, he 2 out from 
thence in April 1729, to go to different Ger- 
man courts, and arrived at Dantzic, in the 


conferences relating to the affairs of that dut- 


chy. 

4 The king of Poland having propoſed to the 

king of Pruſſia, to honour with his preſence a 

camp which he intended to form at Afuhlberg, 

in the month of June following, he ſent timely 
notice 


1jes to be made on his arrival, and ſeized on the | 


meet with ſo kind a reception as formerly, his 


He arrived in Paris, and without giving up all F 


month of June, where he met ſeveral of the 
nobility of Courland, with whom he had many 


— 
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notice to count Saxe, with orders to aſhſt 


there, Quarters were appointed for him near 
thoſe of the king of Pruffes, An equipage was 
ordered by the king for count Saxe, as ſuperb as 


| the electoral princes. This camp proved to be 


the moſt ſplendid, numerous, and magnificent, 
which had been as yet ſeen, The firlt of June 
the two kings — 5 a general review of the 
camp, which laſted ſix and twenty days; dur- 
ing which time many diverſions were introduced 
to diverſify the military exerciſes, to the general 


ſatisfaction of all preſent. 


Count Saxe diſtinguiſhed himſelf above all 


others, by his ſurprizing evolutions, for which 


he was complimented by the two monarchs, and 
their courts. The camp and its diverſions were 
concluded by a great hunting match, in which 
eleven hundred ſtags, hinds, wild goats, and 
wild boars were killed. | | 
Immediately after count Saxe had conducted 
the king of Poland to Dreſden, he ſet out for 
Paris, there he renewed his application to the 
mathematics, which gave him a reliſh for me- 
chanics. He invented a machine, with which he 
pretended to make the boats and lighters aſcend 
tbe river from Rowen to Paris, without the aid 
of horſes, as had been cuſtomary. He went-to 
Rouen to make an experiment of his machine, 
which was made ready in his preſence ; but hav- 
ing diſcovered, upon trial, that it could not an- 
{wer the end, he declined any further proſecu- 


tion of his deſign ; having expended, in conjunc- 


tion with Mr. Boner, large ſums in that under- 
C4 taking. 


32 T 0er 
taking. To count Saxe alſo is partly owing the 
perfection of the engine which is ſeen at preſent 
under Pont-neuf, and ſerves to haul up the boats 
from the Pont-royal, (the names of two bridges 
in Paris) as far as the baſon; without any ne- 
celiity of employing horſes, which, before this 
invention, were a public nuſance. 

Count Saxe, on his arrival at Dreſden, 17 33. 
(vrhither he uſed to make frequent journies) re- 
ceived the melancholy news of his father's death, 
whichgreatly affected him. France took advantage 
of this conjuncture, to revive the pretenſions of 
king Stanislaus; and her intereſt prevailing, the 
primate, who by right was regent during the in- 
terregnum, very peremptorily declared, in the 
name of all the Poliſh nobility, in the behalf of 
king Staniſlaus. , 

In order to keep the Poles ſtedfaſt in their re- 
ſolutions, monſieur Chauvelin, then the French 
miniſter for foreign affairs, communicated on the 
fifteenth of March, 1733. his maſter Lewis the 
fifteenth's declaration to all the foreign miniſ- 
ters. The emperor's declaration appeared as an 
anſwrer to that of the French king's, which at 
the ſame time was diſpatched by couriers to &. 
Peterſburg, the Hague, Berlm, London, and 
Verſailles, with orders for notification in proper 
form to the Imperial miniſters reſiding in theſe 
courts, Theſe preludes of oppoſition were on 


every ſide followed by warlike preparations. 


T he elector of Saxony did all in his power to 
prevail on count Saxe his brother, to accept the 
command of his army, which declining in the 

politeſt 
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politeſt manner he could, he took his leave of 
the electoral court, and returned to Paris the 
28th of July 1733. Being named to ſerve 
on the Rhine, under the command of mar- 
ſhal Berwick, he was among the firſt at his poſt. 
Marſhal Berwick had an high opinion of his 
bravery, and therefore detached him on the 12th 
of October 17 33. with twenty companies of gre- 
nadiers, and two thouſand fuzileers, to paſs the 
Rhine, in ſeveral boats, in a place clear of the 
enemy. He was as expeditious as ſecret in ex- 
ecuting this order. Between the 22d, and 23d, 
he mounted the trenches of Fort-Kehl : the be- 
ſieged fired very briſkly, and juſt by him La Serre 
captain of grenadiers in Richlieu's regiment, was 
killed. A general aſſault being made on the 
26th, the count expoſed himſelf to imminent 
danger. . - | 

In the month of April the following year 
(1734) count Saxe took a large convoy of pro- 
viſions intended for Luxembourg, He was ac- 
cuſed by ſome of temerity in this action, having 
only two hundred dragoons, and the enemy 
being twelve hundred men ſtrong. He nar- 
—_— eſcaped being killed at the ſiege of Traer- 

ach, : 

Marſhal Berwick being determined to force the 
enemies lines at Etlingen, gave count Saxe (whoſe 
merit he praiſed on al} occaſions, ) a detachment 
of grenadiers, He led them into the lines, and 
made ſuch a general havock of the Inperialiſis, 
who ſhewed themſelves, that the others fled in 
the utmoſt terror from their artillery, and the 
Ce: lines. 
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the duke % Noailles. 


had time to put themſelves in order. 
there a Jarge magazine with a hundred and fifty 


by marſhal D' Asfeldt, 


Tur LIFE or 


lines. Upon ſucceeding here, not only the ſe- 
curity of France depended, but alſo the farther 
progreſs of her army's operations. The err 
rals of the army, and princes of the blood 

him all the encomiums that ſo eſſential a 2 


merited. 


On the 12th of June at nine in ths morning, 


marſhal Berwick was killed by a cannon-ball, in 
going to viſit the trenches. 


He was ſucceeded 
in command by the marquis D' Asfeldt, promoted 
to the dignity of marſhal of France, as was alſo 


which he could diſtinguiſn himſelf, on the firſt 
of Augu this year, the French king advanced 


him to the rank of lieutenant- general. 


He was detached on the ſecond of September 


with four battallions, and four ſquadrons, to go 


and ſeize a little borough ealled Altrich, near 


Manheim, which he executed before the enemy 
He took 


He was after detached on the 12th 
who called him his 
right-hand, with twelve hundred foot, and a 
hundred dragoons, to make himſelf maſter of 


priſoners. 


the poſt at Bibrach; he diſlodged the enemy 


tho' they had been entrenched there. 
The Inperialiſis, too ſenſible of the import- 


ance of this poſt, ſent a large body of huſſars to 
_ regain it. 


On the 19th of September,” count 
Saxe, at the head of a hundred grenadiers, met 
them 


In acknowledgment of 
the many gallant actions of the count this cam- 
paign, not letting an opportunity eſcape in 
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them near a little wood, and attacked; with his 
own hand he ſlew the commander, from whom 
he had received a ſtroke on the head with a cut - 

laſs; the ſcull-cap he _ had on in battle, 
prevented his being wounded. He fo e 

routed this party, that it never re- appeared. 

When the army ſeparated, count Saxe returned 
to Paris, and from thence repaired to Fontain- 

bleau, the court being there at that time, by 
which he was univerſally complimented. 

On the 26th of May, 1735, upon advice that 
the Imperialiſis had ſome deſign againſt Oppen- 
hetm, where the French garriſon was but weak, 
count Saxe was detached to go and reinforce it. 
Prince Eugene intending to paſs the Rhine at 
Manheim with his army, marſhal C:igny de- 
tached count Saxe with fourteen battalions, and 
ten ſquadrons, to oppoſe him there. T hither he 
marched on the ſixth of September, and choſe fo 
advantageous a poſt, that he defeated prince Fu- 
genes ſcheme. Unable to undertake any thing, 
count Saxe made the fineſt diſpoſition imagina- 
ble. He was fo intrenched, that it was impoſ- 


ſible to force him; and from thence with a ſmall 


body,. he kept a formidable army in awe. The 
— of the Rhine was not attempted. | 

On the fifth of November a ſuſpenſion of arms 
was publiſhed in both armies ; the-princes and 
general officers left the army, count Saxe, who 
had been very active during the campaign, re 
turned to Paris. The troops on both ſides en- 


tered into winter quarters; and the courts at 
5 8 6 War 
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war were employed about ſettling articles for a 
ſolid treaty of peace. 
On the 12th of February following, the arch- 


dutcheſs Mary Thereſa was married to the duke 


of Lorrain at Vienna; and peace was publiſhed 
in Paris the firſt of June, and was accompanied 
with all the public demonſtrations of joy uſual on 
ſuch occaſions. 


The death of the emperor Charles VI. at 2 1 
enna, the 20th of October 1740. interrupted the 
general peace, by reaſon of the oppoſite intereſts 
which many German powers pretended relative 


to the ſucceſhon. 
Count Saxe on every occaſion renewed his 


pretenſions to Courland by proteſtations, &c. but 


to no purpoſe, Having obtained permiſhon from 


the king, to ſerve in the French auxiliary army, 


to be employed in Germany, in behalf of the 
houſe of Bavaria againſt that of Auſtria, he ſet 
out from Paris the 11th of Augu/? 1741. for 
Straſourg. The elector of Bavaria was gene- 
raliſſimo of his own and the French troops. 
Count Saxe joined him with the firſt diviſion 
of the French cavalry which he commanded. 


The whole army paſſed the river Ens on the 
Zoth of September, and continued its march to 


the banks of the river ps, where it encamped 


the ſecond of Ofvber. Count Saxe was detach- 


ed to advance, at the head of the regiments 
of the camp-maſters, dauphin-dragoons, Ratz41 
huſſars, eight companies of grenadiers, and 
four independent. When he came to //alfec, 


he learned that eighteen hundred Av/trians were 


ON 
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on the other ſide of the village; he marched 
immediately, attacked, conquered, and conti- 
nued his purſuit after them for a long time. 
He took many priſoners, particularly the dra- 
goons of the regiments of Kevenhuller and prince 
Eugene. | | 

Count Saxe not having loſt a man in this 
exploit, moved along the banks of the river 
Ips, where he got intelligence on the 29th of 
September, that in their way up the Danube ſome 
boats had paſſed by Molt. He followed and took 
them, with all the proviſions they had on board. 
He was honoured by many demonſtrations of 
triendſhip from the elector of Bavaria. 

The Bavarian and French armies decamped 
from. St. Polten, and directed their march to- 


! wards the kingdom of Bohemia. Count Saxe 


commanded the vanguard, and took a ſmall town 


called Budweis, where the Auſtrians had a plen- 


tiful magazine. 


The elector having reſolved to take Prague 
by ſtorm, called a grand council of war the 
25th of November, in which it was agreed to 
form one falſe attack, and two real ones. Count 
Polaſtron, charged with one of the real attacks, 
repaired to his poſt an hour after midnight, made 
a very briſk fire, in order to draw the enemy to- 
wards his ſide; in which deſign he ſucceeded. 
About an hour aſter count Saxe began his at- 
tack, and having fixed ladders to the walls, 
climbed on -the ramparts at the head of the 
grenadiers who were under his command. Or- 
dering all who oppoſed to be either killed or 

5 diſarmed, 
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diſarmed, he forced his way to the next gate of 


the city, which he broke open, and gave en- 


trance to the infantry and cavalry on that ſide, 
who made themſelves maſters of the avenues. 
The Count marched after towards the bridge, 
where he was preſented with the keys of the 
town, in the name of the 13 of the 
citizens. General Ogilvie came directly to him, 
and alſo the commander of the citadel, who 
ſurrendered as his priſoners of war, and delivered 


their ſwords to him. The attacks in every other 


part ſucceeded. ſo well, that on the 26th at five 
in the morning, the beſiegers were abſolute 
maſters of Prague. The elector of Bavaria was 
declared king of Bohemia the ſeventh of Decem- 
ber following. br, 

The fifth of December in the ſame year, 1741. 
was remarkable for the extraordinary revolution 
in Kuſſia, in behalf of the princeſs Elizabeth, 
the ſince czarina. The new king of Bohemia 
was elected king of the Romans, and emperor the 
24th of January, 1742. with all the uſual cere- 
monies, under the name of. Charles VII. and 
was crowned at Frankfort, the 12th of February 
following, with a profuſion of magnificence, to 
which the French king contributed largely. 


Count Saxe ſet out from Dreſden the 25th of 


January, with count Rutowshi for Bohemia, and 
joined 1:.arfhal Broglio at Pilſech, where he had 
his head-quarters. The generals on both ſides 
began to take the field in the beginning of 
March. Count Saxe was detached with. a body 


of twelve thouſand men to attack Egra, where 


the 
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giment of Berry, relieved the trenches. 
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the Auſtrians had their magazines under the 
guard of a ſtrong garriſon. He left Prague the 
18th of March, and paſſed forwards towards 
Egra. On the ſecond of April he inveſted it. 
Having received the reinforcements and artillery 
he ſtood in need of, and having under his com- 
mand the camp-marſhals Boufflers, Luxembourg, 
and Mirepoix. On the ſeventh at night he 
opened the trenches. 

The regiment of Roche- Chouart, commanded 


| by the duke of Luxembourg, was the firſt which 


opened the trenches on the fide of the river; 
Count Saxe chuſing to begin his operations in 
that place, becauſe, as it was defended only by 
a ravelin, he judged it to be weakeſt thereabouts. 
On the th, the duke of Bon fiors, with the re- 
Mon- 
ſieur de Mirepoix, at the head of the regiment 
of Beauce on the 10th; which was relieved by 
the regiment of Luxembourg, under the duke 
of. Boufflers command, 

The works of theſe four nights being puſhed 
to the glacis, Count Saxe raiſed two batteries, 
which produced the deſired effect. The works 
were carried on with all imaginable ſucceſs, 


conſidering the many intervening difficulties, 


until the 18th; during which time, there was 


a a continual fire from the artillery and muſkets 
of the beſieged, which killed but twelve of the 


French, and wounded a few others. The com- 
mander ſeeing the enemy ſo near the body of the 
place, did not think it prudent to hold out 
longer; and that he might obtain favourable 

terms, 


40 JJ or .- _. 
terms, at eight o'clock in the morning of the 
I9th, he ordered a white flag to be hung out, 
and a parly to be ſounded. The fame day the 
articles of capitulation were agreed upon, and 
ſigned on both ſides as follows. 


MauRICE de SAXE, 


commander of the ſiege. 


DeFFinG, commander of Egra, and 


colonel of the regiment of Botta. 


The taking of Egra was of the greateſt con- 
ſequence for, beſides ſecuring the conqueſt of Bo- 
hemia, it procured a free communication between 
that kingdom, the Upper- Palatinate and Bava- 
ria. Prince Charles having imagined that place, 
from its fortifications, to be impregnable, took 
no meaſures about ſuccouring it. This con- 
queſt amazed every body, and added ſo much 
to the riling glory of Count Saxe, that, from 
this period, they entertained a much higher opi- 
nion of him, than his reſolute ſcaling of Prague 
had already given them. "The emperor having 
ordered Te Deum to be ſung on this unexpect- 
ed occaſion, wrote to Count Saxe a letter of 
thanks with his own hand. | 

Count Saxe after this expedition repaired to 
Dreſden, where he arrived the 1ſt of May fol- 
lowing. Their Poliſh majeſties, and the court, 
paid all the compliments his valour and experi- 
ence deſerved. Count Brull was one of the 
| forc- 
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went to the court of 
| reſtitution of an eſtate in right of his mother, 
| which in regard to his oven merit, joined to the 
interceſſion of the courts of Dreſden and Ver- 
| failles, was granted, and great marks of eſteem 
| ſhewn to him. | 
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foremoſt to do him honour, and invited him to 
the ſplendid entertainment he had prepared for 


the Duke Saxe wa, 7109" He from thence 
Ruſſia, to ſollicit for the 


He then returned to Dreſden, and from thence 


to the army. His name became fo formidable to 
the Auſtrians, that they trembled, and fled be- 
fore him, unleſs when they were three times his 


numbers; for when he appeared before Elnbogen, 


there were in it near five thouſand Croats and 


huflars, ſtrongly fortified, and furniſned with 


every neceſſary for the holding out of a month's 
ſiege at leaſt. Notwithſtanding which, they 
applied for a capitulation, which the Count 
granted, and with this mark of ignominy, to 
go where they pleaſed : he poſſeſſed himſelf of 
their magazines, and ordered the wooden bridge 
_ was over Egra near that place to be 
burnt. 


While the troops of the reſpective armies 


were looking out for winter- quarters, many 


ſkirmiſhes, but nothing deciſive, happened. In 


the beginning of the year 1743, having obtain- 


ed leave from the French court to raiſe a new 


regiment of Hulans, he ſet out for Dreſden, and 


employed agents there for that purpoſe. In every 
other quarter, fortune declared againſt the em- 
peror, and France his ally, whillt the Auſtrians 

| enjoyed 
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enjoyed a ſeries of ſucceſs. Prince Charles of 
Lerram had obtained a complete victory over 
the Bavarians, under the command of genera) 
Minuzzi, blocked up Brunau, attacked the 
poſt of Dingelfing, &c. which they carried. 


ſtrengthened by the junction of the Engliſb and 
Hanouerian forces, George II. king of England, 
and elector of Hanover, with his ſon at their 
head. This monarch now endeavoured to de- 
throne the emperor, to whom he had given his 
vote, but indeed a forced one, by the arrogance 
of France. 3 
The French king ſent marſnal de Noailles, at 
the head of ſixty- ſix battalions, and a hundred 
and thirty eight ſquadrons in purſuit of the En- 
gliſo, whom he was determined to make repent 
of their interfering in this continental war. Mar- 
ſhal de Noailles, by a ſuperior ſtroke of general- 
ſhip, had all appearances for him. He kept 
the king of England's army at bay, between 
which and his, flowed the river Mein. Hav- 
ing poſſeſſed himſelf of all the paſſes above and 
below the Engliſb, he prevented their receiving 
any proviſion. | 
The king of England poſted himſelf at A, 
_ chaffenbourg, a city on the Mein, which belongs 
to the elector of Mentx. This ſtep had been 
taken by his Britannic majeſty, who began to 
ſee his error, contrary to the advice of the earl 
of Starr, who commanded under him: he then 
{aw his army blocked up by marſhal de Noailles, 
without hopes of receiving any proviſion. Each 
_ ſoldier 


The Auſtrian army, to add to their fpirits, was 


——— 
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ſoldier was reduced to a half ration a day; and 
the king found himſelf under a neceſſity of retir- 
ing towards Hanau, on the road to Franckfort ; 
which he could not do, without being expoſed 
to the fire from the French batteries X cannon, 
raiſed along the banks of the Mein. 

No other reſource remained for the army, on 
the point of periſhing for want of ſubſiſtence, 


and whoſe rear-guard was liable to be over- 


whelmed by the French, than to make a forced 
march: but marſhal Naaz/les had the precuation 
of throwing bridges over the Mein, between 
Dettingben and Aſchaffenbourg, which bridges 
the Engliſb ought, by all means, to have de- 
ſtroyed, or at leaſt have attempted fo to do. 


The BATTLE of DETTINGHEN. 


On the 26th of June, in the middle of the 
night, the king of England ordered his army to 
decamp in the greateſt ſilence. The Count of 
Noailles encamped along the Mein, was the 
firſt to perceive their dangerous and precipitate 
retreat, of which he ſent immediate notice ta 
his father, 85 

The marſhal de Noazlles inſtantly aroſe, came, 
and ſaw the Engliſh marching to their ruin, in 
a narrow road between a mountain and a river. 
He immediately ordered thirty ſquadrons, con- 
ſting of the king's houſhold, dragoons, and huſ- 
ſars, to advance to the village of Dettinghen, 
before which the Engliſb were to paſs. He alſo 
gave orders to four brigades of infantry, 2 

1 that 


1 
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that of the French guards, to defile over the two 
bridges. Theſe troops were ordered to remain 
in a hollow ground at the village of Dettinghen, 
where they were unperceived by the Engliſb, 


whilſt marſhal de Noazrlles obſerved all their 


movements. 

Monſieur de Valliere lieutenant general, (who 
had brought artillery to its greateſt perfection) 
from the batteries on the banks of the river 
fired very briſkly on the Englfh, as they paſſed 
through this defile, where he held them in check; 
they were alſo to paſs throw a hollow way be- 
tween Dettinghen, and a little rivulet. The 
French had orders not to attack them but with 
every poſſible advantage, which, if obeyed, the 
king of England, his fon, and the whole army 
muſt have ſurrendered, or been cut to pieces. 
It was a criſis of ſuch importance, that if rightly 
made uſe of, would have put an end to the war. 

Senſible thereof, and attentive to his own 
glory, whieh this day's ſucceſs would have for 
ever eſtabliſhed, the marſhal recommended 


over, and over again, to his nephew the duke 


of Grammont, lieutenant-general, and colonel 
of the French guards, to preſerve his poſition, 
and there wait till the Engliſb ſhould come and 
preſent themſelves to him. He alſo recon- 
noitred a fording-place, in order to make a large 
body of cavalry advance, that he might be bet- 
ter placed to diſcover the ſituation of the ene- 
my. | 
The French officers ſaid, that he would 
have acted a more prudent part, to ſtay at the 


head 
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| head of his army, and ſee his orders obeyed ; 
58 but if ſucceſs had crowned his plan, they would 
am have ſpoken another language. He ſent five bri- 
95 gades to occupy the poſt of eee The 
2 Engliſh were in fact ſurrounded on every fide. 
A moment's impatience deſtroyed all No- 
ailles's meaſures. The duke of Grammont hav- 
ing raſhly imagined, the firſt column of the 
on) | Engliſh to be already paſſed, and that it was his 
immediate duty to fall on their rear-guard, un- 
ted able to make any reſiſtance, he ordered his 
wr; troops to march. The duke de Chevruefe re- 
preſented to him in the ſtrongeſt terms, how 
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he Þ dangerous (though valiant) his intention was. 
M The count de Noazlles earneſtly entreated him 
© 


to wait the return of his father. 
= IN The duke of Grammont, whoſe movements 


es. by this time had been obferved by the Engliſb, 


tly thought it no time to ſtop, and imprudently 
ar. quitted his advantageous ſituation, where he 
5 1 ought to have remained: he advanced with the 
for guards, and with the regiment of Noazlles's in- 
led fantry to a little plain. The Engliſb, who de- 
ke filed in order of battle, ſoon formed themſelves, 
nel and were an army of fifty thouſand men againſt 
= thirty ſquadrons, and five brigades of infantry. 


* The Prench having fallen into the ſnare which 
N- | had been laid for the Engliſb, attacked in a 
'8 | diſorderly manner, and with unequal forces. 
et- | The cannon which monſieur de Valliere, 
ne | had fixed along the bank of the Mein, thunder- 
ed on the, flank of king George's army, particu- 
larly the Hanoverians, who had alſo batteries 
2 | x2 | which 
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which fired briſkly on the front of the French 
troops. The great advantage the French had 


from their artillery, was ſoon fruſtrated, by 


their troops not only getting between it, but 
being mixed with the enemy; ſo that there 
was no firing on the one, without deſtroying the 
other. | | | 
Marſhal de Noailles returned the moment the 
fault was committed ; but this being no time 
for rebuke, he endeavoured to repair it as well 
as he could, by the bravery of his troops. 
The cavalry of the king's houſhold, with the 
carabineers, by the impetuoſity of their attack, 
made two lines of Engliſb cavalry give way, 
Who forming themſelves in an inſtant, ſur- 
rounded the French. The officers of the regi- 
ment of the guards, advanced boldly at the head 
of a weak body of infantry ; one and twenty of 
them were killed on the ſpot, and as many dan- 
gerouſly wounded. The regiment of guards 
was entirely routed. . 
Ihe duke of Chartres (now duke of Orleans,) 
the prince of Clermont, the comte D'eu, the 
duke of Penthizvre, who was then very young, 
uſed all efforts to ſtop the confuſion. The 
comte de Noailles had two horſes killed under 
him; his brother the duke of D'ayen was 
thrown off his horſe. The marquis de Puiſe- 
gur, ſon to a marſhal of that name, hallood to 
the ſoldiers of his regiment, ran after, ral- 


lied all he could of them, and flew ſeveral who 


refuſing to return, cried, * All is loſt ! make 
the beſt of your way.“ The princes, and the 
. | dukes 
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dukes de Biron, Luxembourg, Boufflers, Chevreuſe, 
and Peguigny, put themſelves at the head of the 
brigades they met, and with them broke into 
the lines of the Engliſb. 

The king's houſhold, and the carabineers, 
ſtill undiſmayed by oppoſition of ſuperior num- 


bers, fought in parties, conſiſting in one place 


of a company of guards, and two hundred muſ- 


quetaires in another, of companies of cavalry 
advancing with the Chevaux Legers: others fol- 
lowing the carabiners, or the horſe grenadiers, 
ran at the Engliſb ſword in hand, and with more 
intrepidity than order; and indeed ſo little was 
| there, that about fifty muſquetaires hurried on 
| by their courage, penetrated into a celebrated 
| Engliſh regiment called the Greys, conſiſting of 
| choſen men, all well mounted. | 


It is eaſy to imagine what muſt be the fate of 


fifty young men mounted on light horſes, againſt 
| a ſuperiority of number, and weight of horſes : 
they were almoſt all killed, wounded, or taken 
| priſoners in this raſh attack. Marquis de Fene- 
| lon's ſon was amongſt the laſt ; ſeven and twenty 
| officers of the horſe of the king's houſhould 
fell in this battle, and ſixty-ſix were dange- 
rouſly wounded. The counts D*Zu, D' Har- 
court, de Beuvron, and the duke de Boufflers 
were wounded ; the count de /a Motte-Houdan- 
! court's horſe was killed under him, and being 
| tumbled about 1 the feet of the horſes, was 
carried off the 


eld almoſt dead; the mar- 
quis de Gontaud arm was broke; the duke de 


| Roche-chouart's firſt gentleman of the bed-cham- 
ber, who had already two wounds, yet {till 
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continuing to fight, was killed on the ſpot; 
where alſo fell the marquis Sabran, de Fleuri, 
with the counts D' E/trades, and Reftaing. 


Among the many remarkable occurrences of | 


O 


this fatal day, the death of young Boufflers, of 
the branch of Remiencourt ought not to be let 
paſs by unnoticed : almoſt a child, being not 
above ten years and a half old, his little leg 
was broke with a cannon ball : he received the 
wound, and ſaw his leg cut off with ſurpriſing 
calmneſs. His extreme youth and courage af- 
fected, and drew tears from all who were ſpec- 
tators of his diſaſter. 

The loſs was as conſiderable on the fide of 
the Engliſßh; their brave general Clayton fell in 
the action. The king of England fought on 
foot, and on horſe-back, ſometimes at the head 
of the infantry, at other times of the cavalry, 
His wearing a yellow ſaſh that day, which ſeem- 
ed to intimate a predilection for his electoral 
dominions, gave great offence to the Engliſh, 
who on this point are jealous in the extreme. 
The duke of Cumberland was wounded by his fa- 
ther's ſide, duke D' Aremberg, general of the 
Auſtrians, was wounded in the breaſt by a muſ- 
ket ball; ſeveral Engliſb officers of diſtinction 
were killed. | | | 

This too unequal battle laſted three hours; 
courage alone was to defend itſelf againſt va- 
Jour, numbers, and diſcipline. At length mar- 
ſhal de Noailles gave orders for a retreat, which 
was made with confuſion. 

The 
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The king of England ate a haſty dinner on 
the field of battle, and, ſtartled at his unexpected 
victory, decamped with ſo much precipitation, 
as not to carry oft the wounded of his army, who 
were about ſix hundred. Lord Stair recom- 


mended them to the generous humanity of mar- 


{hal de Nogilles. 

By the letters theſe two generals wrote to each 
other, it appears to what a point politeneſs may 
be cultivated amongſt the herrors of war. Lord 
Star's to the marſhal, dated Hanau, une the 
3oth, was as follows: | 
© I have ſent back all the French priſoners, 
and have given orders, that thoſe in the hands 
of the Hanoverians ſhould be diſcharged. Per- 
mit me, Sir, to embrace this opportunity of 
thanking you, for your generous proceed- 
ing, which correſponds with the high idea 
J tad always entertained for the duke of No- 
ailles, Your humane treatment of the wound- 
ed exacts all our thanks,” 
In this battle, like ſome others, a great many 
noble actions were done, and much blood was 
ſpilt, without either ſide reaping any advantage, 
The impatience of the duke of Grammont, made 
one of the beſt-laid military ſchemes prove abor- 
tive, The king of England acquired nothing 
but honour; for, immediately after he had ha- 
ſtily dined on the field of battle, he repaired 
to Hanau, in order to find ſubſiſtence for his 
army. 

Some weeks after the battle, Lord Starr 
told a French gentleman, in their OR 

| avout 
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about the battle of Dettinghen, Your country- f 
men committed one fault, but we two; that Þ a] 
of your countrymen was, their having come 7 
out of the Ravin, and not having waited for o 
us there. The two faults on our fide were, 1. tl 
To have expoſed ourſelves to ſuch danger, . 
which was entirely againſt my advice, but h- 
I was over-ruled. And, 2. Not to have made Io 
the moſt of the victory, which it was my. opi- T 
nion we ſhould, but was therein over-ruled F ol 
again.“ "TO tie 
No man living could have more reaſon to Þ ki 
complain than marſhal de Noailles had: he ſaw th 
the nobleſt plan that could be imagined deftroy- 

ed by a haſty movement. Yet he laid the D 
blame on no particular perſon, a tender friend- co 
ſhip for his nephew ſtifled his reſentments. He or 
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[ obſerved, in his letter to the king, that a more ex- to 
| act diſcipline in the army would be requiſite. Þ is 
| Afew days after the battle, the following letter Þ ho 
j from an Engliſb officer to his friend at Paris, pe 
a was handed about there, and contained theſe na 
{ extraordinary terms. 5 | | ha 
ö The unpardonable blunder of the French 


officer who prematurely commanded the at- 
tack ; the perſonal bravery of our troops, and] 
the viſible protection of providence, have 
ſnatched us from a moſt dangerous hole into 
which we had been plunged, by the glaring Þ 
incapacity of our leaders to command an ar- 
| _ 1 
ö Affairs going badly on all ſides againſt the / 
ö Bavarian emperor, Charles VII. the French 

ö | | found 
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found themſelves under a neceſſity of dropping 


all their notions of putting him in poſſeſſion of 


of the frontiers of their own country, againſt 


Prague and Vienna, and to repair to the defence 


the victorious armies of prince Charles of Lor- 


| rain, and the king of England. Prince Charles 
having paſſed the Rhine, was repulſed with great 


| loſs, by count de Berengers. 
| Upper Alſatia, with the remains of marſhal Bro- 


Count Cx was in 


glio's army, and ſome troops drawn from the fron- 


king of England, could 


ter-towns. Neither prince Charles, nor the 


gain any advantage over 


the French on the Rhine. 
OY- Þ 


_ 
TY O 
1745 


ä pe rat ee 


j 


Our motive tor giving a detail of the battle of 


* Dettinghen here, in which count Saxe was not 


concerned, 1s, becauſe it was the prologue to the 
great affairs he has been ſince employed in; and 
to ſhew, at the ſame time, what Engliſb bravery 


is capable of, when well commanded ; and alfo 
how much Britannia is the object of heaven's 
! peculiar care, in not letting our illuſtrious mo- 
| narch fall into the hands of his enemies, (as they 
had ſtrong reaſon to hope) toour indelible ſhame. 


Count Lowendahl, (who had been in the 
Ryffian ſervice, ſince the year 1736, as licu- 
tenant-general of the army, and of the artillery, 


having diſtinguiſhed himſelf on many occaſione, 
by his perſonal deſert, and conſummate experi- 
| ence in the buſineſs of war;) in the year 1739, 


was appointed chief general of the armies, and 
appointed goycrnor-general of the dutchy of 


Eftenia and Revel. However, he repaired to 
D 2 France 


32 Tnr: LIFE or 
France in the year 1743 to ſeek employment, 
where he was moſt graciouſſy received. 

The French king gave him immediately the 
rank of lieutenant- general; and above the uſual 
pay of ſuch office:s, granted a conſiderable pen- 
ſion, permitting him at the ſame time to raiſe Þ 
a German regiment in his own name. He 
raiſed one in a very ſhort time, which behaved 
with great intrepidity on every occaſion, where- 
ever it was employed. Count Saxe, who had Þ 
given orders for a regiment of Hullans to be 
raiſed for him, was informed, that, in the be- 
ginning of the next campaign, it would be ready 
to take the field. | | | 

In the beginning of the year 1744, the French 
king came to a reſolution to declare war againſt 
the king of England, and the queen of Hunga- 
1 ry; pretending no farther meaſures could be 
} obſerved either with the Engliſb or the Auſtri- 
4 ans; the former had repeatedly inſulted his na- 
vigation; the latter had endeavoured to carryſ 
the war into the provinces of France, and in vi- 
olation of a cartel agreed on in the year 1741, 
refuſed to return any priſoners of war. Count. f 
Saxe, entirely taken up about the military ope- u 
rations for the enſuing campaign, employed the 
whole winter in forming plans, relative to which 
he had many conferences with the French mini- 
ry, and the king their maſter. The firſt ob- 
Ject of them was a ſecret and daring expedition, 
which, if ſucceſsful would have cauſed a ſudden Tr 


revolution in the affairs of Europe. "WA 
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T he dethroned family of the Stuarts, which 
had languiſhed above half a century in exile, re- 
ceived private encouragement to try the zeal of 
their friends in Great Britain and Ireland. Prince 
Charles-Edward, grandſon of James the Second 


king of England, and fon of him known. thro” 


Europe, under the title of Pretender, joined to 


| the ſpirit of his youth, a moſt enterpriſing and 


determined courage. He often declared, that a 
head to him, unleſs poſſeſſed of a diadem, was 
an uſeleſs incumbrance. | 4 
France, that had been ſo long the aſylum of 
this unfortunate family, judged it neceſſary to 
ſupport their claims; and imayined that Lewrs 
the XV. might, in his firſt campaign, re-eſta- 
bliſh the emperor in his invaded territories, and 
young Stuart in the throne of Great Britain. 
He ſet out from Rome the ninth of January 
1744; the ſecrecy and diligence with which 
is journey was planned and executed, indicated 
a perſon deſigned by providence for great un- 
dertakings ; he even concealed it from his bro- 
ther, by whom he was beloved with mutual at- 
fection, knowing full well that he would have 
inſiſted on accompanying him. 
On the 12th of the ſame month, he arrived 


at Genoa, where he aſſumed the character of a 


Spaniſh courier; and attended but by one do- 
meſtic, he embarked the next day for Antibes, 
and ſoon reached Paris. The neceſſary prepa- 
rations for landing him in England, were car- 
ried on with equal ſecreſy in Fance. | 
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+ Lewis the XV. made an effort little ſuſpected 
by the Engliſb, conſidering the bad fituation his 
naval forces had been in for a number of years. 
Six and twenty ſhips of war were fitted out at 
Breſt and Rochefort, with almoſt incredible diſ- 
patch. A rumour was alfo induſtriouſly ſpread, 
that they were to be joined by the Spaniſh fleet, 


which had been two years at Toulon, blocked up 


there by the fleet of admiral Mattherus. 

A conſiderable body of troops marched to- 
wards Dunkirk, in order to go on board the tran- 
ſports, there in readineſs for them. Count Saxe 
was appointed to command this expedition. In 
the mean time twenty ſhips of war ſailed from 
Bret, with four thouſand men, beſides a great 
quantity of arms, and ammunition of every 
fort. They ſteered between the iſles of U/hant and 
Sorlingues, under the command of monſteur d 
Noguefeuille, where he was to be joined by five 

ther {}ips of war from Rochefort, under the 
command of monſieur du gHBarail. 7 
From thence the French fleet ſailed into the 
Fneliſh channel, and divided itſelf into three 
ſquadrons ; the ſtrongeſt, conſiſting of four- 
teen ſhips, coaſted along the Kentiſh ſhore ; 
the ſecond ſtationed itſelf between Calais and 
Boulogne; the third advanced towards Dun- 
Kir. 

Count Saxe embarked the firſt of March with 
nine battalions, and the count du Chaila the fol- 
lowing day, with ſix more. The young Pretender 


was on board the ſame ſhip with count Saxe, and 
beheld, 


| Tendebatque manus ripœ ulterioris amores. VIRG. 


which he anticipated in thought, his heart, and 
every impulſe of his foul, having already flown 
| thither, 


His hopes were ſoon nipt and blaſted by the 


| violence of a ſudden tempeſt, which daſhing the 
| tranſports with impetuoſity againſt the French 
ſhore, ſeveral ſoldiers periſhed as they attempted. 


to land. The undaunted adventurer was for at- 
tempting the paſſage, even with one veſſel; his 


forward courage, ſeeming to aſſure him, that he 


needed only to land on the Br:t:/h ſhore, .erect 


i his ſtandard, and be acknowledged ſovereign of 


three kingdoms 3 but neither the outrageous 
driving of the ſea, nor the then diſpoſition 57 
aftairs would let them, by whoſe council he was 
to be guided, ſuffer him to attempt fo hazardous 
a proceeding, tho' they could not help admiring 
that heroiſm, which they thought it then im- 
prudent to ſecond, _ | 
They had got ſome intimation in Lenden, 
from the 15th of February preceding, of this in- 
tended expedition ; wherefore the duke of New- 
caſtle, agreeable to the orders of the king his 
maſter, wrote to Mr. Thompſon, charged at 
that time with the affairs of his Britannic ma- 
jeſty at the French court, and to this purpoſe. 
His majeſty having received certain advice, 
that the eldeſt ſon of the pretender had left 
Tz D 4 Rome 
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beheld, for the firſt time, the inviting cliffs of 
England. | 
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© Rome the 27th or 28th of laſt December, old 
© ſtile, and arrived at Antibes the 17th of Ja- 
© nuary ; it is the king's pleaſure, that yon go 
© to Mr. Amelot, and tell him that you have re- 
& ceived his majeſty's commands, to inform him 
of this advice, and to obſerve to him, that, 
« conſidering the engagements his moſt Chri- 
« ſtian majeſty has entered into, relative to the 
Pretender, and his heirs, the king no longer 
© doubted, but that, in caſe this advice was truly 
founded, his moſt Chriſtian majeſty would or- 
der that prince's ſpeedy departure from his ter- 
© ritories, c.“ 5 

Before the receipt of the duke's letter, Mr. 
Thompſon had been appriſed of all that paſſed; 
and in conſequence of theſe prevailing reports 
at that time, was geiting ready to repair to Ve- 
ſe'lles, when he received the duke of Newcaſtle's 
inſtructions, agreeable to which he waited on 
monſieur D' Amelot, and communicated the let- 
ter he had juſt received from the Britiſh court. 

The French miniſter's anſwer was, © That as 
he, (Mr. Thompſon) ſpoke by order of the 
king his maſter, it was neceſſary that he 
ſhould alſo have orders from his ; and that he 
would inform him of his maſter's intentions, 
relative to the affair in debate, as ſoon as 
he ſhould come to a knowledge of them.” 
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This vague and unſatisfactory anſwer was -Þ 


immediately diſpatched to London, whither Mr. 
Thompſon, about eight days after, ſent the fol- 
lowing letter. | 

. have 
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J have learned nothing farther ſince my 

* laſt to you; have been this morning at Ver- 
* /ailles, where, in the name of his maſter, 
* monſieur D' Amelot gave me the following de- 
claration, to wit, The engagements entered, 
into by treaties, are only binding ſo far, as 


when his Britannic majeſty ſhall have given 


c 

0 
| © they are religiouſly obſerved on both ſides : 
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ſatisfaction relative to the treſpaſſes committed 
vith his ſanction, contrary to the ſpirit of thoſe 
« treaties he appeals to, and to which repeated 
© remonſtrances have been made, then the moſt 
« Chriſtian king will give an anſwer quite ſa- 
« tisfactory to Mr. Thompſon's demand, in the 
name of the king of England. Ol 
At Paris, the 25th of Feb. 1744. 


The Dutch, as allies to king George, had al- 
ready ſent him two thouſand men, and were 
bound to furniſh ſix thouſand more, according 
to the treaty of the year 1716. Admiral Nor- 
7:5 was with a formidable ſquadron in the Downs, 
and the people at land up in arms. Thus failed a 
plot, conducted with the moſt art the Engliſh 
had ever ſhewn ; for though king George was: 
convinced of a conſpiracy againſt him, he never 
could find the authors of it: for thoſe taken up 
in London gave no inlight thereto, and left the 
government in the ſame darkneſs, confuſion, 
and trouble, which they had been involved in 
before. | 

Count Saxe, on the failure of the expedition, 
which many concurring circumſtances ſeemed 
D 5 to 
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to promiſe ſucceſs to, returned from Dun#:r# to 
Paris, and had for ſome days frequent confe- 
rences with monſieur D' Argenſon, and the king, 
who having reſolved to put himſelf at the head 
of his army in Flanders, appointed the general 
officers who were to ſerve under him; and to 
give his ſubjects, as well as his enemies, a con- 
vincing proof of the great confidence he had in 
the ſuperior abilities of count Saxe, he pro- 
moted him to the dignity of marſhal of France. 
About this time admiral Matthews fought the 
combined fleets of France and Spain in the Me- 
diterranean, without any conſiderable advantage 
on either fide. Young Stuart having bewailed 
his diſappointments, with ſome faithful adhe- 
rents to his houſe's fortune, ſet out from Dun- 
irt, and lived in a very retired manner near 
Paris, viſiting the French court but ſeldom, 
whoſe ſincerity in regard to his intereſt, he had 
perhaps ſome reaſon to doubt. 8 
All warmly affected perſons to the illuſtrious 
family, (who daily ſhowers happineſs on the 
people of England, and whoſe intereſt alone 
they ſtudy, preferable to all intereſt on the con- 
tiuent, whatever malignants may aſſert, to the 
contrary) muſt reflect with pleaſure on the 
providence of heaven, on our moſt benign and 
gracious ſovereign. George II. to wit, 1. His 
miraculous eſcape from the moſt imminent dan- 
ger at Dettinghen. And, 2. This kind inter- 
vention of the ſtorm, which defeated the Dun- 
kirk expedition, whoſe conſequences muſt make 


every 


Mau RICE Count Sax Ez. 59 


every lover of our holy religion and liberty 
ſhudder but even to think on. | 

To quiet the reſentment of the queen of Spain 
for what had happened in the Mediterranean, ſhe 
not being thoroughly ſatisfied with the behavi- 


our of the French fleet, its admiral du Court was 


exiled, war was declared againſt king George, 
elector of Hanover, the 15th of March 17443 
and againſt the queen of Hungary, the 26th of 
April following, who both declared war againſt 


France; which, on both ſides, was but meer 


matter of ceremony, they having been long 
ſince in actual hoſtilities one againſt the other. 
England eſpouſed the Auſtrian intereſt, with 
warmth; encreaſed their ſubſidy to them; 
expended ſeveral millions; kept a fleet in the 


Mediterranean fea, which deſtroyed the trade 


of Provence, and ſent into Flanders their forces 
which had fought at Dettinghen, and when join- 
ed by the Dutch and Flemiſh regiments in the 


beginning of that campaign, they all amounted 
to above ſixty thouſand men. Prince Charles of 
Lorrain, with an army equally formidable, want- 
ed to force a paſſage over the Rhine. The em- 


peror reduced to a miſerable ſituation, preſerved 
the remains of his ſcattered army, under the can- 
non of the imperial city of Philipsbourg, and ex- 
pected at Frankfort, that either the French king 
would fix him in the empire; or the queen of 
Hungary would deprive him of it. It was in 
ſuch perilous circumſtances as theſe, that the 
French king commenced general. 
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LEWIS the X V's firſt Campaon. 


The king gave count Saxe the command of a 
body of troops, which was to make part of his ar- 
my: the count, having received his laſt inſtructi- 
ons, ſet out from Paris on his way to Liſſe, and in 
the middle of April arrived there: the move- 


ments he ordered his troops to make, were ſo 


varied, that the allied army could not pene- 
trate into his ſcheme ; his corps conſiſted of 
thirty-two battalions, and fifty-eight ſquadrons 
complete. | 

Marſhal de Coigni was ſent to guard the Rhine 
with ſixty one battalions, and a hundred ſqua- 
drons. The Bavarian troops, amounting to 
about twelve thouſand in the French pay, were 
under the command of count Seckendorff, whoſe 
fidelity was unſuſpected as yet. Marſhal de No- 
_ ailles was general of the army in Flanders, con- 
fiſting of ſixty- eight battalions, and ninety ſqua- 
drons complete. | | 

The face of affairs in Flanders this year, ap- 
peared quite different from what it had been che 
foregoing, at the time cardinal de Fleur: died; 
then the Engliſp might have made an advanta- 
tageous incurſion on the frontiers of France, 
which they afterwards attempted, but too late 
for their allies the Dutch, who had reſuſed to 
co-operate i: this enterprize when practicable, 
came into it when it was no longer poſhble, 

The French king preferred a campuign in 


Flanders to one on the Rhine, judging that it 
| would 


F 
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would be merely defenſive on the Rhine, whereas. 
in Flanders, all neceſſary preparations had been 

made to act offenſively againſt the Auſtrian Ne- 

| therlands, He left Verſailles the 3d of May, and 


arrived at Liſle the 12th, viſiting all the poſts. 


in his route thither. He made a general review 
| of all his army. His aides de camp were meſſi- 
| eurs de /Meuze, de Richelieu, de Luxembourg, de 
| Boufflers, D' Aumont, D' Ayen, De Soubiſe, De 
| Pequrgny. | 

The Engliſb troops were commanded by ge- 
neral Jade, a veteran officer, and, like Lord 
| Starr, bred under the duke of Marlborough; 
| conſequently he knew Flanders well, having for- 
merly ſerved a long time there; and much was 
expected from his experience and abilities. The 
duke of Aremberg commanded the Auſtrians; 
and count Maurice of Naſſau the Dutch: theſe 
three generals might have impeded the French 
king's plan of operations, had they been unani- 
mous, which luckily for Lewts the XV. they 
were not. 

Ihe king having divided his army into two 
parts, he ordered them to begin their march 
early in the morning of the 17th of May. That 
part commanded by count Saxe, advanced the 
ame day as far as the bridge of Eſpierre, and 


the next day to Courtray, where he fixed his 


head-quarters. The king's army marched in 
Jour columns, under the command of the duke 
Di Biron, and the counts Houdancourt, de la 
Witte, and Clermont, 

Menin 
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| Menin was inveſted the 18th of May; it is one 
of the barrier towns; the trenches were opened 
the 19th in the king's preſence, who encour- 
aged the men by his liberality, While the 


works were continued with vigour before this 


place, count Saxe, who obſerved the enemy 
with his army, ſent out ſeveral detachments to 
take poſſeſſion of all the poſts, which were pro- 
pereſt for him, in order to raiſe contributions. 
One of his detachments brought to the king' 
camp, the 31ſt, a conſiderable booty they had 
taken. His huſſars made excurſions to the ve 


gates of Ghent, driving away with them all the 


cattle they met. Count Saxe had poſted fix 


thouſand men between Ghent and Bruges, at a 


place called Bellem, where they took a ſmall 


fortreſs, with ſix pieces of cannon in it. On 


the 4th of June, the covered-way was taken; 
on the 5th, the town capitulated, being the firſt 
the king took in perſon. The officer who had 
commanded there, was allowed to depart with 
all the honours of war. The king made his pu- 
blic entry into the town the 7th, aſſiſted at the 
Te Deum; and having viſited the fortifications, 
returned to Liſſe the 8th, having left orders to 
raze the fortifications of Menin. Ypres, la Knock: 
and Furnes were made rapid conqueſts, which 
the allied army ſaw, and could not oppoſe : for 


* e F 


the body commanded by marſhal Saxe was too] 


well poſted, and covered the different ſieges ſo 5 


a- propos, that they could not fail. 


The progreſs of the king's ſucceſsful arms in 


Flanders was ſtopt by the diſagreeable news of 


prince 


e e 
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one 
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the 


this 


emy 
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ro- 
, a a determination of going thither to command 
nis troops in perſon, and to leave the command 
of the army deſtined to remain in Flanders, to 
| count Saxe. Purſuant to this reſolution, on the 
| 19th of July 1744, the king ſet out from Dun- 


ons. 
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prince Charles with his army having paſſed the 
| Rhine, near Spire, in fight of the French and 
| Bavarians; and that Alſatia as well as the fronti- 
ers of Lorrain were greatly harraſſed by them. 


63 


Ihe king, in a grand council called at Bun- 


| kirk, on this extraordinary emergency, reſolved 
| that a conſiderable detachment of his army ſhould 
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immediately move towards Alſace. He declared 


kirk for Metz, whither the troops filed off in ſe- 
veral columns ; marſhal Saxe being left behind 
with but an army of, from forty to forty-five 


Notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of the allies, 
they attempted nothing in Flanders. The mi- 
litary ſkill of count Saxe made up for his want 
of numbers. He fo judicioufly watched his enc- 
mies, that all their ſchemesproved abortive. The 


maſterly diſpoſitions which he made, in order 
to keep them inactive during the remainder of 


the campaign, are admired by all connoiſſeurs in 
the military art, and are looked on as what does 
the greateſt honour to his generalſhip. 
Perhaps it will not be readily believed by po- 
ſterity, that an army, provided with every thing, 


| unwearied by any expedition, and conſiſting ot 


ns in! 
7g Ot 
ince 


be de- 


more than ſeventy thouſand men, ſhould 
| terred 


— 


| thouſand men, to oppoſe an army of between 
| fixty and ſeventy thouſand, 
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terred from forming any enterprize againſt an- 


other, which had ſuffered the repeated fatigue of 


five or fix ſieges, and was beſides harraſſed by the 
diverſity of movements it was obliged to make, 
daily forced to do duty in ſeveral places, in order 
to preſerve them, and did not exceed by much 
the number of forty thouſand. 
The 4th of Azgy/?, the king, on his arriva! 
at Metz, ſaw there the firſt detachment of the 
army from Flanders, and the reſt ſucceſſively 
arrived ſoon after. Marſhal de Noaules went 
to Mr. de Co:gni on the 6th, that they might 
conſult together what were the propereſt mea- 
ſures to be taken : .but a new and more ferious 
cauſe of- alarm for France happened ; the king, 
as he was preparing to ſet out from Metz for 
Straſbourg, tell ſick in the night betwen the 7th 
and the 8th. | 
Prince Charles cauſed more terror than he 
reaped advantage from his having paſſed the 
Rhine, for the French troops made fo noble a 
ſtand againſt, and baffled him every where, that 
the Auſtrians found themſelves fruſtrated in their 
deſigns ; and therefore were obliged to content 
themſelves with raiſing ſome contributions in 
Aiſatia. e 
At this juncture, purſuant to a ſecret treaty of 
union agreed on at Franch fort, between the kings 
of France and Pruſſia, the emperor, and other 
members of the empire, his Pruſſian majeliy 
marchedat the head of a ſormidable army, to make 
a diverſion in Bohemia, which greatly ſurprized 
ꝛ0ſt of the ccurts in Eurote, as ſuch a ſtep muſt 
„„ not 
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only diſconcert, but counteract all the projects 


of the court of Vienna. This prince, who is ne- 


ver wanting to himſelf in reaſons for what he 
thinks expedient to do, publiſhed an explanatory 


manifeſto of this proceeding. 


Prince Charles beginning to deſpair of his be- 


ing able to execute the intended plan of opera- 
tions againſt the French dominions, and fearing 
leſt he might be cut off in ſuch a manner, as 
not to have it in his power to repaſs the Rhine, 


if he delayed longer, reſolved to croſs it with all 
bis army. He obſerved that the French received 
daily reinforcements; and had the diſagreeable 
advice of the Pruſſians being in full march to 
Prague. 
termine his retreat: accordingly, on the 23d of 
| Auguſt, his van- guard paſſed the Rhine, and the 
| reſt followed with all poſſible ſpeed. His entire 


Theſe were ſufficient motives to de- 


army was on the other ſide of the river on the 


25th : the rear-guard of the Auſtrians, conſiſt- 


ing of all the grenadiers, ſuffered; and its loſs 
was computed to have been about two thouſand 


. men. ; 


The French troops alſo paſſed the Rhine, and 
purſued Prince Charles, who retired towards 
Naſtadt; this prince's deſign being to divide 
his army, in order to ſend a part of it to the aſ- 


ſiſtance of Bohemia, and the other into Bavaria: 


he decamped ſoon after, and ſet fire to a village 


to conceal his march, and ſecure his retreat. 


Count de Neoailles was ſent to that village, with 


a detachment of grenadiers : it being almoſt 


night when he arrived, he drew up his men on 
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the other ſide of it, to be in readineſs to at- 
tack the enemy at break of day next morning. 
Prince Charles had the precaution to place on 
the ſkirts of ſome woods, which they mult go 
round, in order to reach him, two and thirty 
companies of grenadiers, with all his irregulars, 


Theſe different bodies were diſtributed behind Þ 
marſhy grounds, covered by redoubts and re- 
trenchments, a rivulet, and a very deep ditch 


ſeparating them from the French. | 
Early next morning, orders ior an attack were 

given by count de Noailles. 

the ditch were leapt over one after the other, 


and the redoubts carried at the ſame time. Not- 
withitanding the enemy's fire, they forced their] 
way into the enemy's intrenchments, compelled 
them to fly, and continued in purſuit of them 
till night: the loſs the Auſtrians ſuſtained on] 
this occafion, amounted to near three thouſand I 


killed, wounded, and taken priſoners. 


The king of Pruſſia complained greatly of 
Prince Char lcs's army having been let to eſcape p 
out of Alſatia, with ſo much impunity, from aÞ 
ſuperior army of French, to come and diſturb his | 
operations in Bohemia. This eſcape, which was 
alſo a ſenſible diſadvantage to France, muſt be 
7's dangerous ſickneſs, andF 


Imputed to the king 


the confuſton his commanding officers were in | 
at the uncertainty of his fate. | . 

As ſoon as the king began to recover, to the . 
inexpreſſible joy of all his ſubjects, and was cap- Þ 
able of the leaſt application, he entered upon Þ 
and Þ 
mi- 


buſineſs in his chamber, with his generals 


The rivulet ande 


- 


MauRICE Count SAx k. 67 


at- I miniſters of ſtate. His firſt orders were given to 
chevalier de Belleiſle, to attack theentrenchments 
on of Suffelſbeim, which he carried ſword in hand: 
go He ordered count Clermont to go and make him- 
rty ſelf maſter of Con/tance ; which this prince ac- 
rs. cordingly did. | 
nd The ſiege of Fribourg was reſolved on, in a 
re- grand council held at Met, in order to facili- 
ch fe the taking up winter-quarters in the Br:/- 
gau, Where the troops intended for the opera- 
ere tions of the next campaign might be advanta- 
nd Ngeouſſy [cantoned : in which view, his majeſty 
er, ordered to march thither in four diviſions, ſixty- 
ot- two battalions, with as many ſquadrons. 
eit The 3oth of September, in the night, the 
ed trenches were opened before that place; but not 
em until the th of October were the batteries in a 
on tondition of acting. Notwithſtanding the ri- 
nd Four of the ſeaſon, and the remonſtrances of all 
the phyſicians, the king declared he would not 
of Move from thence until the ſurrender of the 
pe place. This determination inſpired additional 
1 a igour into his troops, who proceeded with the 
his reateſt alacrity. The taking of Fribourg, ſo 
as ſortified by nature and art, was the triumph of 
be French courage and perſeverance, which but ex- 
rt themſelves the more, as growing difficulties 
em to oppoſe. After the king made his tri- 
mphal entry into Fribourg, he ſet out for Pa- 
ie, and arrived there the 13th of November, 
here he remained three days, during which, 
vere all manner of rejoicings for his recovery. 


All 
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All this time Count Saxe, notwithſtanding the 
great ſuperiority of the allied army, ſo puzzled 
them by his motions, that nothing conſiderable 
was attempted. The Ca/tillany of Lifle indeed 
was inteſted by their irregular troops, and ſome 
contributions were raiſed. However, the count, 
from the inſormation which he had of the pre- 
parations they were making, ſuſpected they had 
a deſign upon Lifie, whereſore he reinforced its 
garriſon, and {upplied the place with every thing 
neceſſary againſt a ſiege, 

The conqueſt of this city would have been 
of great ſervice to the allies. It ſeemed to en- 
grois all their attention, and all their move- 
ments tended only to draw oft Count Saxe, that 
they might accompliſh their ſcheme ; but this 
great commander, gueſſing what they were at, 
took all neceſſary precautions to defeat their de- 
ſign. For he made ſo many marches, and coun- 
ter marches, withoutquitting his poſts, that they 
could never conclude to a certainty on his real 
intent. They ſtood in awe of his generalthip, and 
were in apprehenſions of being attacked by him. 

Thus the two armics made the campaign in 
mutually watching each other, and the ſeverity 
of the ſeaſon not permitting the-held to be kept 
any longer, the troops on both ſides went in— 
to winter-quarters. Count Saxe having given 
the command of his army to the Marquis de 
Ceberet in his abſence, left Flanders, and arrived 
at Verſailles the thirteenth of December ; and thus 
ended there the campaign of 1744. During which, 
from the month of Augu/t to November, this ge. 
| _ 
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neral diſplayed all the cunning of war, in which 
neither fortune, nor bravery of troops can claim 


any ſhare. Theſe were his arts; to camp and 


decamp a- propos, to protect the country, and 
make his army ſubſiſt at the enemy's expence, 
then march to attack their country, when they 
ſeemed determined to commit hoſtilities in that 
which he defended, and thereby compel them to 
retire; to conquer by {kill, tho' inferior in 
ſtrength : all this Count Saxe did, which is 
eſteemed as one of the moſt maſterly inſtances of 
military conduct. N 

Immediately after the arrival of the generals, 
ſeveral councils were held in the king's preſence 
at Verſailles, upon the operations of the enſuin 
year. Count Saxe aſſiſted at all theſe councils, 
His political conduct in the affairs of Flanders, 
had won to him the king's confidence to ſuch a 
degree, that he had ſeveral private conferences 
with him. All the plans he propoſed had the 
happineſs of meeting with the royal approbation. 

The allies endeavoured, on their fide, to 
ſtrengthen their forces by encreaſing their party 
in which view, a treaty of union was ſigned the 
eighth of January 1745, at JVarjſaw, by the 
queen of Hungary, the king of England, elector 
of Hanover, the king of Poland elector of Saxony, 
and the States-General. 

As M. Jan Hoey, the then Dutch embaſſador 
to the moſt chriſtian king, was ſoon after walk- 
ing in the gallery of Verſailles, he aſked Count 
Saxe what he thought of the treaty of /Yar/jaw ? 
His reply was, That France was very little 

S affected 
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« affected by it, and that if his maſter would clar 
„ give him Carte Blanche, before the end of that Fs 


„ year he would go and read the original a: b 
& the Hague.” The ambaſſador ſmiling, re- 6 : 
Joined, Count Saxe is always merry.” <* Noi 26 
truly,” anſwered the count, but your republic Þ* n 
makes very ungrateful returns ſor his majeſ- NU 
ce ty's indulgent treatment of it.” Th 
In the beginning of the year 1745. the em- 
peror was ſeized with a moſt violent fit of the 
gout ; which attack daily encreaſing, on the 1 
twentieth of January his imperial majeſty ex- Þ ſuſp: 
pired at Munich, which left the throne of the che: 
empire vacant, at a time when Germany was up Mo! 
in arms. The deceaſed emperor left a fon about] veſte 
eighteen years old, who ſucceeded him in his the 
electoral dignity, and all other hereditary rights Þ vent 
annexed to his houſe. 1 7 
The French troops in Germany could continue plac: 
there no longer, in quality of auxiliaries to the are! 
emperor ; the union-treaty of Franckfort ceaſing ] ſieui 
at his death, they were ordered to evacuate the all t 
places they had poſſeſſed themſelves of in Auſtria, Þ 
ö and to approach to the Rhine. From theſe the 
events, the court of Vienna began to conceive ſ this 
= reat hopes, and ſet all engines to work, in or- ſpacco 
der to detach the young elector from the French] ferri 
intereſt, which was brought about by the in- Na plz 
trigues of Count Seckendorff, who had been long Nit. 
ſuſpected by the French of foul play. ject 
The court of Verſailles had tried all imagin- Þ attac 
able means of procuring a peace during that] ſelve 
winter; but in vain. The king therefore de- anot 
| 2 clared, they 
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clared, that he would command in perſon the 
army in Flanders; and at the ſame time notified 
that marſhal Saxe, in that expedition, was to be 
charged with the execution of his orders, who 
having received his laſt inſtructions, ſet out with- 
out delay, determined that his conduct ſhould 
juſtify the French king's opinion of him. 


| The ſiege of TouRNAV and battle of 


FoNTENOx. 
Marſhal Sax: having kept the allied army in 


| ſuſpence, by ſeveral marches and counter-mar- 


ches, threatening at one time Aeth, at another 
| Mons, appeared ſuddenly before Tournay, and in- 
veſted it the 25th of April, having fo far deceived 
the enemy as to put it out of their power to pre- 


vent his deſign. 


Tournay is one of the ſtrongeſt of the frontier 


places. The fortifications of the city and citadel] 


are reckoned amongſt the maſter-pieces of mon- 


leur de Vauban, by whom Lewis the XIV. had 


all the places in Flanders fortified. 


| The inhabitants of Tournay loved to be under 
the French government, and not ſo much becauſe 


this City is one of their antient patrimonies, as on 
account of the emolument it thence derives, pre- 
ſerring the French magnificence, which enriches 
a place, to the Dutch oeconomy, which ſtarves 


g it. But the inclinations of the people are no ob- 


ject of conſideration in fortified towns. Never 
| attacked, they do not think of defending them- 
ſelves, and are given over by one government to 
another, in virtue of capitulations, about which 
they are never conſulted. 


At 
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At the beginning of the ſiege of Tournay, a 
melancholy accident happened: Count de T aley- 
rand colonel of the regiment of Normandy, was 
in the trenches under the command of the duke 
of Biron. Near a cavalier which had been raiſ- 
ed, there ſtood a barrel of powder. The duke 
of Biron, who had repoſed part of the night on a 
bear ſkin near count de Taleyrand, remembered 


his promiſe, to go and ſpend the other part of it 


with M. de Meuſe; which he reſolved on in ſpite of 
all M. de Talleyrand's remonſtrances to the con- 
trary. The duke was ſcarce gone, when a ſoldier 


trying the priming of his muſket, let fall ſome 


ſparks of fire on the barrel of powder, which 
blew the cavalier up into the air, and M. 4: 


Talleyrand with about eighty ſoldiers, whoſe ſcat- 


tered members fell all around. 
The garriſon of Tournay, ſpectators of this fa- 


tal accident, ſcoffed at the French, and uſed the 


molt inſulting expreſſions. Some companies o 


grenadiers, having loſt all patience at their in- 


ſolence, anſwered in another manner than ſcur- 


rilous terms: they ſallied from their txenches, 
and ran on the glacis of the covered-way, (tho 


matters had not been yet brought to a point fo: 
attacking it) they jumped into the covered-way 
in an unprepared and diſorderly manner, ans 


without officers, expoſed to the fire of the ene-· 


my's artillery and muſketry. In the mean time 


the duke of Bron being informed of this action, 
which had been inſpired by reſentment, and 
which courage juſtify'd, ſent gabions immediate- 
theſe 
brave 


ly to them, in order to lodge ſecurely 
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brave fellows in the covered-way their gallantry 
had made them maſters of. | | 

As ſoon as theStates-General had learned that 
Tournay was in danger, they ſent orders to their 
general to riſk a battle, in order to ſuccour the 
place. In this inſtance, theſe frugal republicans, 
contrary to their uſual ſlowneſs and caution, were 


| the firſt to declare for reſolute meaſures. 


The 5th of May, the allies advanced as far 
as Cambron, within ſeven leagues of Tournay. 


The French king and the dauphin left Paris the 


| 6th, which gave that metropolis new anxiety on 


ſeeing the father and ſon, the latter very young 
and but lately married, going to expoſe them- 
ſelves to all the fatigues and dangers of a cam- 


| paign. 


No entrenchments had as yet been made in 


| the lines of circumvallation before Tournay ; nor 


was an army of obſervation formed, becaule that 


| twenty battalions and forty ſquadrons, drawn 


from the main army, under the command of 


| prince Conti, had not as yet arrived. Tho' the 
inhabitants of Paris had been alarmed with 


contrary accounts, it is certain, that the king's 
army was by much ſuperior in number to that of 
the allies, having ſixty battalions and eighty 


| ſquadrons more. But this ſuperiority did not 


come in play on the day of battle. Some regi- 
ments not being arrived as yet, others were 
left to guard the trenches before Tournay, and 
ſome poſted to preſerve the bridges of commu- 
nication: however it muſt be owned that the ſu- 


periority of number was on the fade of the French. 
3 The 
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The principal ſtrength of the allied army con- 


ſiſted of twenty battalions and twenty ſix ſqua- 


drons, under the command of the duke of 
Cumberland. Five battalions and ſixteen ſqua- 
drons of Hanoveriuns were joined to the Engliſb. 
The prince of Waldect had the command of 
twenty ſix battalions and forty ſquadrons Dutch. 
The Auſtrians had but eight ſquadrons in this 
army, tho' the war in Flanders was for them; 
but Flanders had long been defended by the arms 
and money of England and Holland. The Au- 

rians indeed were under the command of the 
old general Konigſeg, who had commanded 


_ againſt the Turks in Hungary, and againſt the 


French in Italy, and in Germany. His ſage ex- 
perience, was to moderate the impetuoſity of 
che two young princes, Cumberland and Waldect; 


their army was above fifty thouſand. 


The French king left eighteen thouſand men 
before Tournay, fix thouſand to guard the bridges 
on the Eſcaut, and the communications. This 
army was under the command of a general in 


whom great confidence was repoſed. Count Sa 
four 


at this time was but in a bad ſtate of health ; and 
ſet out very ſickly for the army. Being asked 
what he propoſed to do in ſo feeble a condition, 
he replied, © The queſtion is not now about 
living, but to make = exit with honour.” 
The king arrived the {txth at Douay; and as 


he was going to bed, received an expreſs from 


marſhal Saxe, which informed him, that the 
enemy was approaching, and would ſoon be in 
ſight. Whereupon he ſaid to his Aides de Camps, 

| * Gentlemen, 
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« Gentlemen, no time ſhall be loſt, I ſet out to- 
% morrow morning at five o'clock. Let not the 
« dauphin be diſturbed.” 

Next day being the 7th of May, the king went 
to Pont a Chin near tae ſcaut, and not fax from 
the trenches of Tournay. The dauphin, who had 
received information of the king's departure join- 
ed him there, and accompanied him, to recon- 
noitre the ground deſigned for the battle. Ac- 
clamations rang through all the army, on ſecing 
the king and dauphin. The allicd army paſted 
all the Ioth and the night to the 11th, in mak- 
ing their final diſpoſitions. 

The king was uncommonly chearful on the 
eve of the battle. The general topic of conver- 


ſation was, all thoſe battles in which kings 
were preſent. Lewis the XV. oblerved, that 
ſince the battle of Poitiers, no kin 
_ his ſon had been in the field together, and 


g of France 


hat none of them had obtained any ſignal vic- 


— over the Engliſb; he hoped his ſhould prove 
the firſt. 


He was the firſt up the day of battle. At 
four o'clock he called up monſieur d Argenſon 


miniſter of war, who immediately ſent to count 


Saxe for his laſt orders. He was found ina car- 
riage made of oſiers, that ſerved him for a bed, 
and in which he had himſelf drawn, when too 


weak to ride on horſe-back. The marſhal told 


the officer ſent to him by count d Arger;jon, that 
the king's guards ſhould be ordered tc advance to 
the poſt ot reſerve he had aſſigned for them, with 
che carabineers, whom he looked upon as a cer- 

2 2 tain 
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tain reſource, in caſe of neceſſity. It was a novel- 
ty to make ſuch a diſpoſition of the troops the 
enemy dreaded the moſt. 

The numerous ſuite of the king and the 
dauphin, was followed by a multitude of people 
of all conditions, drawn by curioſity to ſee that 
day's action; and, in order to fee it the better, 
many of them got up into the trees. 255 

The village of Antoin was near the Eſcaut, 
nine hundred toiſes from the bridge of Calonne, 


over which the king and dauphin advanced. The 


village of Fontenoy was a hundred toiſes diſtant 
from Antoin; afterwards, ſituate towards the 
north, is a piece of ground four hundred toiſes 
large, between the wood of Barri and Fontenoy. 


The general took all precautions relative to a 


victory or a defeat. The bridge of Calonne was 


mounted with cannon, fortified with entrench- 


ments, and defended by one battalion of the 
guards, one of the Sis, and three of the mi- 
litia ; this was deſigned as the retreating place for 
the king and dauphin, in caſe of a diſaſter. The 
reſt of the army were to march (if defeated) over 
the bridges on the lower Eſcaut near Tournay. 
"Three redoubts were raiſed in a hurry, midway 
between two villages, in a place deemed more 
acceſſible to the enemy than the reſt of the way 
was: marſhal de Noalles had them raiſed in the 
night, each redoubt was mounted with a battery 
of cannon, one of eight pieces, the two others of 
four each. They were called the redoubts of Bet- 
tens, becauſe the Swiſs regiment of Bettens, with 
that of Dieſbach, were entruſted with the guard of 
| them. 
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them. Beſides theſe precations, ſix pieces of 


= cannon, ſixteen pounders each, were fixed on 
| this ſide of the Eſcaut, in order to thunder on 
the! ſuch troops as ſhould attack the village of An- 
loin, © FLEE 
Plc It is not improper to obſerve, that between 
ter.! the wood of Barri and- Fontenoy, there was a 
' Þ rifing-ground, of the ſpace of about four hundred 
%, and fifty toiſes, by which the enemy might pe- 
a netrate; therefore, the general ordered a well 
"he executed redoubt to be raiſed at the point of the 
—_—_ wood of Barri, in which the cannons were 
the placed in embraſures. The marquis de Chabannes 
ieh had there under his orders, one battalion of the 


| regiment of Eu. The cannons of this redoubt, 
J* Þ with thoſe fixed on the left flank of Fontenoy, muſt 


ms | make ſuch a firing, as one would think ſhould 
a. if {top all the efforts of the moſt determined army. 
hel Flad the Engh/h attempted by the wood of 
ni. Barri, to make their way, there was another 
for redoubt mounted with cannon prepared for them 
he there; or if inclined to take a longer way about, 
Boo they would have met entrenchments to be forced, 
| and have been expoſed to the fire of two batteries 
ray of cannon on the high road of Leuze. Thus the 


| marſhal was armed on every ſide, having made 
% the moſt of his ground. 5 

I The diſpoſition of the troops was as follows; 
„counts de la Marcs and de POrge, were charged 
„with the poſt of Antoin, where were five battali- 
ons of Piedmont, one of B:ron, with ten pieces of 
cannon. The marquis de Crillon was cloſe by 
of . . 2 | : E: 3 = 521. 1 the 
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the neareſt redoubt to Antoin, with his regiment, 
having dragoons at his left to ſupport them. 


The village of Fontenoy was in the care oi 
count de la Vauguicn, who had under him the 


ſon of the marquis de Meuze Choiſeul, with the 
regiment dauphin, of which this young warrior 
(ſince dead) was then colonel. The duke 4 
-Biron liemenant-general, was at the head of the 
king's regiment, which he commanded near 


Fontenoy; on his left was viſcount Daubeterre, 


with the regiment of his name. 

Pretty near on the ſame line were ranged four 
battalions of the French guards, two of Szoiſs, and 
the regiment of Courtin, which covered the 
ground from Fontenoy to the wood of Barri. At 
about two hundred toiſes behind them, were fifty 


two ſquadrons of horſe. The duke of eee ; 


count 4 E/trees, the duke of Penthivere, were the 
generals of the firft line. Meſſieurs de Clermont 


Gallerunde, du Chaila, and d Apcher, led on the 


ſecond ; between theſe lines of cavalry, there 
had been placed, ſince morning, the regiment 
of la Couronne, Hlainaut, Soifjſons, and Royal. 
On the left was poſted the ad Bngal under 
the command of lord Clare, and on a little plain 


of about eight hundred paces farther on, was 


the regiment des V. aiſfauz, whoſe then colonel 


was the marquis e Guerchi. Between the bri- 
gades were monſieur de Clermont Jonnerre and 


prince de Pons of the family of Lorrain, at the 


2 of the horſe-brigade of Royal Rowfillon. 


All theſe diſpofitions made, the return of day 
was expected with univerſal filence, At four 
2 o'clock 
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o'clock in the morning marſhal de Saxe viſited 
all the poſts ; which ſatigue increaſed his pains, . 


ſo far, that he could neither walk nor ride, 


| therefore got into his oſier vehicle for ſome 


time, 

Count D' Argenſon, at the dawn of day went 
to ſee if the artillery of the redoubts and villages 
were in good order, and if the field-pieces were 
ready. Tho' he had ordered an hundred, there 


| were but ſixty come up, ſothe miniſter's perſonal 


inſpection, and orders were very neceſſary on 
this occaſion. He ordered the forty, which 
were wanting, to be brought up, but from the 
unavoidable tumult and perplexity in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, the number of balls requiſite for 
ſuch a quantity of artillery was defective. 

The field- pieces were four pounders, and 
were drawn by men. Thoſe in the villages, in 


the redoubts, and thoſe pointed againſt the Dutch 


on the Eſcaut were from four to ſixteen pounders. 


Two battallions of royal artillery were diſtribut- 


ed in Antoin, in Fontenoy, and in the redoubts, 
under the command of monſieur de Brocard lieu 
tenant- general of the artillery. 

The enemy had eighty pieces of cannon, and 
eight mortars. The cannonading began on 
both ſides. Marſhal Saxe told marſhal de 
Naailles, that he belived the allies intended 
nothing farther than cannonading, and in fo 
doing, lent them a deſign they had not, but which 
he would have put in practice, if in their ſitua- 
tion, which was to keep the French army in con- 
tinual alarms; and by that means, if not able to 

E 4 congpel 
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compel them to raiſe the ſiege, at leaſt protract 
the taking of Tournay ; for they were poſted 
in ſuch a manner as not to be attacked, but at a 

mw great risk, and could continually barraf the 

1eging army 

'T his was * opinion of old general Kong ſeg, 
but the impetuoſity of the duke of Cumberland, 
and the ſelf-ſufficiency of the Engliſh troops, were 
deaf to all advice. Marſhal de Noailles, who was 
near Fontenoy, when the cannonading began, 
went to inform marſhal Saxe of the work he 
had made the preceeding night, in order to join 
the village of Fontenoy to the firſt of the three 
redoubts, between Fontenoy and Antoin. He 


acted as his firſt Aide de Camp, ſacrificing the 


too common jealouſy of generals to the good of 
his country, and forgetting himſelf, 'in behalf of 
a younger commander, and a ſtranger. Marſhal 
deSaxe had a thorough ſenſe of ſuch magnanimous 
behaviour, and there never was a ſtricter union 
between two great men, above all the littlenels of 
meaner ſouls. 

The good marſhal de We on bang the 
duke of Grammont, ſaid to him, “come, nephew, 
dit is proper that we embrace on a day of 
© battle, for perbaps we ſhall never ſee each 


e other more.” Having embraced afteCtionate- 


ly, marſhal de Noailles went to the king, to 
give him an account of all the poſts he had 
viſited. 

The duke ae c met count 3 
who advanced with him near to the firſt redoubt 
of the wood of Barri, ever againſt an Exgliſb 

| | battery. 
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battery. The duke of Grammont's horſe being 
ſhot with a cannon ball, count Lowendahl was 
all over blood, and ſeeing a piece of bloody fleſh 
drop into the duke's boot, take care, ſaid the 
„ count, your horſe is killed :” © and I too,” 
replied the duke. His thigh was ſhivered with the 
blow, he was carried off the field, and before 


Mr. Peyronie the firſt ſurgeon could come up to 


him, he expired. | 
The artillery on both ſides continued a briſk 
firing until eight in the morning, nor did the 


| allies as yet appear to have any fixed deſign. 


About ſeven the Engh/h had moved to the 
ground of Fontenoy, and attacked it on every 
ide; they threw in bombs, one of which fell at 


the feet of marſhal Saxe, while he was ſpeaking 
to count Loꝛbendabl. The Dutch next advanc- 
ed towards Antoin; theſe two attacks were 
| equally well ſuſtained. The count de Vauguion, 
| who commanded in Fontenoy, having the young 
count de Meuæe under him, conſtantly repulſed 
| the Engliſb. He had made intrenchments in his 
| village, and gave orders to the regiment Dauphin 


to never fire without command, which was 


punctually obeyed ; and at every diſcharge they 


cried, Long live the king!” 


Counts de la Marck and de Lorges, in Anton, 


kept off the Dutch infantry and cavalry. The 


marquis de Chambonas ſuſtained courageouſlly all 


the attacks at the redoubt D'Eu. The Enyli/fþ 
attacked Fontenoy three times, and the Dutch 


preſented themſelves twice before Antoin. At 


their ſecond attempt a Dutch ſquadron was al- 
| : E 5 moſt 
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molt entirely carrie) off by the cannon of Antoin, 
there not remaining above fifteen men; and in 
conſequence the Dutch ated more cautious and 
thy in all their ſubſequent approaches. L 
The king and the dauphin were near the ex- 
ecution place of our lady of the wood (notre dame 
des Bois); the balls from the Engliſp artillery flying 
far over them; even the muſket- balls reached 
where they were, and count D' Argenſon's ſer- 
vant was wounded in the fore-head far behind 
the king. 35 | 
He obſerved attentively from this place, equi- 
diſtant from the different corps, all that pafled, 
and was the firſt to perceive that the enemy by 
attacking Antoin and Fontenoy, intended to point 
all their efforts that way. It therefore appeared 
to him unneceſſary to let remain near Ramecroix 
the regiments of Normandy, Auvergne and Tour- 
aine, he ſent orders to the regiment of Normandy 
to advance near the Iriſb Brigade, and that the 
regiments of Auvergne and Tourame ſhould fall 
more to the rear of them ; but this he did not 
do without the advice (or rather the private di- 
rections of the generals) modeſtly ſaying, that 
his chief motive to come to that battle, was in 
order to inſtruct himſelf and his fon, in military 


affa ir 8 0. a 


He drew near Antoin at the very time the 


Dutch made this ſecond attack on it, cannon 


balls fell all around him (as the French ſay) and 
he betrayed no ſymptoms of fear, but returned 
to. his firſt poſt, where he obſerved with ſome 


king of amazement, that the balls fired from the 
Dai 
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Englih batteries raiſed on the ſides of the woods 


of Barr, fell on the regiment of Royal Rouſilon, 
which made not the leaſt movement by which 


their danger or loſs could be guſſed at. 


Till between ten and eleven o'clock, the at- 
tack of the enemies was nothing more than 
what marſhal Saxe had at firſt ſurmiſed it would 
be, conſiſting of an undecifive firing on the vil- 
lages and redoubts. "The duke of Cumberland 
reſolved to pierce between the redoubt of the 
woods of Barr: and Fontenoy. There was a 
deep ravin to be paſſed over, expoſed to the battery 
of the redoubt, and on the other fide of the 
ravin, the French army. What had induced 
the duke to undertake fo perilous an enterpriſe, 
was one of his officers named Ingoldoby's not 
having executed his orders to attack the redoubt 
of Eu. For had this redorſbt been taken, he 
could have made his whole army advance under 
the protection of the cannon of this redoubt, 
which he would have turned againſt the French. 

Notwithſtanding this diſappointment, the Eu- 
gliſb marched boldly over the ravin, keeping 
their ranks, and drawing their cannon with them 
they formed themſelves in three lines cloſe wedg- 
ed, and advanced towards batteries of cannon 
which made a tremendeous fire on them; whole 
ranks dropt on. the right and left, which were 
immediately replaced, and the cannon which 
they had brought with them againſt Fontenu 
and the redoubts, returned the fire of the French 
artillery, In this order they marched undaunt- 

| E 6 edly, 
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edly, preceded by ſix pieces of cannon, having 
ſix more in the middle of their lines. 

Over againſt them were four battalions of 
French guards, with two battalions of Ss 
guards on their left, the regiment of Courten on 
their right, near which was that of D' Aubeter re, 
and a little further on, the regiment Du Raz, 
along the edge of the hollow way to Fontenoy: 
it was a riſing-ground from the place the French 
guards ſtood, to where the Engliſb were form- 
ing themſelves. | | N 

The officers of the French guards ſaid to each 
other, let us go take the Engliſb cannon;“ to- 
wards which they ran up with their grenadiers, 
and were aſtoniſhed to find an army drawn up 
before them; and having loſt by their artillery 
and muſketry ſixty, the reſt returned to their 
ranks with precipitation. | 

The Engliſb continued their march; the line 
of French infantry compoſed of French guards, 
Swiſs, the regiment of Courten, Daubeterre, &c. 
advanced towards the enemy, and were now 
within fifty paces of a regiment of Engliſb guards. 
Campbells regiment, and the royal Scots were 
next, with whom were lieutenant general Camp- 


tell, the earl of Albemarle major-general, and 


Mr. Churchil brigadier-general. 

The Engliſb officers took off their hats, and 
ſaluted the French. Count Chabannes, and duke 
de Biron, who were to the front of their corps, 
returned the ſalute. Lord Charles Hay, captain 
of the Engliſb guards, cried out, Gentlemen 
« of the French guards, fire.“ Count D'An- 
| | trache, 
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troche, then lieutenant, and ſince captain of gre- 
nadiers, anſwered aloud, Gentlemen, we ne- 
« ver fire firſt, do you begin.” The En- 
gliſb captain then gave orders to his to fire, 
which was a continued one: the Engliſb ſeemed 
a moving body of fire to the French, whole ſight 
was dazzled with the continued blaze, and 
hearing deafened with the uninterrupted noiſe. 

Nineteen officers of the French guards were 
killed at the firſt general diſcharge, and ninety- 
hve ſoldiers ; two hundred and eighty-five were 


| wounded ; great havock were made in the Swſs. 
| The colonel, lieutenant-colonel, four officers, 
and ſeventy-five ſoldiers of the regiment of Cour- 
ten dropt, beſides fourteen officers, and two hun- 
dred ſoldiers dangerouſly wounded. | 
The firſt line of the French being thus ſwept 


away, the three remaining looked behind, and 


ſeeing no cavalry near enough to them, they 
fled. The duke of Grammont their colo- 
nel, and the firſt lieutenant-general, who might 
have kept them to their duty, was dead; Mr. de 
Luttauæx, the ſecond lieutenant- general, came up 


as they fled. The Engliſb ſtill marched ſlowly on, 


as if they were only exerciſing: the majors were 


ſeen levelling the ſoldiers muſkets with their 
canes, that they might ſhoot low and ſtraight. 


The Engliſh army had now got clear of Fon- 


tenoy, and the redoubt. Tho' they had moved 


in three lines before, being here pinched by the 
diſpoſition of the ground, they wedged themſelves 


into a long and thick column, impenetrable by 


its maſs, and much move fo by its courage. 
This 
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This dreadful column marched towards the 
regiment D' Aubeterre. Mr. de Luttaux, at the 
news of this approaching danger, ran to them 
from Fontenoy, where he had been dangerouſly 
wounded ; his aid de camp entreated him to 
have his wound dreſſed, but his anſwer was, 
The ſervice of the king is a more immediate 
object to me at preſent than life!“ 

He advanced with the duke of Biron, at the 
head of the regiment of D' Aubeterre, led on by 
the colonel of the fame name. Unfortunate 
Luttaux received two mortal wounds; Biron 
had a horſe killed under him: a hundred and 
thirty ſoldiers of D' Aubeterre were killed, and 
two hundred wounded. The duke de Biron, 
with the regiment Du Roi, which he command- 
ed, by flanking the left of the column, ſtopt its 
progreſs. A regiment of Engliſb guards detach- 
ed itſelf from the column, advancing a few ſteps 
towards him, killed three of his captains, wound- 
ed fifteen others, and twelve lieutenants, diſ- 
abled ſeventy- nine ſoldiers, and killed two hun- 
dred and ſixty- ſix. Y wp 

The regiment de la Couronne, then but a little 
ſpace behind that of Du Roi, preſented itſelf to 
the Engliſb column. Its colonel, Duc D'Havri 
lieutenant-colonel, and in the whole thirty-ſe- 
ven officers, were diſabled by their wounds, with 
about two hundred and ſixty ſoldiers. The re- 
giment Soiſſinois, which ſucceeded to Ja Cou- 
ronne, had fourteen officers wounded, loſt one 
hundred and thirty ſoldiers. The regiment 
Royal, which was with that of Ja Couron- 


ne, loſt more than any other regiment at 
: at 
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at theſe attacks; having ſix officers, and a hun- 
dred and thirty-ſix ſoldiers killed, thirty-two 
officers, with five hundred and nine ſoldiers, 
wounded. „ 
The Engliſh, who advanced on the regiment 
Du Roi, might have taken Fontenoy behind, 
whilſt they cannonaded it on another ſide, which, 
if they had, the battle was loſt from the French, 
without any hopes of recovery. The duke of 


Biron put grenadiers into the hollow-way, to 


| keep the Engliſb in check: whilſt the regiments 


du Noi, la Couronne, D' Aubeterre, were en- 
trenched hehind heaps of their ſlain and 
wounded companions, two battalions of French 
and Swiſs guards were ſneaking off different 


ways, by the lines of the cavalry, who were a 


good way behind them. The officers who ſtrove 


| to rally them, met with M. de Luttaux, Ah! 


cc gentlemen,” ſaid he, do not expect me to 
« rally; for I am dangerouſly wounded, and 


„ muit retire |”? he died ſoon after, in oreat 
pain. 


Before he had retired, he ſaid to the ſol- 
diers of the French guards whom he met,“ Go, 
« my friends, and join your comrades, who 
form the guard of Pont Calonne; others fled 


| with precipitation through a little hollow way 
leading from Barri, to the very place where the 


king was. 5 
Their grenadiers, with what remained of the 


two battalions, rallied under count de Chabannes, 


near the redoubt of Hu; and theſe continued 
with M. de la Sonne, who formed them into a 
battalion which he commanded, being, though 
very young, the eldeſt captain able to act, all 
the others were killed or wounded. | 


The 
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The compact and reſolute Engliſb column till 
gained ground : marſhal Saxe, who beheld the 
uncertainty of ſucceſs, with great calmneſs, 
ſent word to the king by marquis de Meuſe, that 
he conjured him to retire beyond the bridge with 
the dauphin, and that he would do all in hi 
power to recover affairs; That I know he 
© will,” replied the king, but I will not move 
© from hence.“ 
This monarch diſpatched his aid de camps 
every moment from brigade to brigade, and from 


| Poſt to poſt, who returned ſucceſſively to him, Þ 
The order of 


with accounts of what paſled. 
battle was now changed from what 1t had been 
in the beginning ; for, of the firſt line of caval- 
„there remained now but half. Count E- 
ree's diviſion was near Antoin, under the duke 


of Harcourt, making head with his dragoons, 


and Crillon's regiment againſt the Dutch, left 
they ſhould penetrate by that fide, whilſt the 
Engliſb on the other began to be victorious. The 
other halt of the line, the duke of FHarcourt's 


diviſion, was under count d Eftrets, and march- 


ed againſt the Enghſh. MI. de Fienne led on 


his regiment, M. de Cernay the Croats, and 
duke Vitzjames an Iriſb regiment of horſe, call- 
ed by his name: but, alas! what could fo 
ſmall a body of cavalry do againſt fo firm, and 
ſo well diſciplined a column of infantry, whoſe 
continued hedge-firing ſcattered all theſe littk 
ſeparated bodies, which preſented themſelves 
one after the other; beſides, it is very well 
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known, that the horſe can do very little againſt 
the foot in cloſe wedged ranks. | 

- Marſhal Saxe was in the midſt of all this fire, 
and though much weakened by his malady, he 
ruſhed forward to make the ſecond line of 
cavalry advance againſt the column. The count 


de Neailles led on his brigade, and fell on with 
impetuoſity. The marquis of Vignacourt, cap- 


tain in his regiment, moved with his ſquadron 
to a flank of the column; it got among the 
Engliſb ranks, and but fourteen of them, with 
M. VJignacourt, eſcaped alive. An Engliſb ſol- 
dier run his bayonet with ſuch force, through 


Vignacourt's boot into his leg, that there it ſtuck 
with the muſket; the horſe having ſeveral 


wounds, ran away with his maſter. The butt 


end of the muſket trailing on the ground, ſtill 
raiſed the bayonet, which tore the wound larger; 


he died ſoon after : of the fourteen, ten were 


taken priſoners, whom the Engliſb ſent back next 
day, in conſideration of their gallant behaviour. 


Count D Argenſon, ſon of the miniſter of 


war, with his regiment of Berry, attacked at 
the ſame time Fiennes did; he charged three 
times at the head of a ſingle ſquadron, which 
gave riſe to'a ſhort-lived rumour of his death, 


-ount de Brionne, chevalier de Brancas, mar- 
quis de Chabrillant, led on and rallied their ca- 


valry; but their different corps were all repulſed, 
one after the other. 
re, count 4 Eftrets, marquis de Croiſſi, ap- 
peared every where; the 
from brigade to brigade. 


Count de Clermont, Tonne- 


general officers ran 


The 
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The colonel- general Fiennes, and the Croat! 
were roughly handled ; they loſt twelve officers. 
Clermont prince had twenty-two wounded, In 
ſhort, they could get no ground of the enemy, 
and all the efforts they made, ſtill added to their 
lok. | 

The more the Engliſh column advanced, the 
more it deepened, and was the better able to re- 
pair its continual loſſes, from ſo many repeated 
attacks. It marched unmoved over the dead 
and wounded of both ſides; and though in three 
diviſions, ſeemed to form but one body of about 
ſixteen thouſand men. 

A great number of the French horſe were 
driven in diſorder, to the place where the king 
and his ſon were, who were ſeparated from each 
other by the precipitate movement of tle crowd, 
The king, though concerned, did not change 
_ countenance, nor let eſcape any mark of anger, 
or uneaſineſs. But having obſerved about two 
hundred horſe ſcattered behind him, he ſaid to 
Chevau Leger, Go, in my name, rally thoſe men, 
and lead them on to the enemy, which he did; 
his name was Fouy ; and not thinking that he 
had done any thing more than his duty, it was 
a long time before the miniſter of war could 
— to a knowledge of, in order to reward 

m. | 
During this diforder, the brigades of the 
guards de corps, who had been in reſerve, moved 
of themſelves to the enemy; the chevalier De- 
Suzi and Saumery were killed. Four ſquadron 
of the Gens D' Armes arived at the ſame — 

x o. 


pre 


preſſed his ſatisfaction. Two and thirty officers 
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from Douay; and, notwithſtanding the fatigue 
they had undergone in a march of ſeven leagues, 
they went to attack the enemy ; but all thoſe 


freſh ſuccours, like thoſe who preceded them, 
were received by the enemy with the ſame in- 


trepidity, and the ſame continued hire. 
Young count de Chevrier was killed. The 


chevalier de Monaco, fon of the duke of Valen- 
tings, was wounded in the leg, and M. du 


Gueſchin in the foot. The carabineers came 


next to the charge, had fix officers killed, and 


twenty wounded. No meaſures had been con- 
certed for all theſe attacks, they might be juſtly 
called falſe fire, and will never prevail againſt 
bravery, when under the guidance of diſcipline 
and order, | 
Marſhal Saxe almoſt exhauſted, was ſtill on 
horſeback, and moved ſlowly amidſt the fire; 
he paſſed before the front of the Engliſò column, 
in order to take a view of the wood of Barri on 
the left. The ſame attempts were made there 
as on the right, but proved all vain efforts againſt 


the advancing column. 


The Engliſh faced about to the ſeveral regi- 
ments, preſenting themſelves one after the other, 
pointed their cannon a- propos, and firing by di- 
viſions, ſtill fed their fire while attacked, and 


ceaſed it with the attack ceaſing. M. Saxe ſeeing 


a French regiment engaged, of which whole 
flanks fell, without the body's yielding ground, 
he aſked which it was? being told des — 
commanded by monſieur de Guerchi, he ex- 


of 


* 
ue 
n 


— A n Tet; 2 
? een er LED RNS 
_ . . 2 * * 7 


92 Tir KE 07 | 

of this regiment were wounded, and one third 

of the ſoldiers killed or diſabled. | 
The regiment of Hainault did not ſuffer leſs; 


the ſon of prince Craon, governor of Tuſcany, 


its colonel, was killed, and the lieutenant-co- 
lonel mortally wounded near him. Nineteen 
officers of this corps were dangerouſly wound- 


ed, and two hundred and ſixty ſoldiers killed, 


The regiment of Normandycame up, and had 
as great a loſs in officers and ſoldiers, as had alſo 
that of Hainault; lieutenant-colonel Solenci head- 


ed it; the king praiſed his courage in the field of 


battle, and promoted him after to the rank of 
brigadier-general. Some of the [r:/þ brigades 
attacked the column in flank, colonel Dillön, 
with thirteen officers were killed, and fifty-ſix 
wounded. 

Marſhal de Saxe paſſed a-new before the 
front of the column, which was advanced a hun- 
dred paces beyond the redoubts of Eu and Fon- 
tenoy, He went to ſee what ſituation Fontenty 
was in, which having no balls left, the enemy's 
artillery was anſwered by the ſimple firing of 
powder. 

M. de Brocard, lieutenant-general of the ar- 


tillery, and ſeveral other officers of the ſame 


corps, had received mortal wounds; he entreat- 
ed the duke D* Harcourt, whom he met, to go 
and prevail on the king to retire; he ſent or- 
ders to the count % la March, who had the 
guard of Antoin, to move from thence with the 
regiment of Piedmont. The battle ſeemed to 


be loſt without reſource: the field- pieces were 
brought 
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brought in from every ſide, thoſe of Fontenoy, 
although balls had been brought, were juſt 
on the point of being carried off, as ſeveral 
equipages had been already. 

Marſhal Saxe's intention was, tq make one 
deciſive effort more againſt the Eugliſb column, 
which had greatly ſuſfered, tho' it ſtill preſerved 
the ſame appearance as to depth, and was aſto- 
niſhedat finding itſelf in the middle of the French 


| field of battle, without any of their own caval- 


ry near; however, it affected a commanding 
look, as if poſſeſſed of the held of battle, which, 
had the Dutch paſſed between the redoubts of Bet- 


tens, and ſeconded them, the victory was undoubt- 


edly theirs, there being no reſource left, not 
even a retreat for the army, nor perhaps one for 
the king and his ſon : the ſucceſs ot the laſt ef- 
fort was very uncertain - 

Marſhal Saxe ſenſible, that conqueſt or a de- 
teat muſt enſue, bethought him of the means of 
a ſure retreat : in the very time he was doing all 
in his power to obtain a complete victory, he 
ſent orders to count de /a Marck to evacuate An- 
tun, and to draw neear the bridge of Calonne, 
in order to favour their treat, in caſe of a di- 
laſter. | 

Count de la Marck was very much grieved at 
this order, the effect of which would be, the 
Dutch making themſelves maſters of Antan, 
and turning the cannon there on the king's 
troops. The marſhal ſent a ſecond order to him 
N M. Dailvorde his aid de camp, which was 
alſo notified to count de Lorges ; and that he 

I | ſhould 
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ſhould be reſponſible for the execution; forc- 
ed, he obeyed, deſpairing of any ſucceſs that 
day; but the greateſt events depend ſome times 
on trifles light as air, on a miſtake, or ſome 
unforeſeen incident. 

Thoſe who were near the king, haut reaſon 
to think the battle was loſt, knowing that there 
were no balls in Fontenoy, and that the greateſt 
number of thoſe employed about the artillery 
had been killed; that the poſt where Mr. 4e 
Chambonas was, alſo wanted balls, and that the 
village of Autoin was upon the point of being 
evacuated. | 

Thoſe about the duke of Cumberland could 
not have a better opinion of the fortune of 
the day on their ſide, thinking themſelves 
ſtill expoſed to the fire of Fontenoy, and the re- 
doubt of Harri, not knowing that they had 
been fired at for ſome time with powder only. 
The Dutch alſo ignorant of the orders for eva- 
cuating Antoin, did not think of moving thither. 

The En gliſb horſe, which would have com- 
pleted the diſorder cauſed by the column of their 
foot, did not appear to aſſiſt them, there being 
no other way of coming up to them but hy Fun- 
tenoy, or the redoubt, whoſe batteries {till fired 
with equal vehemence, but unknown to them, 
that it was without ball. 

If it ſhould be aſked here, why the Eng/:/ 

eneral had not at firſt ſtrove to make himſelf 
maſter of the redoubt, whoſe cannon he might 
have afterwards turned upon the French, which 


would have ſecured the a to them ? It is 
ſaid, 
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ſaid, that it had been his intention; and that, 
ſo early as eight o'clock in the morning, orders 
had been given to general Ingoluſoy, to enter into 
the woods of Barri, with four regiments, to attack 
the redoubt ; which, as he was about to attempt, 
he perceived the artillery of the place pointed 
againſt him, and ſome battalions lying on the 
ground in wait for him. Subſequent to which 
diſcovery, he went to apply for fome cannon, 
which general Campbell promiſed to ſend to him, 
but he having been killed early by a ball, ſhot 
from the redoubt, was the occaſion of the can- 
non's not coming time enough ; and this in- 
duced the duke of Cumberland, unwilling to 
loſe any time, to march with his intrepid in- 
fantry before the fire of the redoubt; and this 
enterprize, which ought, on the very ſetting 
out, to have proved fatal to him, ſucceeded as yet 
by the dint of the valour of his troops: what 
cannot Englih troops attempt, let them be 
but well commanded ? 

A hurried and tumultuous kind of council 
was held in preſence of the French king ; he 
had received a meſiage from the general to re- 
tire, and was entreated in the name of France 
not to expoſe himſelf any more. The duke of 
Hichlieu, who ſerved as aid de camp to the king, 
came up at this juncture ; he had been to re- 
connoitre the column and Fontenoy; he had run 
avout, and fought every where, without receiv- 
ing a wound, and preſented himſelf before the 
king quite out of breath, covered with duſt, and 
liz ſword drawn : * Well, what news ?* ſaid 

| mar- 
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marſhal de Noailles to him“ My news is, re- 
plied Richlieu, That the day is ours yet, if we 
< pleaſe; and my advice is, that four pieces of 
© cannon be, without loſs of time, drawn up before 
the column, and during theſe batteries playing 
© onthe column, our other troops hall ſurround 
c it; which, after ſome debate, wñs agreed upon, 

M. de Senneval, lieutenant of the artillery, 
pointed the four pieces of cannon over againſt 
the column. The duke de Richlieu galloped 
with all ſpeed, to bid the houſhold march, in 
the king's name. M. Monteſſon their command- 
er, received with joy theſe orders from the duke, 
and led them on with alacrity. 

The prince Soubiſe aſſembled the Gens 
a" Armes whom he commanded, and the then 
duke of Pequigni, now duke of Chaulnes, put 
himſelf at the head of the Chevaux Legers ; the 
different corps formed themſelves, and advanc- 
ed. The four ſquadrons of Gens D' Armes ad- 
vanced on the right of the king's houſhold, the 
horſe grenadiers at their head, under monſieur 
de Grille their captain. The muſquetaires, com- 
manded by monſieur de Fumzithac, marched on 
with rapidity. | 
The dauphin too (they ſay) was running 

with his ſword drawn, to lead on his father“ 
houſhold; but ſome good-natured perſon, 3 
there are never wanting on theſe occations, ſtopt 
him for the ſake of France, not his own, which, 
upon due conſideration, he conſented to. It 
is really nauſeating to read the minute and 


puerile detail of French writers, of the dictated 
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ſayings, and prepared intervenings of the aſto- 
niſhing heroiſm of their princes, who (hear 
them) ſurpaſs all others, | | 
In this deciſive moment, count I Eu, and 
the duke de Biron were afflicted to ſee the troops 
defiling from their poſt at Antoin; count de la 
Mark, who led them out, did it with great re- 
gret, but by the remonſtrances of theſe officers, 
who informed count Saxe, - juſt coming that 
way, of the king's reſolution, they were ordered 
to return into Antoin ; though much indiſpoſed, 
he ran from right to left, then to the /r:/þ bri- 
gade, on whom he had great dependence, and 
recommended to all the troops he met comirg 
up, that they would do nothing tumultuouſly, 
but act all in concert. | 

While he ſtopt at the Jriſh brigade, with 
count L9wendahl and Lord Clare; the duke 
de Biron, count d Eu, marquis de Croiſi, were 
on the right, over- againſt the left flank of the 
column, on a riſing- ground; they perceived the 
Iriþ brigade bearing down on its left flank, 
Nov is the time, ſaid they to each other, for 
* us to march, and put an end to the buſineſs of 
' this day.“ | | 

Monſ. de Biron led on the regiment du Roi, 
thoſe of D' Aubeterre and Courten followed; an 
univerſal harmony ſeemed diffuſed through all 
the bodies marching together. Lord Clare, 
(now marſhal Thomond) led on the Iriſb brigade 
to attack the column in front, the other troops 
attacked it in the flanks. The hollow-way 
which ſeparated them from the Engliſb column, 
was ſoon got over by the French forces, Wh 

F fircd 


T 
fired at, and now ran upon the harraſſed En- ran 
gliſh (unrelieved by any new corps) with ſcrewed to 
bayonets : they were obliged to yield to ſuch fu- ma; 
periority of numbers, and diverſified attacks, ¶ ſom 
having done as much as mortals.ever did, and turr 
will ever appear in the eſtimation of judges of troc 
true military glory, conquerors, tho' conquer- ¶ afte 
ed. What was the number that gave all this! J 
trouble? ſixteen thouſand ; had there been aon 
few thouſands more ſuch men | F Dhoif 
| In the purſuit, the French killed ſeveral of the ¶ tade 
Iiriſb, in taking them for parties of the Engliſ defe, 
army, their uniform being very much alike ; bein, 
however, they deſeryed it, for fighting fo bravely I dere. 
in ſo bad a cauſe, and being principally inſtru- In 
mental in the ſucceſs of that day. „ 
Expreſs on expreſs was ſent from every com- I eann 
manding officer, to inform the king of the vic-· I but o 
tory. | 
Among the Engliſb officers ſlain, were ge- ¶ ter in 
neral Campbell, general Ponſonby, lord Albemarlès ¶ ſorm 
brother, five colonels, five captains of the guards, I not ſc 
with a great number of ſubaltern officers. The in pl: 
Engliſh repaſſed the ravin between Fontenoy and TI 
the redoubt in the greateſt diſorder; the ground other 
which the column had occupied, as well as the the te 
ravin, were covered with dead and wounded . ing th 
However, tfie French loſt a far greater numbe i ſtudi 
of officers of the firſt, and of all ranks, as well 
as of common men, than the Engliſb, allowing 
all manner of proportion for the difference 0 
numbers. | 
The French king having returned public 
thanks-to marſhal Saxe, then rode from rank , 
rank, 


Maurice Count SA x E. 99 


rank, paying to each corps the encomiums due 
to their gallant behaviour. A few days after, 
marſhal Saxe having received intelligence, that 
ſome parties of the army of the allies were re- 
turned to Leuze, in order to harraſs the French 
troops beſieging Tournay, he ſent a detachment 
after, which routed them. 

The ſiege was ſo vigorouſly carried on, that 
on the 22d of ſaid month, the commander 
hoiſted a white flag, and withdrew into the ci- 
tadel with his garriſon, where he made a brave 
defence, till the 19th of June; and a breach 


being then made twenty toiſes wide, he ſurren - 


dered to the king on the 20th. | 

In the capitulation, his majeſty granted the 
honours of war to the beſieged, four pieces of 
cannon, whereon were the arms of Holland; 
but on condition, that for eighteen months, the 
were not to act againſt him or his allies, nor en- 
ter into the pay of any other power, nor per- 
form any military function whatſoever; nay, 
not ſo much as be employed as garriſon trogs 
in places the moſt diſtant from Bavygria, 

The preſence of the allied array was of no 
other uſe than to add a luſtre ta the taking of 
the town and citadel of Tournay. It was dur- 
ing the ſiege of the latter, that Lewis the XV. 
ſtudious of giving new marks of his royal bene- 
volence to count Saxe, ordered a brevet to be 
made out, by which the honours and entries of 
the Louvre were granted to this general, which 
re looked upon as a very diſtinguiſhed favour by 
the French courtiers, but would not, perhaps, be 


7 2 though 
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thought a mighty matter in England, if it were 
the cuſtom, and- his preſent majeſty inclined to 
grant them. And much about the ſame time, 
he ordered two other brevets to be made in his 
behalf, granting him eſſentials; in the one, an 
additional penſion of 40,000 livers a year, and 
in the other the caſtle of Chambord, with a\l its 
appurtenances, . 8 

: "The French army having repoſed before Tour- 
nay, it marched from thence in five columns the 
firſt of July. The victorious French king, and 
his triumphant ſon the dauphin rode at the head 
of the center. 


The taking of GuENT, Buxczs, Ov- 
DENARDE, OsTENp, NIEvuPORT, 
AETH. 


In order that they might ſucceed in ſurprizing 
Ghent, his majeſty's intention was by different 
motions to conceal] their march: count Lowen- 
_ dahl made acquainted with the deſign, was de- 
tached towards Oudenarde, under pretext of in- 
veſting that place, and having arrived near Ghent, 
on the evening of the tenth, he attacked the 
city next day at ten, and by ſcalading took it. 
He carried off four hundred priſoners, of which 
number were ſeventy Engliſh officers. He 
ſeized on all the equipages, magazines both of 
artillery and proviſions there. He obliged the 


garriſon of the caſtle to ſurrender priſoners of 
The 


war two days after. \ 
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The taking of Ghent intimidated the allied 
army, and the Britiſh hero, tho' defeated, was 
meditating on ſeveral projects, without being able 
to fix on any. On the night between the 17th 
and 18th, count Saxe detached marquis de Souvre 
with four hundred dragoons, four piquets, ahund- 
red and fifty graſſins, and four hundred grenadiers 
to take Bruges. The inhabitants opened the 
gates of the town at his approach, and ſubmitted 
themſclves to the French king. 
All things properly diſpoſed for the beſieging 
of Oudenarde in the night between the 18th and 
19th, M. de Lowendahl opened the trenches. On 
the 21ſt the governor hung out the white flag 
at ſix in the evening. On the 25th the garriſon, 
conſiſting of twelve hundred men, marched out 
of the place, and after they had filed off before his 
majeſty, laid down their arms, being priſoners of 
war; and, as agreed on by capitulation, werecon- 
ducted to Tournay. Thirty ſix pieces of cannon, 
with plenty of proviſions and forage, were found 
in Oudenarde. | | 
M. de Lowendahl marched to O/ftend, while 
the king's army remained at Dendermonde. Not- 
withſtanding that place was ſo difficult of acceſs, 
he conducted the ſiege of it with ſo much judg- 
ment and ſpirit, that the garriſon, which was 
four thouſand ſtrong, and received continual 
ſupplies from ſea, found itſelf reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of capitulating the 23d of Auguſt, fix days 
after the trenches had been opened. 
Immediately after M. de Lowendahl ſent five 
hundred foot, and = dragoons, to poſt them- 
” | * ſelves 
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ſelves near Vienport: he marched with the reſt 
of his troops the 28th; on the 2oth he inveſted 
Nieuport, and opened the trenches the 3oth of 
September in the night: the works were puſhed 
on ſo vigorouſly, that the commander cauſed a 
parley to be beaten the 5th of Oclober in the 
morning. He and his garriſon were obliged to 
furrender priſoners of war, the terms of his ca- 
pitulation being rejected. = 

The king and dauphin returned to Paris, 
where as well as on the road thither, were 
all manner of congratulations and rejoicings. 

But count Saxe, who had reſolved within himſelf 
to conclude the campaign with the taking of 
Aeth, named count Clermont Gallerande to direct 
the ſiege. In the night between the ſecond and 
third of October, the trenches were opened be- 
fore it; and on the eighth the governor demand- 
ing to capitulate, the honours of war were grant- 
ed to him. „ 8 

By this laſt conqueſt the French king's troops 
were ſure of plentiful and peaceable winter-quar- 
ters. The duke of Cumberland having diſtri- 
duted his army, enibarked for England, where 
his preſence was much wanted on account of 
the young pretender being then in Great Br:- 
tain, at the head of ſome rebel Highlanders 
who had taken up arms in his behalf, 

But count Saxe, who meditated a winter expe- 
dition of the greafeſt importance, did not quit 
his quarters, and ordered his troops to make ſuch 
a diverſity of movements, that the generals - 
5 & the 
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the army of the allies could never unravel what 

he would be at, and his not leaving the army 

ſill encreaſed their ſolicitude; but his having 

permitted moſt of the officers to retire, and retain- 
ing but thoſe few about him whom he thought 
the propereſt to execute his meditated ſcheme, 

they began to deſiſt from their ſuſpecting any 

mighty project. | „„ 


The ſiege of BRUSSELS. | 


In order to lull them the more in a falſe ſecu- 
rity, he ordered his having returned to her <a 
to be induſtriouſly rumoured, and to reach the 
enemy in ſuch a manner, as ſhould convince them 
of the certainty of it ; which done, on the 28th 
of Fanuary 1746, he ſent orders to his troops to 
march from their quarters to the river Senne, and 
to the canal of /ikvorden, above and below Bruſſels. 
That day, accordingly they cantoned in the vil- 
lages and boroughs next to the Dender; and they 
continued their march from thence the next day, 
in order to go and take poſſeſſion of their deſtin- 
ed poſts. "Theſe movements were fo well exe- - 
cuted, that the city of Bruſſels was inveſted on 
all ſides on the 30th. Ae 

Count Saxe thought of every method to ſecure 
the ſoldiers from the ſeverity of the weather, as 
alſo how to tranſport the artillery in that bad 
ſeaſon of the year, which being arrived in the 
night between the ſeventh and eighth of Febru- 
ary, the trenches were opened by count Logn: 

F 4 Mantmorency, 
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Montmorency, with ten battalions, ten companies 
of grenadiers, four hundred dragoons, and fix- 
teen hundred pioneers. The troops entered the 
trenches at midnight. The pioneers could not 
finiſh the parallel it froze ſo very hard. 


Marquis 4e Beaufremont relieved the trenches 


next day: the beſiegers plied their ſmall arms 
very briskly during the night. Count de /a Suze 
relieved the marquis; they three mounted alter- 
nately till the night between the 16th and 17th; 
then Mr. de Herouwille relieved them, as did Mr. 
de Guerchi, from the 17th to the 18th, and the 
duke de Chevreux from the 18th to the 19th, 
and M. de Remicourt from the 19th to the 20th. 

Count Saxe, who had ordered tbe place to be 
battered in breach for ſome days, ſchemed an 


attempt on the horn-work with ten grenadi- 


ers and a ſerjeant; the orders given to the latter 
were, to mount each breach with his men, and 


there to remain, while unmoleſted by the enemy. 


This operation was entruſted to the care of 
monſieur de Breze, and at four o'clock in the af- 
ternoon of the 20th of February it was put in ex- 
ecui ion. | | 
'The ten grenadiers went to every breach of 
the demi-baſtions of the horn-work, followed by 
pioneers who fixed themſelves on the center of 
the breaches ; which when the beſteged had 
perceived, they advanced to repel them ; but in- 


ſtead of retreating as they had been ordered, they 


jumped into the demi baſtion, ſhouting vive le 
Roi, may the king live. Four companies of gre- 
nadiers who were in the ditch, mounted on the 

| ; breaches 
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breaches directly, entered the demi-baſtion; and 
as far as the covered- way of the place purſued. 
To ˙ ol 

The. pioneers who had already begun to make 
lodgments, followed them. But the enemy com- 
ing in great numbers repulſed thoſe on the right 
and left, who retired by the breach into trenches 
in 2 order, and without any great loſs. The 
beſieged deeming this to be the prelude to a ge- 


neral aſſault, hung on the breach the white flag, 


demanding a capitulation, which was drawn up 


and 52 the ſame day by marſhal Saxe, and 


count Aaunitz, by which the garriſon became 
priſoners of war. 5 

Bruſſels, the capital of Brabant, is one of the 
moſt ſuperb as well as the richeſt city of the 
Netherlands. Its ſituation is delightful, en 
partly on a plain, and partly on a riſing- ground. 


A report prevails there that the prince's palace 


was built by Cæſar. The grand ſquare, as well 
as the publi 
city the governors of the Auſtrian Netherlands 
commonly reſide. It contains a reſpectable body 
of nobles. | 
The walls of Bruſſels are flanked with 174 
towers. The fortifications are ſtrong. In 1695 
marſhal de Villars bombarded it. In 1706 the 
French abandoned it. In 1708 the elector of 
Bavaria inveſted it, but was obliged to raiſe the 
ſiege with precipitation, by his terror the victori- 
ous duke of Marlborough, who was with reaſon 


{tiled the ſcourge of France. 
F 5 All 


c edifices, are magnificent. In this 
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All the field- artillery of the Dutch was found 


by the French in Bruſſels; a conſiderable number 


of cannon, and mortars of all ſizes, four months 
proviſion for their army, with a proportion of all 


neceſſary ammunitions. Never was expedition 


of a bolder nature, nor better executed than 
this; that 22,000 men ſhould take a place well 
provided in every. ſenſe, and having 12,000 men 
in garrifon (reader, obſerve there was no Englijh 
among them) intrenched, and partly theltered 
from the' inclemency of the weather. | 
Marſhal Saxe had ſettled the plan of his oper- 
ations ſo well, that none of them failed. M. 4: 
Contades, with hve battalions and ten ſquadrons, 
was poſted in the ſuburbs of Laten. Mr. D' Ar- 
mentiers, with eight battalions and as meny ſqua- 
-drons, in that of Flanders, The marquis 4d: 
Beaufremont, with four battalions and eighteen 
ſquadrons, in that of Anderlecht. M. de Clermont 
Gall:rande with twelve battalions and twenty 


tive fquadrons, in that of Namur. And meffieurs 


de Breze and de la Suze, with twelve battalions 
and twenty five ſquadrons, in that of Scarebeck. 
Mr. de Logni Meont:i:orency, with tenſquadrons, 
was paſted at Tervurin; at the gates of Sas, of 
the three fountains, four hundred fuzileers ; and 
on the cauſe-way of Loudain thirty diſmounted 
dragoons. Beſides the regiment of Graſſin and 
Beauſcbre were near Vilvorde. M. de Relingut, 
with five battalions and fixteen ſquadrons. under 
his command, was poſted at Genap, from whence 
he moved to take poſſeſſion of Nele. * 
ng 
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The king's regiment, which on the roth 
of February came up before Bruſſels, was alſo 
employed at the ſiege. In this expedition the 
French had 908 men killed or wounded ; the be- 
ſieged never dared to attempt one ſally, their fire 
indeed was brisk and continual, but availed not 
in the end. | 

As ſoon as the allied troops had evacuated 
Bruſſels, marſhal Saxe cauſed gratifications to be 
diſtributed amongſt his ſoldiers; and then alloted 
them good quarters, where they might ſoon re- 
cover from, and forget the fatigues of the late 
ſiege. His next care was to make proper diſpo- 
ſitions for the ſecurity of this city. From Bruſſels 
he went to Ghent; and having viſited all the 
poſts of the army, he ſet out for Paris, to take 
meaſures with the king and miniſtry, about the 
operations of the enſuing campaign. | 

'The king received him with the moſt diſtin- 
guifhing marks of favour and kindneſs, The 
inhabitants of Paris let flip no occaſion to ex- 
preſs their grateful ſenſe of the nation's obligati- 
ons to his valour and conduct, The moment 


he was diſcovered at any of the theaters, the 


picce was interrupted to pay homage, and give 
plaudits to him. 15 

The firſt time of his appearing at the opera, 
after the taking of Bruſſels, they were to repre- 
ſent a piece, of which the prologue appeared to 
the actreis, who was to perform the part of vic- 
tory, ſo very applicable to marſhal de Saxe, that 
the preſented him with her own laurel. This to 
pleaſed. the ſpectators, that reiterated. clays. of 


F 6. approbation. 
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approbation followed, Marſhal Saxe is ſaid to 
have declared fince, that he never felt ſo much 
confuſion on any occaſion, not even the moſt 
perilous, as then; he ſent the actreſs next morn- 
ing a preſent of a pair of ear-rings, to the value 
of five hundred guineas; ſo this was a . er for 


the actreſs, it procured her the applauſe of the 


public, and enriched her toilet. All French 
parnaſſus run riot in praiſing marſhal Saxe's ex- 
ploits, and in their verſes annihilated all other 
powers. z | 

The king, as a new proof of his royal bene- 
volence, gave him letters of naturalization in a 
very diſtinguiſhing manner. M. de Lowendahl, 
who hadrepaired to marſhal Saxeduring the ſiege, 
was made governor of Bruſſels; nor could that 
government have been given into better hands, in 
order to provide for its ſecurity, for he made it 
his buſineſs to have the breaches repaired, and 
to ſtrengthen the old, with new fortifications. 

Having aſſiſted at ſeveral councils during his 
ſtay at court, marſhal Saxe returned to Ghent 
the 22d of April; and t& Bruſſels on the firſt of 


May. On his arrival he viewed and approved of 


all the diſpoſitions made by M. de Lowendahl. 
He went with him next day to view the camp 
intended for the army, which was marked out 
the third; and all the troops ordered to aſſemble 


near Bruſſels, arrived there in five columns the 


ſame day. | | 
The firſt came from Maubege, under the 
command of M. de Clermont Gallerande, the ſe- 
cond came from Conde and the adjacent parts, _ 
= Jer 
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der meſſieurs Graville and D' Armentieres, The 
third came from Tournay, under the command of 
M. de Bree. The fourth, conducted by M. de 
Contades, came from Oudenarde. And the fifth 
came from Ghent and Dender monde, under the 
command of M. de Herouville. | 
E 'The camp had been ſcarce formed when the 
king arrived at Bruſſels, accompanied by mar- 
- Ji ſhal Saxe, and followed by his court; he made 
r his public entry there on the fourth of May 1746. 
The magiſtracy in a body received and compli- 
- | mented him without the gate of Flanders. He 
i was preſented with the keys thereof, by M. 4 
4 Lowendabhl as governor of that city, * acting 
„ then as governor of Brabant. The king preceded 
t by that general, was conducted to the hotel D' Eg> 
2 | mort, under a triple diſcharge of all the artillery, 
it the people ſhouting from every quarter, Long 
d live the king.“ 

His majeſty went next day to viſit the fortifi- 
is cations, and a part of the camp. On the ſixth 
it M. de Lowendahl with twenty four companies of 
of grenadiers, and fifteen picquets, was detached to 
of diſlodge the Auſtrians from Louvain; who retired 
IJ. with precipitation at his approach, leaving part 
p Jof their baggage in that city. | 
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at That general went afterwards to reconnoitre I 
le the poſition of the enemy, and the camp of 4 
1e Parc, which the French troops were to ocupy; 4 

after which he returned to Bruſſels, and report- 9 
ne ed the ſituation of the allied army to marſhal * 
e- Saxe; and then went to inform the king, who 2 
n- | | made BY 
er | '% 
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made a general review of his army the ſame 
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"The king marched the 11th, at the head of 
his army, in ſix columns. The allies, on infor- 
mation of the approach of the French, evacuated 
Malines, (we call it Mechlin) which prince Sou- 
bize took poſſeſſion of with three brigades of in- 
fantry, to wit, Auvergne, Piedmont, and the 
king's. At the ſame time ſeveral other poſts 
were taken, and on the 19th his. majeſty receiv- 
ed intelligence, that the allied army had aban- 
doned Autwerp, having left therein a garriſon of 
{ixteen hundred men. 


The ſiege of ANTWERP. 


M. de Breze, at the head of a large detach- 
ment, was ordered to take a poſt near that city, 
and reconnoitre the citadel. On the 21ſt it was 
inveſted. The ſiege was commanded by count 
Clermont. Marſhal Saxe and count D' Argenſon 
went with the prince to ſee the part of the cita- 
del propereſt to attack. In the nights between 
the 25th and 26th, the trenches were opened, 
and on the 31ſt the place ſurrendered. In con- 
ſideration of ſome forts which were delivered at 
the ſame time, the honours of war were granted 
to the garriſon. | 
On the fourth of the next month (June) the 


King made his entry into the city of Antwerp, 


and aſſiſted at the Te Deum ſung in the cathe- 
dra]. The following day, accompanied by mar- 
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ſhal de Saxe, the princes of the blood, and all 


the general officers, he viſited the works of the 


citadel, and gave orders for their being repair- 
ed; he then ſet out, and arrived the 14th at 
8 + 


The fieze of Mos. 


It had been reſolved in a council of war held 
before the king while in Antwerp, that the oper- 
ations ſhould be continued by beſieging Mons. 
Marſhal Saxe, in conſequence of this reſolution, 
after he had forced the allies from the baſon of 
Antwerp, obliging them to retreat to Breda, 
gave orders for inveſting that place to M. 


D'Eftrees ; the ſiege was under the direction of 


prince Conti. 
In the night between the 24th and 25th, the 


trenches were opened under the command of 


meſſieurs de la Fare and Boufflers, who each led 
on an attacx. At three o'clock in the morning 
on the 1oth of next month (July) the beſieged 
beat a parley, and purſuant to the capitulation the 
garriſon ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war, 
and conſiſted of twelve battalions. 

In as much as the fort of St. Guilain was not 
compriſed in the capitulation of Mans, it was. 
beſieged in form, and on the 23d obliged to ſur- 


render. The garriſon, conſiſting of 500 men, 


was ſent to Valenciennes, there to be detained till 


exchanged. The allies, who had hitherto ſhun- 


ceived 


ned any renconter with the French, having re- 
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ceived the expected reinforcements, began ts Ito c. 
move. | | 
Marſhal Saxe, whoſe vigilance never loſt 
ſight of them, took every precaution to make 
the king's conqueſts ſure, and be able to add to 
them. Accompanied by M. de Lowendahl, he 
viſited the adjacent parts of Hougarde upon the 
river Gethe ; they had with them a body of ca- 
valry and infantry, which came with M. de 
Lowendahl, When theſe two generals had re- 
viewed all the ground as far as Judoigne along 
the river, they returned to their camp. The 
former to Park near Louvain, the latter to Mel- 
dert not far from Tirlemont. 

It was in this laſt place that the troops of M. 
de Lowendahl were joined by the armies of count 
Clermont and marſhal Saxe. Advice being eome 
that the allies had decamped from Tongers to 
advance towards Warren, marſhal Saxe with all 
his forces left Tirlemont, in order to march to 
Gemblours, that he might be near at hand to 
obſerve the enemy's movements ; but at the 
| ſame time ſent off to Bruſſels all the heavy bag- 


gage, 


The ſiege of CHARLEROV. 


The trenches were opened before Charler:y, 
under the direction of prince Conti, in the night 
between the 28th and 29th of July: the works Iss ca; 
were ſo briskly carried on, that on the ſecond of 
the next month (Auguſi) the governor demanded 

| | | t0 
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to capitulate, and the garriſon ſurrendered pri- 
ſoners of war. Prince Conti diſpatched the mar- 
quis de Stainuille colonel of the regiment of 
Navarre infantry, with the news to the king; 
and ſome days after the marquis de Meaupou fon 
of the firſt preſident of the parliament of Paris, 
olonel of the regiment of Bigorre, carried the 
colours to his majeſty : they were both made 
brigadiers. | 

On the 18th of July the French army made a 
ew motion with its left wing, ſeizing on ſeveral 
mportant poſts on the Gethe, and extending 
hemſelves along the Mehaigne, which was to 
heir front. The right was encamped at Otte- 
ont; and atGrand Roſier were the general quar- 
ers. At the ſame time marſhal Saxe detached 

de Lowendahl towards Male, with a body of 
20,000, which is within two leagues of Huh, 

order to prevent the allies from poſting them-. 
ves there. 

Marſhal Saxe's deſign was to cut off theircom- 
nunication with Maeſtricht, and compel them 
that means to repaſs the {aeze. M. de 
nwendahl executed his orders with ſo much 
uickneſs and dexterity, that he made himſelf 
alter of the town of Huy on the 21ſt; and there 
8 magazines of proviſions and forage were 
und. 

Marſhal Saxe having foreſeen that the corps of 
urty thouſand men leitby the allies over againſt 
s camp to obſerve him, while the main body 
his army marched towards Huy, would at- 
mpt to diſturb him in his march, and 
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his rear, commiſſioned M. de Loꝛuendabl to op- 
poſe whatever attempts ſhould be made. 
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In compliance with the orders of marſhal 
Saxe, M. de Lowendahl left his camp, and 
marched in two columns beyond Perwzs, on 
the right flank of the grand army, where he 
made all requiſite diſpoſitions ſuitable to the ge- 
nius of the troops he had to deal with, and to the 
nature of the ground. | 

But as the allies were at liberty to march by 
the plain in the rear of the French army at the 
time of its removal from the wood of Gauiay; 
and as the troops which they cauſed to march 
along the rivulet of Perwiz, menaced the leit 
wing of the French army, and that the intrench- 
ed poſts upon the Mehaigne gave them an oppor- 
tunity of making advantagious ſallies on marſhal 
Saxe's army, M. de Lowendahl, to remedy thele 
three inconveniencies, formed a line of cavalr 
on his right wing, ſupported by a line of infantr; 
and his left being obliged to paſs along the rivule 
of Perwis, whoſe edges were filled with the al 
lies, he ſupported the infantry by the cavalry! 
a ſecond line. 

The ſkirts of theſe two columns marching on: 
level, were ſecured by twelve companies « 
grenadiers, and four hundred horſe, who mad 
a front towards the intermediate ſpace. Fi 


hundred volunteers, and the regiment of Graf 
compoſed the rear. The whole conſiſted of thre 
thouſand horſe and eighteen battalions. 

© Theallied army opened from the village © 
Asche, and ſoon appeared upon the borders oft 
Ads | 3 8 wol 
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p- | wood of Gaulay with their artillery, the Hungari- 
an infantry, and huſſars. Their infantry took to 
hal the left, and their cavalry preſented themſelves 
and not only againſt the rear, but likewiſe extended 
on upon the flanks of M. de LoawendahPs body, and 
he their number then appeared to be more than ten 
ge· ¶ thouſand. ä e 
the They purſued the French till ſeven at night; 
then they came up with the grand army. They 
by made ſeveral attempts, under the inſpection of 
the prince Charles who commanded them, but could 
lay; effect none either to diſturb the order the French 
arch ſet out in, or to impede their march. | 
lei The attacks they made were ſuſtained by 
ich- fome Graſſins, the volunteers and ſome piquets 
of infantry ; which had been placed before the 
columns to drive back the huſſars: the fire from 
their cannon diſpoſed in different parts cauſed 
more diforder amongſt the French troops than 
their ſmall arms. In M. de Lowendabl's diviſion 
there were only 120 common men, with eight 
officers killed or wounded, The enemy's loſs 
amounted to more. 5 | 
On account of the great ſcarcity of proviſions 
in the army of the allies, cloſed in on all ſides on 
the 28th of agus prince Charles made it paſs 
aß the Maeze on ſeveral bridges below Namur, 
W which he had ordered to be built there. Marſhal 
Lore, as he got intelligence thereof, made his 
army move to draw near that city. Orders had 
been piven to the body of troops under M. 
d E/tree's command, to paſs the Mazze on the 
29th, and to join M. de Lowendabl. = 
Marſhal 


— 
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Marſhal Saxe arrived at Huy the next day, 
(the 3oth) and viſited the poſts along the Hioule 
occupied by meſſieurs de Lowendahl, and M. 
d'Eſirees ; then returned to the main corps of his 
army, and ordered a new bridge to be thrown 
over the /Aaeze near the caſtle of Neuwille be- 
low Huy, in order to facilitate the paſſage of a 
reinforcement to M. de Lowendahl, if it thould 
appear neceſſary to ſend one. | 


The ſiege of Namur. 


In a grand council held the ſecond of Sep- 
tember, it was reſolved to beſiege Namur, and 
on that occaſion to employ ſixty one battalions, 
and forty ſeven ſquadrons. Count Clermont juſt 
recovered from adangerous fit of ſickneſs was ap- 
pointed to command, It was alſo reſolved in 
{aid council, that marſhal Saxe ſhould march 
with the reſt of the army to obſerye that of the 
allies retiring twards Magſtricht. 

Purſuant to theſe reſolutions, on the 6th of 
September the city of Namur was inveſted, and 
no ſuccour either of men or proviſions could be 
carried thither, the avenues being ſhut upon all 
ſides. Count Clermont had eight lieutenant-ge- 
nerals, and twenty camp-marſhals under him. 
Among the former was M. de Lowendabl, at that 
prince's (Clermont's) particular requeſt, 


All neceſſary difpolitions being made, and 


the artillery come up in the night between the 
12th and 13th of September, the trenches were 
_ | opened 
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opened before Namur. The troops made their 
approaches with ſo much vigour, and the artil- 
lery was fo well plied, that the commander had 
the white flag hung out the 19th at noon ; and 
obtained time to retire with his garriſon to the 


caſtles. The chief merit of this diſpatch was at- 


tributed to M. de Lowendahl. From the 19th 
to the 24th, there had been a ceſſation on both 
ſides ; but on the 24th hoſtilities commenced by 
a cannon ſhot from the caſtles. The beſiegers 


replied to this gun by a diſcharge from five bat- 


teries, on the left banks of the Maeze, and on 
the fortifications of the town, on the ſame ſide. 


In the night between the 24th and 25th, the 


trenches were opened; and the commander with 


bis garriſon ſurrendered the oth. It was ſtipu- 
lated in the capitulation, that the troops, conſiſt- 


ing of thirreen, battalions and two ſquadrons, 
thould be made priſoners of war, and conducted 
to Mons. Afﬀter the taking of the caſtles of 
Namur, count Clermont detached a part of his 
army to go and join marſhal Saxe s. The mar- 
ſhal having received advice that the Auſtrians 
were making motions in their camp, did the 
fame in his. | 


Prince Charles, in order to paſs the river Jard 
with his army, went from Helderen the 3d of 


OUftober;ſome ſkirmiſhes happened on the change 


of quarters. It had been long marſhal Saxe's 


intention to force the allies to repaſs the Maeze, 


he therefore, as ſoon. as apprized of princeCharles's 


movements, reſolved to go and attack him ; 
wherefore he made the army march the 10th, 
8 2 | without 
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without baggage ; and having paſſed the Fard, 
he encamped between two cauſe-ways (which 
led to Liege,) the ſame day. His right leaned 
on the cauſe-way leading to Liege from S.. 
Tron; Schendermale, a village, was in the center 
of the line, of which the left extended beyond 
the cauſe-way running from Tongres to Liege. 
A body of reſerve encamped behind the vil- 
lage of Houte, as a third line; another body of 
reſerve encamped, as a fourth line, under the com- 
mand of M. de Contades. The detached troops, 
under the commands of count 4 Eſtrees and 
prince Clermont, were poſted on the cauſe- way 
leading from St. Tron to Liege, at ſome diſtance 
before the army. The marquis of Clermont 
Gallerande, with the troops under his command, 
and count Montaigne, were placed on the left. 


The battle of Rocovx. 


} Marſhal Saxe employed the entire day in view- 
ing the poſition of the allies, poſſeſſed of riſing- 
grounds, having their left wing at Ance and in 
the ſuburbs of Valburge, and their right extending 
beyond the fee- farm of Enicł, which lay before 
them. The marſhal regulated his diſpoſitions 
according to their ſituation, and having given 
his orders to the general officers appointed to 
command the ſeveral attacks on the villages the 
allies were poſſeſſed of, he omitted no precau- 
tion to ſecure a ſucceſsful event. 

On the eleventh at break of day the general 


was beat: and the entire army, in about two 


hours after, was in motion, marching in ten 
parallel columns as far as the village Lontain, 
| parallel 


ain, 


allel 
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which was the aſſigned point of rendezvous to 
each column. As ſoon as the army was aſſem- 
bledat the place from which they were to move 
towards the enemy, the cavalry on each wing 
drew up in order of battle; and the infantry charg- 
ed with the attacks remained in a column by 
battalions. | 5 

The army of the allies having made their diſ- 
poſitions at the ſame time, moved about five 
hundred paces from the front of their camp, ſtill 
preſerving the ſeveral poſts which they had upon 
the heights. The cannon placed on the right 
of the French army, began to fire at noon, and 
continued till two. Then prince Clermont and 
d Eſirees marched with the brigades of Cham- 
paigne, Picardy, Bourbon, Fienne, Segur and 
Monaco to the ſuburbs of St. Valburge, and to the 
village of Ance ; from which place they drove 
the enemy atthe firſt attack, wholoſt there many 
officers and ſoldiers. 

M. de Maubourg, who was to head the ſe- 
cond attack, againſt Varoux a village, marched 
with the ride. x of Vaiſſeaux, Orleans, Rovergue 
and Beauvoiſis; and advancing againſt the hedge 
behind which the enemy had entrenched them- 
ſelves, carried it, notwithſtanding the vigor- 
ous reſiſtance they met there. The allies having 
made a brave defence, loſt conſiderably. M. de 
Maubourg's horſe was killed under him. 

The attack of the village of Roucoux (from 


which the battle has its name) was the lot of M. 


de Herouville, who with the brigades of Auvergne, 


Navarre, Montmorin and Royal, began it _— 
| | three 
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three o'clock ; the prodigious fire of the allied 
army's artillery from that village, diſordered the 
French troops on their march; but being ſoon 
rallied, they with the greateſt intrepidity attack. 
ed the village, and carried it, but not till they 
had killed or made priſoners moſt of its gallant 
defenders. 1 

M. de Clermont Gallerande, who was between 
the villages of Liers and Rocorx, joined during 
the attack, the corps under him, to that under 
M. de Herouville's command. Marſhal Saxe, at- 
tentive to each tranſaction, commanded fix 
battalions to advance, and compel the enemy to 
retire from their two redoubts upon the heights; 
but upon information that they had been already 
abandoned, the ſix battalions were counter- 
manded. — 

The French artillery kept a conſtant fire dur- 
ing this action, which occaſioned great confuli- 
on among the Dutch cavalry; their precipitate 
flight threw the reſt of the allied army into ſuch 
diſorder, that, having left behind them the great- 
er part of their artillery, their only attention was 
to retreat by the back parts of the village of Lers. 
They were driven from all their poſts about five 
o'clock in the evening. Marſhal Saxecommand- 
ed his cavalry to go in purſuit of them, but night 
coming on, joined to the impediments of two 
hollow ways, prevented their overtaking them; 
but they cannonaded them in their retreat. 


The loſs ef the allies in this battle amounted | 


to 12,000 ſlain and 3000 made priſoners, beſides 


thoſe who periſhed in the retreat, in which great 
— mumbers 
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numbers were cut off, by the vigilance of M. 
Eherees, who had cauſed light troops toadvance 


towards their bridges. They loft likewiſe fixty 
four pieces of cannon, beſides thoſe which they 
threw into the river, one ſtandard, and ii 
pair of colours. The loſs of the French did tot 
exceed one thouſand flain, and two thouſand 
wounded, few dangerouſly. It is generally 
thought that if there had been two hours mote 
of day-light, the army of the allies would have 
been totally deſtroyed. This is, of all the battles 
gained by marſhal Saxe, the one in which he 
diſplayed the moſt conſummate generalſhip, and 
that he valued himſelf moſt for, as he has ſince 
confeſſed, - calling it the battle 'fought according 
to his mind, and agreeable to his favourite prin 
ciples of war. 

It was obſerved, on the day after this Famous | 
battle; that the allies had repaſſed the Mae. 
Marſhal Saxe marched to Liege before he ſepa- 
rated his army, having left dealer de a 
with ſix thouſand men on the field of battle, t6 
ſecure a paſſage for the wounded. He ordered his 
troops afterwards to return to their old amp at᷑ 
Torgres ; from whence they departed the 22d eff 
October, to go into the winter-quarters aſſigned 
to them, where they were ſo diſtributed that 
ay could be aſſembled together in twenty four 

ours. 

M. 4 Lan was appointed to can 
at Namur during the winter. Count Boutteville 


remained at Bruſſels, and M. de Clermont Galle- 


rande at 3 — Saxe * * | 
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all neceſſary diſpoſitions for the ſecurity of the 
poſts which he had cauſed to be occupied, and 
provided all the magazines with ſufficient ſtore 
of forage, and other proviſions, went to 
Bruſſels, where he had not intended to ſojourn 
long; but having learned there that prince Charl: 
long; b ing prince Charles 
had not as yet put his troops into winter- quarters, 
and was ſtill at Maęſtricht, the marſhal would 
not ſtir from Bruſſels, till he ſaw there was no 
room to apprehend any thing from the prince. 
At length the allies, tired of keeping the field, 
and deſpairing of their being able to execute any 
thing, reſolved to go into winter- quarters; up- 
on notice of which, marſhal Saxe ſet out from 
Bruſſels for Fountainbleau, where he arrived the 
14th of November. Their majeſties gave him a 
moſt gracious reception. Having made his re- 
port to the king of the diſpoſitions he had made 
in Flanders, his majeſty directed a brevet to be 
given to him, which he had ordered to be made 
out from the firſt of the ſame month (November) 
In his behalf. By this brevet he made him a 
preſent of ſix pieces of cannon, whereof the 
bores. were for three pound balls; an honour 
never granted but to molt extraordinary merit, 
and to perſons whom the prince has the greateſt 
dependence on, | 
The dauphin's marriage with a princeſs of 
Poland, daughter of the king thereof, and con- 
ſequently M. Saxe's niece, encreaſed the num- 
ber of thoſe who paid their court to him; and the 


favour on the occaſion, appointed him marſhal 
general 


French king, to give him a new mark of his royal þ 
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general of his camps and armies in the beginning 
of the year 1747. All the court paid him their 
compliments on this occaſion, which however 
excited great envy in certain perſons, whoſe 
prudence made them conceal it, and reſt ſatis- 
hed in private murmuring, againſt what they 
maliciouſly called the king's partial preference 
to a ſtranger ; who, on his ſide , received ever 
body with the ſame politeneſs as uſual ; and far 
from'appearing in the leaſt elated with his new 
dignity, ſeemed rather more affable and complai- 
ſant; the true criterion of great ſouls in eleva- 
tion. | Ih IE 3 4 
Though nothing was ſpoke of at court but 
diverſions, . marſhal Saxe's. attention was elſe- 
where, and employed concerning the ſituation 
of the troops which he had left in Flanders. As 
he was getting ready to repair thither, it was 
inſinuated to him from the king, that his pre- 
ſence for ſome time longer at Ferſailles, would 
be looked upon as a compliment to the new 
dauphineſs; and no leſs a motive could make 
him delay: however, he ſent M. de Lowendahl 
to the army, on whom he depended entirely. 
The great revelling at Verſailles, on account 
of the dauphin's marriage, did not hinder fre- 
quent councils of war being held. The confe- 
rences at Breda, calculated by the allies to gain 
time, came to nothing, the French court having 
ſeen through their fineſſe: therefore M. de. Low- 


| endahl cauted all the towns and places in Flan- 


ders to be fortified, which had appeared to him 
to be the moſt expoſed to the attacks of the ene- 
Ee i my, 
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my. Marſhal Saxe arrived at Brulſels about 
the end of March, and gave orders for the ar- 
my's being in readineſs to act the next month. 
The allies were greatly embarraſſed by the ſeve- 
ral motions the general made, and found them- 
{elves under a neceſſity of imitating them. 

The duke of Cumberland, returned from 
ſuppreſſing the rebellion beaded by Edward 
Stuart in England, had paſſed a — of the 
winter at the Hague, where he ſecretly nego- 
tiated the prince of Orange's (married to his 
ſiſter) being made ſtadtholder, and ſucceeded; 
whereon, the fourth of May following, that 
prince was declared ftadtholder, admiral, and 
captain-general of the United Provinces ; nay, 
farther, the ſtadtholderſhip, was rendered here- 
ditary-in his family, and even in the female line, 
in default of male-iflue. This event appeared 
as a complete triumph to the partizans of the 
houſe of Orange; and the allies flattered them- 
ſelves with the hopes of great advantages to ac- 
crue from it, becauſe they fancied it would diſ- 
concert the ſchemes of the French court. 

The intention of the States General to elect 
a ſtadtholder, had no ſooner tranſpired to the 
court of 3 than it reſolved to act di- 
rectly againſt the Dutch. Orders were diſpatch- 
ed tothe French general, to make their troops 
march from their winter quarters towards Dutch 
Flanders: conformable to theſe orders, marſhal 
Saxe had detached M. de Contades to begin the 


of 


operations, by taking the forts of the Pearl, and 
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of Liefkenſhoech ; he had cantoned the — in 


order to ſpare them. 

The 2othvof April raucſha gar, left By ſſls 
to go and view the cantonments, and the diſpo- 
ſitions with which he had charged M. de Conta- 
des, who, on the 24th of the ſame month, 
made himſelf maſter of the two place. 

M. de Lowendahl had likewiſe been detached 
to go to Ecluſe; where he was ſearte arrived, 
when he forced the redoubts, by which the ave- 
nues to it were defended. He compelled the 
place to capitulate, and two days after reduced 
{{endich. He marched from thence to Sas de 
Gand, which he attacked fo vigorouſly, that in the 


| nightbetween the 3oth of April and firſt of May, 


he made himſelf maſter of it, after five days ſiege: 
while hewas beſieging Philippine, he received or- 
ders to go to Antwerp, which the allies ſeemed 
to threaten. - Upon this ſummons, he left to 
M. de Montmorin the conducting of the ſiege of 
that little fortreſs, who, after he had taken it, 
marched aT to Ps wege M. de. Conta- 
des joined him. 

All imaginable means were employed by the 
allies to prevent the loſs of H; who, for 
that end, detached nine battalions'to defend the 
poſt of Shdeberg ; a place of very great conſe- 
quence for the ſecurity of Hul/?. On the ninth 
of May, the duke of Cumberland went thither 
in perſon ; but all his efforts were fruſtrated: 
for rial Saxe, who knew full well the im- 
portance of this poſt, repaired to the rroops 
A the ſiege of Halt, in order to haſten 

3 its 


its reduction, which contributed to the taking 


of Axel. The garriſons of theſe ſeveral places, 


amounted to five thouſand men, and were con- 
ducted into France priſoners of war. TIES 
* The allies were aſtoniſned at the rapidity of 
= theſe conqueſts, and, on the firſt of May, their 
b army made a motion, which ſeemed to threaten 
Antwerp : but M. de Lowendahl, who had been 
{ent by marſhal Saxe thither, having arrived on 
the fifth, cauſed the proper repairs to be made, 


in order to put the place in a poſture of de- 


fence. He ordered ſeveral redoubts to be built 
before the glacis, and provided the town with 
all forts of ammunition; and, to prevent a 
great and unneceſſary conſumption, ſent away 


all the horſes belonging to the officers of the 


_ garriſon, his own firſt, by way of example. 
On the 29th of the ſame month the king 
left Yerſazlles, and on the 31ſt arrived at Bru/- 
 fels; at about a league diſtant from it, he was 
met by marſhals Saxe and Noailles. All the in- 


fantry quitted their cantonments on the king's 


arrival, and were ſo poſted, that upon the firſt 
order, they could join, and march wherever any 
emergency ſhould call them. | 
On their fide, the allies made ſeveral motions 
on which the French regulated themſelves. Al- 


though the poſition of the allies made it preſum- 


able that they had no intention ef beſieging 
Antwerp, yet marſhal Saxe thought 7 mat 
to ſend M. de Lowendahl back to Antwerp, 


who had juſt come from thence in order to give 


the king an account of his operations in Dutch 
| Flan- 
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Flanders. He remained there till the 26th, and 
then marched from it to Mechlin, with ſix bat- 
talions and two regiments of dragoons, having 
received orders for ſo doing from marſhal Saxe, 
who had been informed that the allies intended 
to remove their camp. „ 
On the 29th, prince Soubiſe (camp maſter 
for that day) was appointed to command a ge- 
neral forage, which, as well as the preceding 
one, was executed very peaceably. On the 
30th the allies made a motion, which obliged 
the marſhal to make one. - | 
The king ſet out the fame day from Tirlemont 
for St. Tron; but on his way thither, having re- 
ceived advice that the artillery had not as yet 
paſſed the bridge of the great Gethe, he ſtopped 
at Ootſinael, and the troops 1 him 
ſtopped at Brvouae, The houſe in which the 
king was lodged, happening to take fire during 
the night, he rode off to Tongres, (where mar- 
ſhal Saxe was) at four in the morning. Soon 
after his arrival there, he viſited the field of 
battle the marſhal had marked out, in order to 
fight the enemy, whoſe right wing ſtretching 
along the heights, extended to the comman- 
3 


their left poſſeſſing the villages which lay 


de 
babes it, pointed towards Magſtricht: they had 


planted ſeveral batteries of cannon, and were 
moreover intrenched in thoſe villages. | 
The king went upon the riſing grounds of the 
village of Hetdezen, to examine the diſpoſition 
of his army, which was ranged in two lines of 
infantry and cavalry. Its left fronted towards 
G 4 | the 
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thercommandery, where his royal highneſs the 
duke of Cumberland's quarters were. Its right 
extended beyond the village of Rymps, and the 
white — having the village before it. 
Ihe army of the allies attempted, about ſeven 
in the evening, to take poſſeſſion of this village, 
Hieb was covered by two brigades of infantry, 
with thirty pieces of cannon, for near an hour, 
but, — All the troops held them- 
ſelyes in order of battle during the night, and the 
Hing had but a very e lodging ir in a FRO 


farm ee 


The Barr of enz r | 


be Kong having heard maſs at four in the 


mar ing on the ſecond of June, he repaired to 
the field of battle, and his troops began to move, 
to attack the allied army. Count Clermont, 
with the troops under his command, marched 
towards the village of Lawfelat, defended by 
ſome. Dutch regi ments, with the Hanoverians, 
Heſſians, and Engliſh, while count D' Eſirets 
marched by the left flank of the allies, 
Natuithſtanding the terrible fire of the ene- 
my, the ſeveral columns under count Glermont 
marched up in good order; at ten in the morn- 
ing they began to attack the village, and drove 
the enemy out of it, after two repulſes. The ca- 
valry immediately opened on each ſide of this 
village, which was entirely defeated, tho' ſup- 
ported by all their infantry. Count D' Eftrees 
3 them a- new as they fled towards Mac- 


ſiricht, 
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richt, and made a multitude of priſoners by 


falling on them with his corps de reſerve. 0 
Immediately after the rout of the allied ar- 

my's left wing, marſhal Saxe, who had an eye 

every where, ordered that their right wing, as 


yet untouched, ſhould be attacked. It eonſiſted g 


of the queen of Hungary's forces; who, as ſoon 
as they ſaw the French army advaneing in front 
before them, retreated in diſorder; and under 
Maefſtricht joined the reſt of their army. The 
marquis de Gallerande, and count Clermont de 
Tounerre were ordered by the king to purſue 
them. The French king lay, the night between 


the ſecond and third, in the place where the 


day before the duke of Cumberland had his head 
quarters. b 102 : | | 
The carrying the poſt at Lawfeldt was a 
moſt bloody affair; the villages and plains around 
it were covered with thedead, dying, and wound- 
ed. On both ſides, the loſs in killed, wounded 
and taken priſoners,” was not leſs than 20,000. 
Twenty-nine pieces of cannon, ſeveral colours 
and ſtandards; with two kettle drums were taken 
by the French from the allies. | 
Marſhal Saxe, after the victory, ſent orders to 
M. de Lowendahl, who had moved with a part 
of the corps under his command from Louvain 
to Tirlemont, to return the way he had come. 
On the 7th of y 1747, M. de Lowendabl 
ſet out from Tirlemont, and having rallied all 
his troops at Louvarn, he departed from Mech- 
lin the 6th; and in the camp there, gave them 
double reft ; during which time, he was em- 
| | 5 ployed 
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ployed in taking all the meaſures neceſſary for 

the operations, which marſhal Saxe and he had 

planned together. | Hp AIDS 
He detached a regiment of volunteers the 8th, 


to take poſt at Leer, in order to cover his in- 


tended march the following day. He ranged 
his army along the cauſeway of Mechlin, as far 
as beyond Antwerp, in one column, on the gth. 
His right leaned to the village of Marxheim near 
Antwerp,, and his left on Eckeren. A detach- 
ment of one thouſand ſeven hundred Dutch be- 


ing at Santvliet, M. de Lowendahl thought it ex- 


pedient to drive them out of it, that he might 
not be incommoded in his march by any poſt be- 
hind him : therefore he detached M. de Lally in 
the night between the gth and 1oth, with three 
hundred volunteers, two hundred dragoons, two 
battallions of Chabrillant's royal grenadiers, three 
other companies of grenadiers, four haubuts, 
and two pieces of cannon, to take poſſeſſion of 
Santvliet, by driving away the enemy.  ' 

In the night between the 10th and the 11th, 
M. de Lally gained univerſal applauſe by the abi- 
lities he diſplayed in taking that place, and with 
little loſs, the enemy abandoning it precipitate- 
ly. On the toth, the army having begun its 


march with two columns, and meeting very bad 


weather, ſtopped the 11th in the camp of Often - 


arecht, where a convoy of three hundred wag- 
gons arrived from Antwerp, loaded with hurdles, 


faſcines, and gabions for the intended ftege, 


which was then a ſecret : and was that of Ber- 


| gen-op-Loom. The taking of that place re. 


dounded 


c ( c 
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dounded to the particular glory, and eftabliſh- 
ed, above malice, the military capacity of 
Monſieur de Lowendahl. The taking of it did 
not aſtoniſh the allies more, than it did the 
French, who deſpaired of ſucceeding in ſo deſpe- 
rate an undertaking, in which ſo many had fail- 
ed before. As ſoon as the king heard the news, 


he conferred the dignity of marſhal of France on 


M. de Lowendahl, in recompence for ſo eminent 
and amazing a ſervice as that he had done him, 
in taking Bergen-op- Zoom, which had hitherto 
been looked upon as impregnable. IE 

The armies ſeparated to go into winter quar- 
ters, in the beginning of the month of Novem- 
ber. Marſhal Saxe having provided for the ſe- 
curity of all the places, ſet out from Bruſſels to 
Paris, where he arrived the 19th of December, 
and repaired the next day to Verſailles, where 
he and M. de Belleifle (juſt returned from Italy) 
had frequent conferences with the king, rela- 
tive to the operations of the enſuing campaign. 
His majeſty ordered a brevet to be made out 
agreeable to his having named Marſhal Saxe, 
before his departure from the army, commander 
general of the Low Countries lately conquered, 
which was accordingly executed, bearing date 
the 12th of January 1748. 

_ Notwithſtanding the ſeveral negotiations for 
a.-pcace, which had been ſet on foot during the 
winter, France prepared to operate with more 
vigour than before. Conſequently orders 


were diſpatched to the troops to leave their win- 
ter quarters in the beginning of arch, and in 
„ G 6 obe- 
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obedience, they waited neither for abſent offi- 
ficers, nor for the recruits, ſo ſudden was their 
departure. On the 18th of the ſame month, 
Marſhal Saxe left Paris, and arrived at Bruj⸗ 
Jels the 20th, where, in his new quality of com- 
mander e of the Low Countries, he made 
bis.entry; | 

0 »Marftricht was the principal object of his 
operations; and having conferred with marſhal 
de Lowendahl thereypon, he diſtributed to all 
the generals the orders according to which they 
were to act. 

The allies, never imagining that the French 
would attempt any thing as yet, were in the 
mean time very quiet in their quarters: but as 
ſoon as informed of the motions marſhal Saxe 
made, they began alſo to move on their ſide, 
and with all the diligence they could, to aſſemble 
their troops. The French endeavours were to 
make them believe that their deſign was upon 
Steenbergen or Breda, in which they, ſucceeded, 
and by their well concerted movements, made 
the enemy take the wrong ſcent. 

After various marches and counter-marches, 
which had ſo puzzled the allies, that they could 
not penetrate into the intention of the French, 
Marſhal de Lowendahl, with the bod under 
him, inveſted Maeftricht on the right ſs of the 
Adaeſe. This river divides that city into two 

parts, each having a different name; that ſitu- 
ated on the left (or weſt) bank of this river is 
Maeftricht, properly ſo called; the other's 
name is Wick, a fine bridge joins them. TER 
Ar- 
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Marſhal Saxe's quarters were eſtabliſhed at 

the abbey of Hecht, and thoſe of marſhal de 
| Lowendahl at Burlawharen. The fame camp. 
between the Maeze and the Jar, which M. 
4Eftrees had the preceding campaign, upon the 
heights of fort St. Peter, was occupied by 
M. de Breze, who ed a bridge to be thrown 
oyer-againſt C,. 

On the IIth, M. de St. Germain marched 
with the three battalions of the regiment of Li- 
mouſin, the regiment of Baſſigny, the dragoons 
and huſſars, excepting the regiment of Keugrave,. 
to go and conſume a magazine at Fauquemont, 
which the enemy had abandoned there, M. 
TEftrees with the troops under his orders, ad- 
vanced to Peer. 

By the 13th of April 1748, the inveſtment 
of Mae/tricht having been completed on the 
right fide of the Maeze, marſhal Saxe cauſed 
the brigades to be formed according to order of 
battle. The trenches were opened by ſix thou- 
land workmen on the 15th at night: the works. 
of this ſiege were ſo vigorouſly carried on, and 
he artillery played ſo well, that marſhal Saxe 
Judging every thing ready the fourth of May tor 
a general attack on the covered way, he made 
ul the neceſſary diſpoſitions to execute it that 
wenin 
Aletter from the duke of Cumberland to marſhal 
are, informed him, that as the preliminar ies for 
general reconciliation had been ſigned, he pro- 
led Magęſtricht's being delivered up to him, on 


ondition that the garriſon ſhould be allowed to 
1 march 
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march out with all the honours of war. A ceſ- 
ſation of arms for eight and forty hours 'vras 
agreed upon; at the expiration of which term, 
the capitulation was drawn up in writing, and 
ſigned on one ſide by marſhal Saxe, &c. &c. 
and on the other, by the commander in Mae- 
ſtricht, Baron D'Aylva, the 7th of May 1748. 

The ſuſpenſion of arms was ſoon made public 
in Flanders and Italy. The plenipotentiaries of 
the belligerant powers ſigned a definitive treaty 
of peace at Aix la Chapelle, the 18th of Ocko- 
ber following, to the ſatisfaction of all parties, 
and ardent wiſhes of the harraſſed ſubjects of the 
reſpective nations. 

- Marſhal Saxe, during the interval between the 
armiſtice and ſigning of the peace, repaired to 
the court then at Compiegne; and on his re- 
turn from thence to to Bruſſels, made his pu- 
blic entry into Namur, where, having received 
all the honours due to his high rank, and unri- 
valled merit, and deeming his farther preſence 
in the Low Countries unneceſſary, he remitted 
the command to M. du Chayla, and ſet out for 
Fontainbleau. From whence, about the end 
of the ſame month, October, he retired to Cham- 
bord; and there made all the improvements he 
thought proper for his convenieney, in order to 
enjoy his laurels at eaſe. 

For his regiment of Hullans, he had bar- 
racks erected ; and it was a conſtant amuſement 
of his, by frequently exerciſing, to improve them 
in military evolutions. At his Hotel, as duly 
as at the king's palace, a guard was ; mounte 

every 


4 


every day: he procured ſtallions of wild horſes 
to be brought from Ruſſia and Poland, with 
which (in time) he propoſed to remount his 
dragoons: for theſe horſes having been accu- 


ſtomed to live on what they met in the woods, 
and hardily brought up, he from thence infer- 


red, that they would bear better than other 
horſes a ſcarcity of forage in an army. His ſtuds 
were complete, and he delighted much in them. 

When the regiment of Hullans returned from 
the army in their way to Blois and Chambord, 
Marſhal Sare made them march through Paris, 
and obtained the honour of the king's preſence 


to fee them perform their evolutions. The 


king, royal family, and all the court, went to 
the plain of Sabluns, where they found the mar- 
ſhal in a Hullan dreſs, at the head of his regi- 
ment, encamped, and ranged in order of battle. 
Their different exerciſes pleaſed the king ſo well, 
that he publicly complimented M. Saxe there- 
on. Great crowds from Paris had flocked thi- 
ther, and returned home, expreſſing the higheſt 
m_—_—_ on the military entertainment they had 
een. 

Marſhal Saxe, having ſettled his affairs in 
France, reſolved to do ſo in Germany, whither 
he purpoſely went. On his way thither, paſſing 
through Berlin, he had the honour of an interview 
with the king of Pruſſia, who received him with 
uncommon marks of diſtinction, and protract- 
ed the viſit as long as he politely could. His ma- 
jeſty had many conferences with him relative to 
the military art ; and their diſcourſes on that ſub- 
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ject, coſt the marſhal ſome nights. Although 
the king of Pruſſia, on his taking leave, 'had 
thanked him for his compiiſance in a moſt gra- 
cious manner, yet he thought it inſufficient ; 
and in a few days after, honoured him with a let- 
ter, bearing in ſubſtance, as follows : 

© That he was concerned for his having made 
© him ſit up ſo many nights; but that he was too 
< ſincere an ally to France, to have done it with 
any deſign on the health of a hero ſo precious 
to her; that curioſity and a deſire of learning 
© from ſo great a maſter, was his only plea. ' 
The letter concluded with this flattering anec- 
dote. That ſome time before, the queſtion 
© had been put in his preſence, what battle in 

© this age was the moſt honourable to its gene- 
ul. Some declared for that of Almanza; others 
for that of Turin; but upon mature delibera- 
« tion, all agreed at laſt, that the battle did 
* moſt honour, where the general was at the 

© point of death, when it was fought,” to wit, 
Fontenoy. 

Marſhal Saxe was ſcarce returned from his 
German expedition to Chambord, when time, 
from his having been accuſtomed to the tumult 
of war, his natural inclination, began to grow 
wkſome to him. The care of his horfes, Funt- 
ing, and exercifing his regiment, became his 
only occupations. - He had always a number of 
workmen employed ; nor ever wanted compa- 
ny ; for, befides the nobility from the adjacent 
parts of the country, who were all known to 


_ ſeveral * of diſtinction repaired 
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from Paris to Chambord, to pay their court to 


him. He gave ſeveral public entertainments, 


all which were executed with that elegance of 
taſte, for which he had been always remark- 


—_ | 2 
He had the diſpleaſure of receiving frequent 


complaints againſt his regiment, notwithſtand- 


ing all his precautions to make them obſerve 
diſcipline, . which at laſt he eſtabliſhed, by mak- 


Ing ſevere examples of the guilty, whom he pu- 


niſhed with all the ſeverity imaginable. 
He declined by degrees, and was quite worn 
out by a complication of diſorders, which his 


early and exceſſive debauchery, relying too 


much on the natural ſtrength of his conſtitution 
had brought on him: he expired after nine days 


illneſs, the 3oth of November 17 50. All France 


ſincerely mourned the loſs of a man, to whom 


they were under ſuch great obligations: the 


king being extremely affected by his death, the 
court aſſumed the ſemblance of a ſincere grief, 
ho' many envious rejoiced in private. 

Marſhal Saxe was bred a Lutheran, and he 
conſtantly profeſſed that religion, notwithſtand- 
ing the different attempts made to diſſuade him 
from it, and convince him of his error.. As 

ardinal Tencin met him in the gallery of Ver- 
ailles ſoon after the peace, and complimented 
him on his glorious campaigns; 8 


His eminence ſaid to marſhal Saxe, No- 


thing now is wanting but one victory more to 
give the finiſhing ſtroke to all the reſt; to 


hich the marſhal replied, . pray, what is that 
vie- 
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* victory ?” The cardinal anſwered, to com- 
© bat and conquer Luther; to which the mar- 
ſhal rejoined, ©* my Lord cardinal, the peace is 
bas yet too recent to ſpeak of combats and vic- 
C hoes.” „ 
It was in regard to his religion, that after his 
deceaſe, the following words have been often 
uſed; © It was a pity, that in the behalf of that 
© man, who had fo often cauſed Te Deum to be 
© ſung in the churches of France, a de pro- 
fundis could not be ſaid: however, in chri- 
ſtian charity, it is to be ſuppoſed, that he has 
made his journey without one. After his de- 
ceaſe, the following will was found; and as 
the laſt actions of great men are ever intereſting 
to a curious reader, it is not doubted but this 
will prove a pleaſing memorial of him. 


Dep 
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Depoſited with Fortier, Notary Public in Paris, 
December 3d, 1750. 


At Paris, March 1ſt, 1 748. N 


Hing oſten conſidered the accidents atten- 
11 dant on this life, I at length reſolved to 
diſpoſe of the eſtate I had to leave behind me, 


conſiſting of very valuable moveables in France 
and Germany ; beſides near fix hundred thouſand 
livres lodged 1n certain bankers hands, and one 
hundred and twenty thouſand livres in Saxony, 
paid or payable to M. Mzuldener on my penſions, 

th a large diamond in his hands called Prague: 


About ten thouſand roubles on the iſland of 


Warmiſſau in Livonia, which M. de Brinken, 
ho rents that eſtate of me by way of farm, 


E {knows very well. 


Having thus premiſed, I diſpoſe in the fol- 
lowing manner of my eſtate, after the diſcharge 


of whatever debts of mine ſhall appear; of 


hich, however, I have no knowledge, as I 
bink I have cleared off all debts I had ever con- 
| __ tracted, 


Wi 


. 
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tracted. I therefore name two teſtamentary ex- 
ecutors, whom I pray to ſee this my laſt will ex- 
eciited, viz. M. de Ertmanſdorff, grand cup- 
bearer to his majeſty the king of Poland elec 
of Saxony, for what is on the other ſide of the 
Rhine; and for what 1 leave in France, M. 

Baudry, attorney in the chatelet of Paris. 
In remembrance of the friendly offices of M. 
de 22 the grand cup-bearer, to me, 
I pray he will accept of the diamond called 
Prague, with my ring, 
And that in return for the affection with which 
he has ſerved me, M. Baudry will accept of 1 
thouſand louis d'ors. 

More, To M. Diaſtau, colonel of my regj- 
ment of horſe, twenty thouſand livres. 

More, LO M. Gauaers, major of my regimen 
of foot. twenty four thouſand livres. 

More, To M. de Heldorff, captain of grena- 
diers in che ſaid regiment oſ foot, por four 
thduſand livres. 

More, To M. de Pauly, captain in the ſai 
regiment, twenty four thouſand livres. 

Tze above-named gentlemen having zealouſſ 

followed my fortune for a long time, I be. 
_ queath them theſe marks of my gratitude, 
and pray — will remember me. 


More, To M. T Aſilet, who has retired to 


Blris, twelve thouſand livres. 


More, To M. de Bachoi's camp maſter re 


mod and lieutenant of the game at Chambar( 


twelve thouſand livres. 
2 . Me Fey 


f 
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, More, To the chevalier Girardon, living at 
the caſtle of Ecureuils twelve thouſand livres. 
"i Are, To monſieur de Sourdis Rabanois, a 
„hundred thouſand livres. | | | 
Mere, To count WatſdarefF lord of Lichten- 
* val, four hundred thouſand livres, as a reſtitu- 
ton for the forfeiture which his Poliſpß majeſty 
gave me, on the confiſcation of his uncle's 
eat. ns a 
"© More, To my valet de chambre Beauvois, 
twelve thouſand livres. | | 


of the horſe, twelve thouſand hvres. 


f a More, To my ſurgeon Rout, twelve thouſand 


livres. 

> More, To my four guards, twenty thouſand 
livres, to wit, to each five thouſand livres: their 
names are, Abbregt, Dubrevil, Neuly and Groſſe. 
 Mrre, To my chief grooms, ten thouſand 
livres, five to each, to wit, Philip and Chri- 
four „ 

More, To my drum- major, five thouſand 
liyres. & 
The remainder of my eſtate in France, ſhall 


Poliſh majeſty, and his embaſlador at Turin. 
In regard to what I poſſeſs on the other fide 
of the Rhine, and of which I beſeech M. de 
Ertmansdorff to take the diſpoſal of upon him. 
One thouſand Saxon crowns, I bequeath to 
my ancient and faithful domeſtic Trobichk, 
One thouſand ducats, to A. M. Muldener, ſe- 
cretary of the court. L 


. 


More, To Hunerkopff, my under-gentleman 


devolve to count Bellegarde, chamberlain to his 
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Ts! manuſcript book, which I have compoſed 
on military affairs, to A. M. count de Friſe. 
To madam Louiſa de Mexerat, ſhall be given 
all the reſidue in money, as a mark of my re- 
membrance. oo 
I deſire that my body may be buried in L ine, 
that in a ſhort time nothing more of me may re- 
main in the world, but my memory among my 
friends. 


(figned) MavRICE DE SAXE, 


ADDITIONS. 


If by any event I cannot at preſent foreſee my 
eſtate in France ſhould not prove ſufficient to pay 
off the legacies, which I have made by this 
| holographic (i. e. written and ſigned by the teſta- 

tor) teftament, to thoſe therein mentioned on 
this ſide of the Rhine; the defalcation ſhall firſt 
fall upon the bequeſt to count Bellegarde, and if 
that ſhould be deiicient, the executor ſhall de- 
duct what may be wanting from count J/atsdorf; 
my Saxon eſtate having no manner of connecti- 

on with my French one. 

Done at Paris, March 5th 1746. 

(ſigned) MARICE DE SAX E. 


Below is written. 


M. de Baudry and Ertmansderff, being both 


dead ſince I made this preſent holographic teſta- 
ment; Which by this codicil I confirm in every 
| ; | >. nar 


very 
ther 
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other point; and for my teſtamentary executors, 
conſtitute M. Muldener counſellor of the Saxon 
court at Dreſden, for my Saxon eſtate; and M. 
de Phroheingues, heretofore captain of the hund- 
red Swiſs of his late Poliſb majeſty, now reſident 
in Paris, for my eſtate in France. | 


o 


To the former, in acknowledgment of the ſer- 
vices he has rendered me, I bequeath a thouſand 


ducats. To the marquis Phroheingues, I leave 
my picture enriched with diamonds of a thouſand 
louis d'ors value; alſo a thouſand ducats out of 
what J have in Saxony, and my pictures among 
my moveables in France. 


To my nephew count de Friſe, I bequeath 


my great diamond ring called Prague, now in 
France, in the hands of M. Fortier. 

I intreat his moſt chriſtian majeſty to grant to 
my nephew, my regiment of light horſe, and 


habitation at Chambord, with the captainry there- 


of, but on condition that he ſhall keep up the 
ſtud of horſes by me eſtabliſhed there, in order to 
remount faid regiment as ſhall appear requiſite, 


I humbly; hope, that I ſhall hereby preſerve a 
regiment to the king which cannot be equalled ; 


and a breed of horſes not to be matched: inaſ- 
much as I have ſpared no coſt to procure for 
France a ſpecies of horſes ſwifter than thoſe they 
breed, and greatly wanted for light horſe, and 
which cannot be procured in time of war, 

Iſ his majeſty will grant this favour, my in- 


tention is, that the preſent furniture remain in 
Chambord, according to the inventory there, for 


the uſe of count Friſe my nephew; but if the 


king 
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King ſhall think proper to diſpoſe otherwiſe of it, 
the ſtud and moveables ſhall be fold by auction; 
and the ſum of money reſulting from thence, 
ſhall be added to my other effects in France. 

I moreover bequeath to M. d Alenpon the 
king's ſecretary, and my former governor, in 
gratitude for the affection he always bore me, a 
diamond of twenty four thouſand livres value. 

I leave alſo to Meſſac my valet de chambre, at 
one payment, fix thouſand livres. 

More, To Mouret, my houſe-keeper at Cham- 
boid, at one payment, fix thouſand livres. 

More, To M. Rouſſeau of Villeneuve, S.. 
George's at one payment, 20,000 livres. 
Such is my laſt will at Paris. 


Dated, the Iſt of January, 1748. 


5 (ſigned) Mavrice DE SAXE, 


On the 3d of December following, this teſta- 
ment was Jodged ; and the king, willing to ho- 
nour his memory in remembrance of his eminent 
ſervices, not only reſolved to pay the expences 
of his funeral; but alſo in regard to his laſt will 
granted to his nephew count Friſe, the enjoy- 
ment of the caſtle of Chambord, and his regiment 
of Hullans, ſince called the Friſe volunteers; and 
although the large penſions which the king paid 
to marſhal Saxe, ceaſed with his death, yet a 
part was beſtowed on his family, and thoſe who 
faithfully ſerved him. MIO 1 

i 7 F 


St. 
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The funeral obſequies of marſhal Saxx, 


Sc. Sc. Cc. 


Immediately after the deceaſe of the marſhal, 
all his officers went into deep mourning, mount- 
ed the guard as if he had been alive, and a cannon 


was fired every half hour, until the departure of 


his body for Strasbourg, whither in five weeks at- 

ter it was conveyed. VVV 
One article of his will was diſobeyed, and 
which was, that his body ſhould be put into 
lime. It was embalmed, put into a leaden 
coffin, encloſed in another of copper, and co- 
vered with another of wood bound with iron. 
The heart was put into a ſilver gilt box, and 

the entrails into a ſeparate coffin. | 
On the 8th of Jan. following, the convoy ſe 
out for Strasbourg, his corps in a large mourning 
coach, which was followed by two others drawn 
by ſix horſes. One hundred Hullan dragoons, 
with crapes in their hats, and their arms hang- 
ing, eſcorted the convoy. Their march con- 
tinued a month, on account of the badneſs of the 
weather. ; | . F 
As the convoy approached Strasbourg, on the 
7th of Feb. the chevalier St. Andre commander 
of the province in M. de Coigni's abſence, detached 
2 regiment of cavalry to meet it. The corps be- 
ing arrived at the gate of Salerne, it was faluted 
from the rampart with twelve cannonſhot. The 
bells of the Lutheran — rang. All the 
: field- 
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field-officers at the head of the infantry, ranged 
in a lane from the town-gate to the governor's, 
made the ſalute with their arms. The order of 
the entry of the funeral pomp, was as fol- 
noun 7; | 5 
Firſt the regiment of Clermont cavalry, then five 
hundred Hullan dragoons; M. Saxe's ſecond 


gentleman of the horſe, with four guards on foot, 


in black; after whom came the funeral- coach; 
on each ſide ſix footmen marched, ſupporting the 
cloth which covered the coach; grooms holding 
the horſes by their bridles; the 870, on foot 
and in deep mourning. | 

Then followed a mourning coach, in which 
baron Helaorff firſt gentleman of horſe fat alone, 
having a black velvet cuſhion, bordered with 
ſilver lace, at his ſide ; thereon was placed a 
little ſquare coffer, covered with black velvet, 
decorated with ſilver fringes, and containing a 


box of ſilver, gilt, made in the ſhape of a heart; 


therein marſhal Saxe's was encloſed ; two pages 
in weepers,. were on the fore part of ſaid coach. 
Another ſuceeded like the foregoing, in which 
were the marſhal's four valets de chambre. "The 
march was cloſed by fifty more of the Hullan 


dragoons, forming a rear-guard. The troops, 


on the paſſing by of the funeral coach, paid the 
ſame honours to the corps as they uſed to the 
marſhal when alive; the drums beating marches 
all the time. ( F 
The counts of Lotwenbaupt and Friſe, nephews 
of marſhal Saxe, in long cloaks, with M. &. 
Andrt, and ſeveral other general officers, 3 

„ tende 
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tended to receive the body, in the court of the 


caſtle, and continued there till it was placed on 
a bed of ſtate, by twelve gunners. The bed was 


made in the taſte of a dutcheſs, having a grand 


imperial of black velvet, laced with gold and 
ſilver, ornamented with fringes of the ſame. The 
inſide furniture was a filver mohair, and the 


with black crapes. | | 

The hall was hung from top to bottom with 
black, and emblazoned with different emblems 
of military trophies, deaths heads, marſhals 
ſtaves tied ſalteer-wiſe, the arms of Saxony and 
Courland, and the ribbon of the white eagle. 
There were alſo two other halls hungwith black, 
as was the front of the hotel, and the courts. In 


| curtains of white ſattin were raiſed up and tied 


% 


4 
* 


the two halls were the perſons aſſembled, appoint- 


ed to accompany the funeral pomp. 


The coffin was covered with a pall of black | 


velvet, garniſhed with filver fringes and lace 


5 


large ſilver buttons hanging at the four corners. 


The heart and entrails were on the coffin belom 
the velvet. A ducal crown, on a cuſhion of black 
velvet, was placed at the head of the coffin ; the 
marſhals ſtaves ſet a-croſs, and tied with the rib- 


bon of the white eagle, his ſword with a gold 


hilt in the ſcabbard ſalteer-wiſe, the whole cover- 


ed with fine crape. 


The four corners of the bed of fate were 


lighted with wax candles fixed on ſtands, and at 
each corner was placed a ſtool for ſo many heralds 
at arms, each having in one hand a marſhal's 
ſtaff, and in the other a lighted torch. The 
2 following 
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following day, being the cighth of Feb. 1751, 
and the time appointed for conveying, the corps l 
to the new church of Str. Thomas, the proteſtant - 


ſtudents, with the theologians of S rt. William's 
college, came to the bed of ſtate, to ſing the 
funeral canticles. 

When every thing was ready for the cere- 
mony at noon, and tnat the whole garriſon un- IN 
der arms had made a lane to the new temple, 
from the governor's palace, and that the cavalry 
was drawn up in all the places the funeral was to 4 
paſs through, the cannon gave the ſignal, the 


bells of the Lutheran churches ſet a- ringing, and po 
the ſolemn proceſſion was in the order that here I t 
follows: _ ; o 
The hundred Hullan dragoons, who had * 
eſcorted the corps from Chambord to Strasbourg, | 


with the butts of their pieces uppermoſt, march- 
ed on foot; and their drums covered with th 
crapes, beat mournfully. A man in deep mourn- 
ing marched after them, and immediately after, * 
two more in the ſame garb. Each of them car- 5. 
ried two large torches of white wax, lighted, © be. 
and tied together ſalteer-wiſe, ornamented with | ch. 
an eſcutheon, bearing on one fide the arms of me 
Sarony, and on the other, two ſtaves of marſhal 
of France ſalteer-wiſe alſo ; next marched three 
other officcrs of the deceaſed, covered with long _ 
black cloaks trailing on the ground; the brims of 
their hats let down, and crapes hanging from ter 
them to their heels. 5 fiel 
The ſtudents of 81: William's college follov- iſ the 
ed, and the divines of Augsbourg ſinging: * 
the 
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the proceſſion. After them advanced forty three 
country parſons, depending on the proteſtant 
conſiſtory of Strasbourg, followed by all the pro- 
teſtant vicars, and preachers of that city : all 
theſe clergymen were in ceremonial and mourn- 
ing habits. 8 f 6 

After the clergy marched two other officers 
of the deceaſed, carrying torches like the former. 
Next followed four trumpeters, cloathed in ſable 
with crapes, the trumpets alſo having crape 
round them ; then the kettle drummers, whoſe 


drums being covered with black, gave a me- 


lancholy ſound. TwWo heralds at arms, ſur- 
rounded by fix of the marſhal's officers with 
torches, were followed by the Swiſs porter, ſix 
ſootmen, and four body-guards, in deep mourn- 
ing. Before the coffin, borne by twelve ſerjeants, 
walked two gentlemenofthe horſe, the one bear- 
ing the ducal-crown, and the other the heart: 
they were attended by four pages. | 
eſſieurs de St. Afrique, St. Germain, Vi- 


braye and du Pas, held the four corners of the 


pall, and were ſurrounded by ten flambeau- 
bearers. The corps was followed by three of 
the moſt eminent burghers of Strasbourg, in deep 
mourning, two heralds, prince Naſſau Sarbrucken, 
and the counts Lowenhaupt and Friſe, 
The nobility of the province, who cloſed the 
march, were preceded by chevalier de St. Andre, 
commander of the province of Alſace, and lieu- 
tenant-general of the king's armies, with ſeveral 
held-officers, and the royal prætor, followed by 
the magiſtracy of Strasbourg, As ſoon as the 
RF 3 cComoy 
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convoy had reached the church, the coffin was fe 
placed on a magnificent catafalk, with the mar- N v 
ſhal's ſtaves, the ſword, ducal crown, c. b 
The aſſiſtants ranked according to their reſpec- ¶ w 
tive precedencies, the ceremony began with a b. 
doleful ſymphony, after which a funeral anthem er 
was ſung; after the anthem, doctor Lorenx pro- 
feſſor of theology, pronounced a very pathetic o 
oration, followed by a ſecond ſymphony of in- fe 
ſtruments; then doctor Froereiſen delivered ano- de 
ther fine oration, thanking at the ſame time the c. 
aſſiſtants at the ceremony, which was concluded 
by a funeral anthem, during which the corps 
was carried into a chapel in the corner of the 
church, and there made on this occaſion. It was 
| depolited therein, under a triple diſcharge of 
twelve pieces of cannon, and the garriſon fired 
off a general volley of their ſmall arms. 
Even up to the cieling the church was hung 
in mourning ; and in order to form an artificial 
night, the windows were ſtopt up, and as well 
as the catafalk, it was illuminated with an inh- 
nite number of wax-tapers. The funeral decor- 
ation was formed by ſeveral armories, devices, 
emblems, trophies, Cc. The pulpit was cover- | 
ed with black velvet, laced with filver, whereon 
tears and deaths heads were repreſented, and in 
it, the arms of Saxony and Courland were placed 
behind the preacher. On the altar, agreat black 
velvet carpet laced with filver, was ſpread. 
The repreſentatioh of death with his ſcythe, 
was at the head of the catafalk, having. Saturn 
under his feet, At the four corners were 2 
| : our 
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four virtues, with four genii weeping. The 
whole was ornamented with laurel branches, 
bucklers, helmets, cuiraſſes, &c. The chapel 
whereunto the corps of marſhal Saxe was carried 
by twelve ſerjeants, was hung alſo with black, 
emblematically decorated. 

The aſſiſtants retired, the ceremony bein 
over; but the church remained hung in black 
for two days, and the catafalk in the ſame or- 
der, to ſatisfy the eager curoſity of ſucceflive- 
crouds, who thronged thither every hour, 
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A OUN T. Saxe was a man of a middling ch 
ſtature, his conſtitution robuſt, and his 1 ©? 
ſtrength extraordinary. He joined the interi- I} bit 
our qualities of a moſt excellent heart, to an iro 

. aſpect ſweet, martial and noble; he was polite, wh 
' courteous and affable ; his feeling for the miſ- 
_ fortunes of others was ſo ſtrong, that it often for 
exceeded the meaſure of his income. Of his || ©2 
gallantry, many ſhining inſtances are record-. Pre 
ed, and for the preſent, the following will ſuf- lac 
"a SEL | | . wi! 
Count Saxe had been in high eſtimation with | 3 
the dowager counteſs of Courland, and would in to | 


all probability have been married to her, had 
he been a little more - cautious in his conduct, 
and given leſs occaſion to alarm her jealous dil 
poſition : *but ſhe had diſcovered fo many of his 
intrigues during his ſojourning at Mittaro, that 


| the could no longer pardon, becauſe ſhe had a wy 
ſincere paſſion for him. News cauſe of reproach, I * © 
but no ſign of his amendment, happened every 1 


day, which in the end totally weaned her affec- 
| tions 


[ 153 ] 


tions from him; to which alienation of her 


friendſhip, nothing contributed more than the 
annexed adventure. | 

There was in the retinue of the dutcheſs of 
Courland, a relation of count Beſtucheff*s, for 
whom alone. count Saxe had eyes or wiſhes; 
but her reign ſoon paſſed, and was ſucceeded 
by that of one of three attendant Ladies on the 
dutcheſs. Here lay the difficulty; the ladies were 


lodged in apartments joining to that of the dut- 


cheis, from which he was ſeparated by a ſpaci- 
ous court. The impoſſibility of his introducing 

himſelf into the chamber of his beloved, aroſe 
from the jealous neighbourhood of the others, 


who had Argus's eyes on all his movements. 


In order to remedy this inconvenience - in 
ſome manner, they entered into an amorous 
compact, that as ſoon as univerſal ſilence had 
prevailed, and all were gone to bed in the pa- 
lace, he ſhould go and receive her from her 
windew, hand her to his apartment, and each 
morning before the return of day, reconduct her 
to her own. CE | 

This tender intercourſe was happily carried 
on for fome time; but their evil genius, jealous 
of their private and ſtolen bliſs, determined that 
* ſhould be promulged. For, as one ill-fated 
morning, the ground being covered with ſhow, - 
the count was carrying his charmer on his back, 
in order to prevent her catching cold, they were 
met full butt by an old beldam, with a lighted 
lanthorn, to their mutual ſurprize and aſtoniſh- 
5 ment. 


R 
ment. The old Maegera ſeeing an unexpected 
ſigure with two backs at that early hour, ſcream- 
e as if poſſeſſed with a bad ſpirit. 

The count greatly embarratied how to be- 
have in fo delicate a ſituation, where a lady's 
honour was at flake, attempted with one of 
his feet to kick the lantho ii out of her hand; 
fo put out the light, and put a ſtop to her 
prying, or employed curioſity. In making the 
attempt, his foot ſlipped ; down he fell in. the 
ſnow, the old woman under him, who redoubled 
her cries, whilſt the dear terrified goddeſs on 
his back was in the greateſt anxiety. 

A centinel, alarmed at the noiſe, drew near 

to diſcover the cauſe : but the parties concerned 
being known, he withdrew ; and this comic ad- 
venture was the entertainment of the palace and 
town next day. As ſoon as the princeſs awoke 
| ſhe was informed of it, in hopes of making her 
laugh, but it had quite a contrary effect, and, 
added to all ſhe knew before of his diſſolute 
paſſion for the ſex in general, filled her with aver- 
ſion and contempt for him. Had he taken 
the leaſt pains to merit her affeQion, which ſhe 
was very forward to grant, he muſt inevitably 
have been Czar of Muſcovy; fo it may be aſſert- 
ed of him, that he loſt a Jarger empire than 
Anthony for love, not indeed of one Cleopatra, 
but of the ſex in general. 


The count had not only the ſurpriſing ſtrength 
of body the king his father was ſo remarkable 
for, but was alſo endowed with the ſame mild- 
nels of temper, and undaunted courage, His 

mi- 
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F 
military talents was ſuperior to that of his royal 
father. Nothing ſhews more the ingenuous 
character of count Saxe, whoſe name will be 
tranſmitted with honour to poſterity, than his 
his letter to general Schmettau, on account 
of having been traduced to the king of 
Pruſſia, as capable of entering into thoſe 
little cabals, which always cauſe diſſentions 
among the generals of an allied army: theſe 
were count Saxe's words. All who are ac- 
« quainted with me, know that I am much 
fitter to break a lance, than to ſpin an in- 
* trigue ? and how much he was capable of 
doing the former, will appear from the follow- 
ing feats of ſtrength. 

Once on a time, being at a rendezvous after a 
hunting-match, to drink a glaſs of wine, none of 
the company having a cork-ſcrew, he aſked for 
a long nail, of which he inſtantly made a ſcrew, 
by twiſting it round his finger, to the ſurprize 
of all preſent, many of whom attempted the 
fame, but failed. 

The uncommon ſtrength of his hand was fo 
amazing, that ſtopping one day in a village to 
get one of his horſe's ſhod, he called for five or 
lx horſe ſhoes, which, one aſter the other, he 
| broke. The ſmith imputed the breaking ot the 
trſt and ſecond to the badneſs of the iron; but 
when he ſaw that thoſe he had choſen for ſound, 
met the fame treatment, he croſſed himſelf, 
ſtared very earneſtly at the count, ſuſpeingſome- 
thing not good, and unnatural about him, refuſ- 
ed to give him any more of his ſhoes, and ſeemed 
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to ſay, © wade ſatana, be gone devil; the count 
ſmiled, and gave the ſmith a ſix livre piece to 


pleaſed with the ſcene, continued his journey. 
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make him amends for his broken ſhoes, and his 
fright: this not only recovered the ſmith, bu 
reconciled him to the joke. The count, well 


